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TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 



Ahora bieUf dixo el Cura^ traedme^ senor huisped, aque$o$ 
lihraSf igue lot quiero ver. Que me place^ reipondib el, y en* 
trandOf en iu aposente^eae^M^wm maletiUa vieja cerrada 
eon una eadenilkii y abriindola, halUr en ella tretrlibros grandee 
y unot papeles de muy buena letra escritos de mana— DoM 
QuixoTBy Fart I. Capitulo 83. 



It 18 mighty veO^ said the prieair; pny, lap(ft>i^ bring me 
those books, for I have a mind to see them. With all my 
heart, answered the host; and, g^ing to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old cloke-bag^ with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.— Jarvis's 
Translation, 
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JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM, 



S^HOOLMASTSB AVD PA^ISH-CLEBK OF GAVmBBCLBIJOB* 



Hear, Land o' Caket and brither SootSi 
Tno Maidenkirk to Jonny Groats', 
If there's a hole iu a* your coats, 

I rede ye tent it, 
^ A chill's amangyon takin' notes. 

An' faith he'll pre&t it. 
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TALE II.— CovTiNuss. 

OLD MORTALITY. 

« ■ 



CUAfTER L 

1 

The eiine of growing tetioiii Mid divisions 
Still vex joor coimcib I*— — 

Tbr prudence of Moi^ton found .safiNeat 
4>eciiiw^ii; in atmtisvpg the iJ^nous. current 
eCthete C(wte«4>i)g ^art^eiw v^hen, two dajr a 
lifter iiif return ^to ila^iiltpD^ he v(zn visit- 
«lf hy >hia i fijevd r ^pd cpUeagu^t . the ^Reye- 
Tffd)Mr:Po§Hidte.»Vflyiogi af he prwcnl^ 
lb(inid» ffom the fape.pr John. fi^}i(Qur of 
phurteyi 'Wihoin .we ^ \ph^ Qot a little in* 
ijengiid ,>t the , sjbare he had ;|aken in the 
libtraiwft.^f JUird JSwidale. Wheii thp 
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worthy divine had somewhat recruited hi» 
spirits, after the hurry and fatigue of his 
journey, he proceeded to give Morton ati 
account of what had passed in the vicinity 
of Tillietudleno after the memorable morn- 
ing of his departure. 

The night march of ]\|orton had been 
accomplished with such dexterity, and the 
men were so faithful to their trust, that 
Burley teceived no intelligence of what had 
happened until, the morning was far advan- 
ced. His first enquiry was, whether Mac- 
fariar and Kettledrunimle had arrived agree- 
ably to the summons which he had dis- 
patched at midnight. Macbriar had come, 
and Kettledrummle, though a heavy travel- 
ler, might, he was informed, be instantly 
expected. Burley then dispatched a mes-» 
aenger to Morton's quarters to summon him 
to an immediate council. The messenger 
returned ivith news that he had left the 
place. Poundtext was next summoned ; 
but he thinking, as he said himself, that it 
was ill dealing with fractious folk, had with* 
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drawn to his own quiet manse, preferring: 
a dark ridei though he had been on horse-*^ 
back the whole preceding day, to a re« 
newal in the morning of a controversy with 
Burley, whose ferocity overSawed him when, 
unsupported by the firmness of Morton*; 
Burley'a next enquiries were directed after 
LQrd Eva^dale; and great wa& his rage 
when he learned that he had been convey-^, 
ed away over night by a party of the^ 
qiarksmea of Miln wood, under the imme-^ 
diate command of Henry Morton himsel£> 

** The villain !" exclaimed Burley, ad- 
dressing himself to Macbriar; ^^'he base^ 
ipean-spirited traitor, to curry favour for 
himself with the government, hath set at 
liberty the prisoner taken by my own 
right hand, through means of whom, I 
have little doubt, the .possession of the 
jUace of strength, which hath wrought us 
such trouble, might now have been in our 
hands.'^ 

*^ But is it not in our hands ?" said Maj> 
hriax^ looking; np towards the Keep of tha 
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tht Covehifat'thaf ^fidait oVt^rit8^>^lbi$^^^ 

ley, •^aniitttelt^'iarer di» dftA^I^ 
ihtettded to aggravate akld^ ieittbinet otir^ 
spirits/* : ., .,.■.:.>. 

He Was inttt**tff)teff by ^ tWe uttiM eJP 
oncf 6f MortbiiV foHdw^fcf * sent to rt^rt i^' 
him tlie evacuation olF the plietf, ^tod 'kk' 
occuplatioi!! by tlie instirge^t fbtdesK^ Ruk" 
ley wa's rather^ *ircw tofUfy thkii' tee6ttfc' 
ciled by tTi^ntftrs of this succes*. ' 

^ I haVd ^watched," he sald^^^ I have 
fougfit^I bare plbttedM hav^ "sttF^eh* 
foTth^ reductiohof ^this l^Iabe'— I fiave^ft** 
born fo seek to head ehterpri^es of higWit* 
comtnand aiid of higher hxJliotfri--I bave^ 
natrot^ed thieir outg;bing3; atid cut off tJie' 
springs, aii^ hrolcen the stafPbf bread ^'itli^ 
in'their Walls ; aridv when the men werfe: 
about to yield themselves to ixty hand^/ 
that their sons inight be bondsmen, afid' 
their daughters a lau^hingfittfck to our 
whble camp, cotoeth thid youth, without a' 



tbnaid;<lib ftickle' iatathcnliirwbkp4iQdi tDr 
rend the preyfrodi.t)ifrs{iotlfep^ Stir^tiw 
lafatenT<|r^erU)]*ofrlii«jfaii«^8(od' the city, 
«3tlr>it9 cfaipii\lhDS^ ikould^ be gtven>to^ him 
thafciwiMM;^. . 

^^ Nay,^' • said MwfAti^Tf who^muvtuu 
prisad at:tfae-<)egcer 4>f* agittt«» >ffMd» 
Bai6Mkf disfrlaycfd^ '^chafb not Ibyatif hc« 
cause of the ungodly. Heaven Wfli««f» 
liia own instrbments ; audiwhb ksowi but 
this youth?'-f-^ 

:.^f:Mttsb!,httd»/r nidtBwley; ./'' do:not 
discredit twiner avB : better jadgnent^ .' Ifc 
was thou that finitiibflklest! me '^bbvKlreafr 

this, painted sepulchre--- ti) is: lacquered 
piece' of. copper, that ipatsidrcurfcnt .ttritb 
me for gold. • Jt far^s jdl^ even with, the 
elept, whenth^ begloctitbe guidance of 
such pious ipa^tors'ASitliou. But;out:car4 
iioi affections will mttlead tis«*-^tbis un^ 
grfiteful boy's father was mine ancient 
ficiend; .They must be as carnwt in their 
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Struggles as thou, £phraiin Macbriar/that 
would shake themselves clear of the clogs 
and chains of humanity/^ 
, This compliment touched the preacher 
in the most sensible part; and Burley deem«^ 
ed^ thereforCi he should find little difficultyr 
in moulding his opinions to the support 
of his own views, more especially as they 
agreed exactly in their opinions of churcb 
government 

: ^^ Let us instantly/' he said, *^ gd up to 
the Tower ; there is that amotig the re- 
cords in yonder fortress, which, well used, 
as 1 can use it^ shall be worth to us a va^ 
liant leader and an hundred horsemen.'* 

'^ But will these be of the children of 
the Covenant ?'' said the preacher* ** We 
have already among us too many who 
hunger after landa and silver and gold 
rather than after the word y it is not by 
such that our deliverance shall be wrought 
out." 

^ Thou errest/ said Burley ; *^ we must 
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^rk by roeansy. and these worldly- met^ 
shall be our instruments; at all events^ 
the Moabitish woman shall be despoiled 
of her inheritanee^ and neither the malig« 
nant £vandale, nor the Erastian Morton». 
shall possess yonder Castle and lands». 
though they may seek in marriage the 
daughter thereof." 

So saying, he led the way to Tillietu* 
dlem» where he seized upon the plate and 
other valuables for the use of the arrny^ 
ransacked the charter room, and other re- 
ceptacles for family papers, and ti-eated 
with contempt the remonstrances of those 
who reminded bini> that the terms granted 
to the garrison had guaranteed respect to 
private property. 

Burley and Macbriar, having establish*^ 
ed themselves ixk their new acquisition, 
w«re joined by Kettledrummle in the course 
of the day» and alsp by the Laird of Lang-^ 
cale, whom that active divine had contri« 
i(ed to seduce, as Poundtext termed it. 

1 * • • • ' ' 



from tlie piiiie Ifghi iti \ffhi<^ lief Md f>^eii' 
brought up. Thus- united, lliey ient to' the* 
said Pouttdltefxt ab intvit'atibii, or rathef a' 

• r 

summons^ to attend a cotrWcil at Tilltetd-^' 
diem. He remembcrddi hbwet^er, tlrtit^tWe' 
door had an iron jgf^tcf, and the Keep aT 
dungeon, and resolved not to trust bitiii^elP 
with his incensed colleagues. He th^re* 
fore retteated, or' rither flfed^ tb Hainil- 
tou, iiath\tTifc' tidinfgis, that Biitfey; Mac^' 
br;ar, and iKettledtumtnfe; wcfrts feonTfirig td' 
Hamilton' as soon as they could collect a^ 
body oi^damerohiaris suffitient to oV€lfia^frt' 
the restof the kritiy. 

" Atid 'yt'- see/^ condUdt^d Ptiutxdl^kt; 
with a deep sigh, " that they will th)in p6s(«^ 
sess a majority in the council ;' for £aiig*' 
cale, though he'hasalii^^ays passed fof one 
of th^ hobe^t an^d rattbUaf party^ eahiioi tie' 
snitaify, cfr preecesely, termed' either fish,'' 
or flesh, or gud^ red-herting— rwhoerer has ' 
the stronger party has Xan^ckle;'* 

Thus concluded the heavy xiartifive of 
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hone&t*M!r Boi|Ddtext^ who sigbed deeply, 
as he constdei-ed iht dktrgejrs io which h^ 
vasf p1accd> betwixt ufii:eaM|iable adyef5a<» 
ries aoddDgstr thdo^nei Vies and* the common 
ett^my Ctmh vfHhaMt*: Mor>on e^hoited 
hiiD to pMaenfic^ tenipe^> aod comppsure ; 
infocriied^biiiivictf Ui$ gpod hppe he had 
of cegotiMiog) for p^ce and indepvnity 
thto^i ; i\>esaisi of \U>rd EvaQdafe^ aod 
made out- to ^i^a vcxy fair* prospect that 
he shoiili^ agaid' leturn t^i his old parcho/ 
ment^^boUod QaWisr ^^^ civenipg pipe; of 
tobaccoi and hi^ n^ggitl of inspiring al^^j 
protiding always h^e would afford his 
strong : support aft4? ^onjcurrence to the 
measiurts vlsieb fae^ Mprtt>n, had taken for 
a generd, p%i£cation.« Thus backed and 
comfortedyr Poundtext resolved magnani* 
mously to await the coming of the Came^ 
romans;; ' . ^ _ 

Burley and his^cotkfedera'tes had- drawn: 
together a eoUKdexable body of these see- 
tarie^, ainounllidgi to si btindfed horse and. 
about fifteen^ hundred foot^ clouded and 
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severe in aspect, morose and j<eal<^us in 
eommunication, haughty of heart, and coiu 
fident, as men who believed that the pale 
of salvation was open for them exclusively ; 
that all other Christians, however slight 
were the shades of difference of doctrine 
from their own, were in fact little bettet 
than outcasts and reprobates. These men 
entered the presb^terian camp^ rather aa 
dubious and suspicious allies, or possibly 
antagonists, than as men who were heartily 
embarked in the same cause, and exposed 
to the same dangers. Burley made no pri« 
vate visit to his <:oHeagues, and held no 
communication with them on the subject 
of the public affiiirs, otherwise than by 
sending a dry invitation to them to at«^ 
tend a meeting of the general council fop 
that evening. 

On the arrival of Morton and Poundtexb 
at the place of assembly, they found their 
brethren already seated. Slight greetings 
passed between them, and it was easy toi 
see thart no amicable conference was- 'vof^ 
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tended by those who convoked the coun* 
ciK The first q^iestion was put by Mac 
bmr, the sharp eagerness of whose seal 
urged him to the van on all occasions; 
He desired to know by whose authority 
the malignant, called Lord fivandale, had 
been freed from the doom of death jostly 
denounced against him* 

" By my authority and Mr Morton'si** re^ 
plied Poundtexty who, besides being anxi- 
ous to give his oompanion a good opinion 
of his courage, confided heartily in his sup« 
port, and, moreover, had much less fear of 
encountering one of his own profession, 
and who confined himself to the weapons 
of th eological controversy, in which Pound* 
text feared no man> than of entering into 
debate with the stern homicide Balfour. 
- ^^ And who, brother,'* said Kettledrummle, 
^ who gave you commission to interpose ia 
such a high matter ? 

" ^^* The tenor of our commission,'' answer* 
ed^ Pound text, ^' gives us authority to bind 
and to l^ose. If Lord Evandale wasgust* 
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ly doomid ito die by rtiie voieb of (mbfof 
our: tiumterv be waa of aj^sni'^ty l^fully 
redeenwd from rd«ath* li^ the watraut of 

*^ Ga tPi;gQ ito/' saidiBttlley^ 'f wie knoii^ 
yxii^r vtmtwesi ifc vWte) tO) s^ndntbiit aiik^ 
wormh-^tisab ^ildodc trinket^t-thftt £fnfan»t4 
dered trifle of a Lond^^ to< bea^ termsri 6£ 

, ^^ It WMl so^V r^U^d ^oxtolii: rwiho! sa# 
hiji' ooiQiiaiiion: begin';ta fiiabti fbdfore tbe 
fierce dye of Qalfchiiu*^ it,wa9;:so;iand 
utrbat then^ f-rhkn tv^! to planige the natron; 
ii^ cindltesri^an in^otder ta pimtie acfaeioea 
whitsb aro >eqi8aTl^ ^ild/ vitked, <a6d iin^ 
altaimable ?' ' . \ . 

^^ H^ar himT' $aidtBalfouc; *^ be. blasH 
jibciDCtb**' 

'at.is fjdfle^/fiaid l^ofton;^ '^ Ibty bias- 
pbemewbo ^pretend to expect mivaelealuid 
neglect the use of tbe^buinftir ifiebiift Yikh 
vbkbrPfQvidoAeerbaa Meilaed itbetot! .1' re- 
peat! it^^BTs finnawed ofagcet ,» tibb tSf^ta^ 
blisbment of pcaeisf Oa f;£r and honburable 



terms' df smtttHtytQU'Wihtoiagkfk. ■anB'tx^ 
liiMnrty. W«- dttelaini> &riy desive Ur ty f an-' 
aiife^overtlKne'ofotiicnri;?' * 

The dtlbOs -wtMild no#! h3V«' Ai» liig^ 
thtfd eV«r, but»>UieyM^erriQtei9upte(l"by 
int«llig:«fte9 t^wt thieDoke of Moiimbiitlf 
hiftl<eomrtieh«ediMi'iiuu«& ttfw«t4isth««tteity 
and'wit alMady adViliiceil half urtfy fh»M^ 
Edlobiirglv. !%!» iN^Sctitonced thetf) divi« 
sions for thriDibincnt; and' it waiagr^ed tbav 
the' A^kf day sHotAii birbdd a» * fane ^fgt-> 
jidfAl l)tiniintttidii<fo^'tl)«ibkis of' <ha laad> 
tlttt; tlM< "Renretead -Mv Pocnidf^xY <Bho«kl> 
preadi-fb Ibtantty iAtfa€rmoririn|^,^ud'Ke(v' 
tledtntitwli^A the afteniood ; that neither' 
should toufch upott'aby to{rieaiof sfchiKM'^' 
of di4^fsk>ii, buV aitittiaite 'the soIdieriT tb re^- 
sist to the blood, like brethren in Ihe goiodt 
civtini' ThU beifinirg* weritH-e b'avihg'b^en 
agift(6dt», the' awdetjM' party r^ntuMd* 
iipoA another prdpttiid^ codAditi^ that' iv 
wo^ld'hftV^^difesappoft of Lctigoale', iKfh0> 
l«ok€d'titren>ely blank at the netr» wb^ch 
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they had just received, and might, be $^^ 
posed reconverted to moderate measures* 
It was to be presumed, they said, thafer 
since the King bad not entrusted the com- 
mand of his forces. upon the present ocean 
sion to any.of their active oppressors, but^ 
- 9n the Qontrary, had^ employed a naan o£ 
gentle temper, and of a djspo3itiop favour* 
able, to their cause, there must be some 
better intention entertained towards thesis 
than they had yet experienced. They con-^ 
tended^ tbat it was not only prudent but 
necessary to ascertain; from ;^ communicai^ 
tipn^with the Duke of Mpnmouth, whe 
ther he was not charged with some secret 
instructions in their favour. This could^ 
only be learned by dispatjphing an envoy^ 
tp, bis army. 

*^ And who. will undertake the, task ?**, 
sjftid Burley^ evading a. proposal toO; reasoo^. 
able to be openly resisted — .** Who will ga- 
up to their ca^mp, knowing that Grah»Qa 
of £laverhouse hath sworn to h^ngui^. 
whomsoever we shall dispatch towards 
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tliexn, in revenge of the death of the 
young man his nephew r*' 

'^ Let that be no obstacle, ** said Morton ; 
^ 1 will with pleasure encounter any risk 
attached to the bearer of your errandJ* 

^ Let. him go," said Balfour, apart to 
Macbriar ; ** our councils will be well rid 
of his presence/' 

^ The motion, therefore, received no con* 
tradictioii even from those who were es^- 
pected to have been most active in oppo- 
sing, it, and it was agreed that Henry 
Morton should go to the camp of ihe 
Duke of Monmouth in order to discover 
upon what terms the insurgents would be 
admitted to treat with him. As soon aa 
his errand was made known, several of the 
more moderate party joined in requesting 
him to make terms upon the footing of 
the petition, entrusted to Lord £vandale'a 
hands ; for the approach of the King's 
army spread a general trepidation,, by no 
means allayed by the high, tone assumed 
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hy tHb)Caiiietonia[as,' wl^ch* ]Mr ^p Httb to^ 
support it, excei^tli^t^flf ^pw^.h^loDgr 

. Caddie aa ]mr9(t4e»d«n^;iM9r^Yi.;B4t; forth 
towaxds/; the^ ro;^ > QMOf^ r ]at ; a^l the ri^k^ 
whidi atteibd/ttote^ wfao'asftum^l^e pffice 
o£ medktoir during the b^al «f «kv^l dii« 
cordt ^ . , . , . 

miles tefore' bee pc*few«4; tiM 
thepoinjt ofrfaHiiigj;in«i^ $b» y w of t)i^ 

royal forceAi; ai^ya^ he j»$q^4^ a fapigl;^^ 

saw alLtheroads in tbexkcigbbpurbpod-of^ 

cupied >y' aiiried misn' «^««<ibiBg w gfea* 

ordeif towardt 9otb«teU«>piik^ afi ftp^^ «acn- 

mon^ cm '\^ich .tikejri propmcdc to] «0€jaqop^ , 

fortbat oMDRijii^vat tliie: difttae«ei^ .^kbc^i^ 

t\m imks'ifcoiji .tl)e[Q)%k^ :on<lbe fftUb^rr 

side of^wAidi! riv«r thearaiy i3f < tbeiinaurff 

genii' iraaietMMid)intdl JtleigayetrbiB^f juji 

to t\ii fitist ^advianoed. guatd -ef ^avalsjl 

wbicti h0^nMi;i«nd:dQas»itBleated^btswi0b 

to .obtain access to the Dutee -of MQ»r 
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aminnroded . ih4)^tiy4agMd^ 'hi»*or9{>0r f to 
tnic s^opmor^ Md' h9 ^mis to wMlStev in' 
still higher comiii«td)'aidibcds9imifediateii 
ly^rodcrto flie^sfiDft^wbeFt Morloiv was de- 
tained. , ....... 

•^ To»>jWi^ bdt loiiiigr yourr tim©^ rty 
fntisd, iaod ^mking yd«f ili&^? safdobb i^ 
lterin/addremti|r^MoTt6n'; 'MheiDokfi ol^ 
Monmouth will ireoaivel no termti frtni^ 
traitors wttlrlnabb i&tiitir'haYuisi wd^dur 
crdtltia'^bavs^lieeffSfriDfa mnbi mithcrizc 
Mtattafeimi'bf^VtTyi'kindi'? 1 
' '^ I camiot' thiols jw said ^ Morton, ^^ that- 
evok if tbeiika|:eof IkfomdoittlyshouId^mnK 
sider u» wctinrikials/ he iiroold ddndehiii ! so^ 
hrrgeaJbofdjF of ihli^fellqvrHnil^ectfti without' 
careoh^toiagt'wlntt? they! have to plead for 
themselves. On my part I fear' notbixsgl 
I am cMKiotKs bf fhat'ii^g oon^iite^ to; or 
autht>jt1zeditiQ)etiie)ty) aird tbe^feac^ofisQr^ 
f%iiii^^itinfo&0i^% forttee orinies'iof e^tfaerl^ 
shall not deter me ffom e^eentitig ' ii^y ' 
cowmisstoti.*^ 
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i The two officers looked at each otheiv 
K *^ I have aa idea/' suil the younger,^ 
'f that this is the yovng. tnain of wbom^ 
Lord Evandale spoke' ' > > 
. " Is my Lord Evaniiale in the army ?^ 
said Morton. 

:. ^{ He is not," replied the officer; ." we 
left him at Edinburgh too much indisposed, 
to take. the field — Your. name,. sir, I.pre* 
sum^i is Henry Morton r ! V 
- *' It is^ sir/* answered Morton* 
:. ^' We will not oppose your seeing thii;3 
Duke, sir/' said the officer^ with more. ci« 
vility of manner; ** but you may assure 
yourself it will be to no puTipose;: fop^ 
were his Grace disposed to favour your 
people, others are joined in qommissioa; 
with him who will hardly consent to« hm 
doing so/' 

'^ I ihall be sorry to find it thus/' sakL 
Morton^ ^Vbut my duty requires that X, 
should persevere in my desire to have an^ 
interview wi^ him." 

** Lumley/' said the superior officer^ 
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^ Jet the Duke know of Mr Morton's arri- 
-val, and remind his *Grace that this is thfc 
person of whom Lord Evandale spoke so 
-highly." . 

, The officer returned with a message that 
the Greneral could not see Mr Morton that 
^^evening, but would receive him by times 
on^ the ensuing morning. He was detain* 
-ed' in a neighbouring cottage all night, 
hut treated with civility, and every thing 
provided for his accomtnodation. E^rly 
bn the nfext morning the officer he bad 
^rst seen came to condiict biro to his au- 
'dience. 

r The arrtiy was drawn' out, and in the act 
<>f forming column for march, or attack* 
The Duke was in thecdntre, nearly a mile 
from the place where Morton had passed 
the night. In riding towards the General^ 
he had an opport^inity of estimating the 
force which ha^d been assembled for the 
suppression of this hasty and ill-concerted 
insurrection* There were three or four re* 
Jgimcfnts of English^ the flower of Charles^^ 
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' ^Tmyr**^Atere wtte IfaeScQltbh; 
buTfiing •^itb ^Jtsire >to reiireiq^^ : their Jtte 

lars were also assembled, and a larg^ibodjr 
lOf cavahy^ coosistfiig fmrtigr Qff^adtmen 
ir<6kit)teerS)^ pialtly^of tUatenhnts. 4^ t&e 
<c^Wii/Wi^>d)d^i»itiia>y^ida^ for ithm 
*£^fs. Morton also )olMerved«eiinal^tro0|^ 
l>^rti^s <)^f '^i^MandetS'^awn 'fMm t}he 
fomts .nearest to/tHe liMvlabd jfotntkrs, a 
people p^tilm^tly^^fbtiOxiouBtb the west* 
^n %4)ig^^ ' and Who Imted ind despised 
them in tfae^anM:p«ofN)f«toii; -Tbese twie 
assembled under their chiefs, and-mad^ 
part of this formidable! array; /A^eomplete 
train "bf fkidMitrtitlMy ae0Sinp»(iied tkc 
€rmy ;>it»d ^tbe* ^hole had au air sa tn»pa^ 
singt^th^UffMieeiiied'iiiotlikkig'Sjhort of ^am 
«e(iiil mif 8>c1« d^ld ' prevMni t J^hetilUeqnipt- 

th6 i«sui^e^ts>ff0m bekig'Ultteriy destri^fc 
ed» ^'^Tbe ofllicet ^k^ aicdompaMMt &for« 
toQ^etideaved^ to^faiii#r'fromilm<l0Oks 
the^AfeUngs Mrith'^hicb^thi^'Spkudid^^aiid 

4 ' 



vwful ^tade -o^F mtltttty Aqrce jh»di im* 
presserf'hitn. ^t^ ' ttoe- to ; the: i cause >b« 
)iad esf^etesedy lie tebeupediftuqpen&Ilyito 
preTeiit'tfa€^ifitie*y^w^ch''hdlfelt fmm ap- 
peanog^ni' hts- ooiititeiianee^'^siid loeked 
aityund'hiin'Oir^he Wat iilce dispkyas pii a 
^ght wbith^ie expectedi atfd.io^jw^ich.be 
was-fiKlfS<^etttJ . ' 

^ 'You ' see the e^tei tainment - ptef^ed 
for ywi,* wid^ib^officers, - i 

«^If I'had iia appetite ^ii»r it/' replied 
Morton, ^* I would iidt4iave 4sceii acoom*' 
patijiBg you ai^tbM'inome«t»/iSai I &haU 
b^*1>etteT pleased M^tth a mor^^piwotfultp*, 
^e, "for tbeUakeiof allf «iitibs/r 

^s^ tliey4j^a<t6«i% th^'apporoaclfeditbe 
co«^iider4i!^liief^ JsidiOii torrouhded 3 by 
several officers, was seated upon a knoll 
co9»MLmimf;^imkeTUtmstuvQiipw»^^ the 
distant coutrtfyytan^'fimn'^wlMh^ooiild be 
easily discoverefd the windrog^ nia- 

jestto Clyde and the distant camp of the 
insurgents on the opposite bank. The of* 

d 
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veying the ground with the purpose of din 
rectin^ an immediate attack. When Cap-^ 
tain Lumley, the officer who accompanied 
Morton, had whispered in Monmouth's 
ear his name and errand, the Duke made 
a. signal for all aroun<l him to retire, ex- 
cepting only two general officers of disr 
tinction. While they spoke together ii^ 
whispers for a few minutes before Morton 
was permitted to advance, he had time to 
study the appearance of the persons with 
whom he was to treat 
' It Was impossible for any one to look 
upon the Duke of Monmouth without be-* 
ing captivated by his persdnal graces and 
accomplishments, of which the great high* 
priest of all the nine afterwards jecorded—-' 

"^ Whatever he did was done with ibo mueb ea«e» 
In him alone 'twas natural to please ; 
His motions all accompanied with grace^ 
And Paradise was opened in his face.'* 

Vet, to a strict observer, the manty beau« 
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ty of Monmouth's face was occasion* 
ally rendered less striking. by an air of va* 
cUlation and uncertaiatys which seemed to 
imply hesitation and doubt at moments 
when decisive resolution was most neces* 
sary. 

- Beside him stood Ciaiverhouse, whom 
we have^ already fully described, and an- 
other general officer, whose appearance 
was singularly striking. His dress was of 
the antique fashion of Charles the First's 
time, andcomposedofshamoy leather, cu^ 
riously slashed and covered with antique 
lace and garniture. His boots and spurs 
might be. referred to. the same distant pe- 
riod. He wore a breast-plate, over which de* 
scended a grey beard of venerable length; 
*which he cherished as a mark of moufniog 
for Charles the First, having never shaved 
since that monarch was l>rought to the 
scaffold. His head was uncovered, and aU 
most perfectly bald. His high and wrin* 
kled forehead^ piercing grey eyes^ and 

VOL. IV. B 
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marlced featupes, evinced age unbroken bjr 
Hi^rmity, and stfin rosolutien unseftened 
hy humanity^ Such is the outUne, h6w<r 
ever feebly expressed, of tbe celebrated 
General Thomas Daliell, a man moK ftar-* 
ed and hated by the whigs than even Chu 
verhouse hiniself, atid who executed the 
same violences agaiiist them out of a de- 
testation qf their personsi or perhaps an m« 
nate severity of temfier, which Grahame 
only resorted to on political accqunts, as 
the best mea^s of intimidating the foitewo 
ers of presbytery, and of destroy mg^^that 
sect entirely. 

The presence of these two generals, om 
of whom he knew by -person,: and the other 
by description, seemed to Morton: decisive 
o/ the fate of his embassy* But, notwitii«- 
standing his y^uth and inexperitoce, and 
the unfavourable reception whicb hfs pro^ 
posals se^ed likely to meet with, *he ad<* 
vanced boldly towards them upon reeeivisg 
a: signal t^ ti|at puiipbs^ delermmed that 



OLD HORTAIlTr. 127 

the cause of hts country, and of those vith 
whom be had taken up arms^ lAould suffer 
nothing from, being entrusted to him* 
Monmouth received him with the graceful 
ieourtesy which attended even his slight* 
est actions ; Dabell regarded htm with a 
stern, gloomy, and impatient frown i and 
Clayerhouse^ with a sarcastic smile and in- 
tlination of his head, seemed to claim him 
as an old acquaintance* 

'' You come, sir, from these unfortunate 
people," said the Duke of Monmouth, ^* and 
your name, I believe, is Morton ; will you 
favour us with the purport of your er- 
rand?" 

^* It if contained, my Lord," answered 
Morton, ^ in a paper, termed^ a fiemons- 
tranrce and Supplication, which my Lord 
Evandale has placed, 1 presume, in your 
Grace's hands f'^ 

" He has done so, sir,** answered the 
Duke; *^ and I understand, from Lord 
Bvandale, that Mr Morton has behaved in 
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V — 

these unhappy matters with much tempe* 
ranee and generosity, for which I have to 
reques(t his acceptance of niy thanks/^ 
. Here Morton observed Dalzell shake his 
head indignantly, and whisper something 
into Claverhouse's ear, who smiled in re- 
turn,5 and elevated his eyebrows, but in a 
degree so slight as scarce to be perceptible* 
The Duke, taking the petition from his 
pocket, proceeded, obviously struggling 
between the native gentleness of his own 
disposition, and his conviction that the 
petitioners denfanded no more than their 
rights, and the desire, on the other hand, 
of enforcing the king's authority and com- 
plying with the sterner opinions of the col- 
leagues in office, who had been assigned 
for the pur|iose of controlling as well as 
advising him* 

" There are, Mr Morton, in this paper^ 
proposals, as to the abstract propriety.of 
which I must now waive delivering any 
opinion* Some of them appear to me rea* 
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sonable and just ; and, although I haveno * 
express instruction from the King upon 
the subject, yet I assure you, Mr Morton, 
and I pledge my honour, that I will inter- 
pose in your behalf, and use my utmost in« 
fluence- to procure you satisfaction from 
his Majesty. But you will understand, 
that I can. only treat with supplicants, not 
with rebels ; and, a3 a preliminary to every 
act of favour oa my side, I must insist 
upon your followers laying down their 
arms and dispersing themselves/' 

" To do so, any Lord Duke,** replied 
Morton, undauntedly, ** were to acknow- 
ledge ourselves the rebels that our ene-^ 
mies term us. Our swords are drawn for 
recovery of a birth-right wrested from 
us; your Grace's moderation and good 
sense has admitted the general justice of 
our demand, — a denfiand wliich would ne- 
ver have been listened to had it not been 
accompanied with the sound of the trum* 
pet We cannot, therefore, and dare not, 
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lay down our arms, even on your Grace's 
assurance of indeininity^ unless it were ac*^. 
conipanred with some reasonable prospect 
of the redress of the wrongs which we com-» 
plain of," 

*VMr Morton," replied the Duke, " you 
are young, but you must have seen enough 
of the world to perceive that requests, by; 
no mestqs dangerous in themselvesj may 
become, 90 by the way in which they are 
pressed ^nd ;5uppprted«" 

" We may reply, my Lord,^' answered 
Morton^ ** that thjs disagreeable mode has 
not been resorted to until all others have*^ 

failed/* 

" Mr Morton,*' said the Duke, " I must^ 
break this conference short* We are in 
readiness to commence the attack, yet I 
will suspend it for an hour, until you can, 
communicate my answer to the insurgents* 
If they please to disperse their followers^ 
lay down their arms, and send a peaceful 
deputation to me, I will consider myself 
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bouitil io bbnour to do all I can to procure 
ttdttis of theirgrid vances ; if not, let them 
stand on tfaeiir guard and expect the con- 
sequenceaiii~I thmk^ gentlemen-/' be added» 
turnlDg to his twb colleagues, ^ this is the 
utmost length to which I can stretch my 
ifistrnctioas in favdur of these misguided 
persobsr" 

'^ By my^ faith/' abswered DalzelVsud* 
denly^ **and it is a length to which my 
poor judgment durst not have stretched 
them, considering I had both the King and 
my tdnscleiice t6 ai»wer to. Biit^ doAbt- 
lesSf your Grace knows more of the King^s 
private mihd thau we, who have only the 
kttfr of our inJstruetions to look to." 
. MonnJQuth blushed deeply. ''Youhear/^ 
he said,.addres5iBg Morton, ^' General Dd« 
zell blames me for the length Which I ani 
disposed to go in youi favour/' 

** GenetalDalzell's sen tiihents, my Lord,^ 
rq>lied Morton, *^ are such as we expecfc 
from hipi ; your Grace's such as we ^m 
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prepared to hope you might please to en- 
tertain^ but I. cannot help adding, that, in 
the case of the absolute submission upon 
ivhiqh you. are pleased to insist, it might 
still remain something less than doubtful 
how far, with such counselors around the 
King, even your Grace's intercession might 
procure us effectual relief, fiut I will com^ 
municate to pur leaders your Grace's an- 
swer to our, supplicatioaj.andy since w« 
iicannot obtain peace, we must bid war wel- 
come as well as we may .^ 

V Good mornings sir/' said the Duke; 
^M suspend the movements, of attack for 
one hour, and for ope hour only. If you 
have an answer to return within that space 
of time, I will receive it here, and earnest* 
ly entreat it may be. such as to save the ef* 
fusion of blood/' 

At this moment another smile of deep 
imeaning piassed between Dalzell and Cla* 
verhouse. The Duke observed it, and re- 
peated his words with great dignity* 
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.'^ YeS| gentlemen, I said I trusted the 
answer might be such as would save the 
effusion of blood. I hope the sentiment 
neither needs your scoruy nor incurs your 
displeasure. ** 

Dahell returned the Duke^s frown with 
a stern glance, but made no answer* Cla- 
verhouse, his lip just curled with an ironi- 
cal smile, bowed, and said, *^ It was not 
for him to judge the propriety of his 
Grace's sentiments.'* ' 

Jhe Duke made a signal to Morton to 
withdraw. He obeyed; and, accompanied 
by his former escort, rode slowly through 
the army to return to the camp of the non- 
conformists. As he passed the fine corps 
of Life Guards, he found Claverhouse was 
already at their head. That officer no 
sooner saw Morton, than he advanced and 
addressed him with perfect politeness of 
manner. .... 

^M think this i^ not the first thne I 
have seen Mr Morton of Milnwood ?*' 

B 2 
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^ It h not Colofiel Grabame'a faUlt,'^ 
said Morton^ smiliag Bt^r^Iy^ /^ Ihntibe or> 
any one els^ should be ^ow incommoded) 
by my presence/* 

*' Allow me at least to say,^ replied Clih 
verbouae» ^ that Mr M<>rten?s prteent ai« 
tuatiou 9Vtbof izei^ the o^iAion I have en^: 
tertaified of hiiti, and that my proceedingfr 
^t our last meeting only squared tof my 
duty." . . 

** To reconcile your actions to your dttty,^ 
and your duty to your conscience^ is your 
business. Colonel Grahame> not mine/' said 
Morton, justly offended at being thus, in 
a mannerj required to approve of the sen- 
tence under which be had so nearly suf- 
fered, 

^' Nay> but stay aik instant,'* saidCiaver- 
house ; *^ Evandale insists that I have some 
wrongs to acquit myself of in yonr in- 
stance« I trust I shall always make some 
difference betweetx a high-minded gentle* 
man^ who, though misguided, acta upcoi 
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genetooB priDcipIcSi and tihe cnxy fknati- 
cai downs ymidtr, with the hloqd-thirsty 
assksdns; whd beafi tbcm } therefore) if 
they do not diipcirae iBjKm your return^ let 
me {>ray you instantly come over to our 
army and sunender yourself, .for, beassw- 
fed) tbnj will not stand our assault fbr 
half an hour. If yon will be ruled ahd 4o 
tins, be sure to enquire tox me^ Men- 

ft 

su>)itb> strange as it may seem^ cannot 
protect you — Dalzell will not — I both can 
and will ; and I have promised to Evan* 
dale to do so if you will give me an oppor* 
tunity.** 

'^ I should owe Lord Evandale my 
thanks/' answered Morton coldly, '^ did 
not his scheme imply an opinion that I 
might be prevailed on to desert those with 
whom I am engaged. For you,. Colonel 
Grahamey if you will honour me with a^ 
different species of satisfaction,, it is pro- 
bable, that, in an hour's time, you will 
find me at the west end of Both well Bridge 
with my sword in my hand,'' 
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"I shall be hialppy to meet you there,** 
said Glaverhousie, ^* but.still more so should 
you think better on my first proposal.'' 

They then saluted and parted. 

" That is . a pretty lad, ' Lumley,*' said 
Claverho.use, , addressing himself to the 
other officer ; ^* but he is a lost man-r-his 
blood be upon his bead.'' 

So saying, he addressed himself to the 
task of preparation for instant battle. . 



* ' 
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CHAPTER II. 

► • • • 

9t|ty bark i tbeient has changed its voic^ 
' There' s peace and r^t nae langer. 

BURKSi 

* WhIn Morton had left the well-ordered 
outposts of the regular army, and arrived 
at those which were maintained by his 
own party, he could not but be peculiarly 
sensible of the difference of discipline, and 
entertain a proportional degree of fear for 
the consequences. The same discords which 
agitated their counsels raged even among 
their meanest followers ; and their picquets 
and patroles were more interested and oc- 
cupied in disputing the true occasion and 
caUies of wraths ai^d defining the limits of 
£rastian heresy, than in looking out for 
and observing the motions of their ene« 
teies, though within hearing of their drums 
and trumpets. v. 



\ 
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There was a guard, however, posted at 
the long and narrow bridge of BothweU, 
over which the enemy roust necessarily ad- 
vance to the attacJi: ; but, like the others^ 
they were divided and disheartened ; and, 
entertaining the idea that they were posted 
on a desperate service, they even medi^ 
tated withdrawing themselves to the main 
body. This would have been utter ruin ; 
for, on the defence or loss of tbis pass^ 
the fortune of tb« day was most likely to 
depend ; all beyond it was a plain opeii» 
field, excepting a few thickets of bo gr^A 
depth, and, consequently, was ground oft 
which the undisciplined forces of tbe id^ 
surgents, deficient as they were in cavalry^ 
and totally unprovided with artiUecy^ Werc^ 
^Itogetbejp unlikely to withstand tbe^slUMk 
of regular troops. ^ 

Morton, therefore,: viewed tbe pasa^ 
carefully, and foriped the hope; tbftt bjjt 
occupying two or three hou8e«:^fi th^ M% 
bank of the river, witli tb^ copi^ a4i4 
thickets of alders and hazels that lined ito^ 

5 
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alde^un^ hy MQjBkadii^rthe pa^si^e itself, 
aod shuttioi; the gates of a portal^ which,, 
afieoxdiug to the cAd fashioiiy was built oa 
the central arch of the bridge of Bothwel^' 
it might be easily dd^ended against a verjr! 
^Bperior fafce*. He issued direotioni ao* 
cerdingly, and commanded the parapets 
of the bridge,, on the farther side of the 
portal, tQ be thrown down, that they) 
might afford no protection to the e^iemy 
when they should attempt the passage* 
Blorton then conjured the party at thia 
important post to be watchful and upon 
their guard, and promised them a speedy 
and strong reinforcement. He caused them 
to adTance videttes beyond the river ta 
watdi the progress of the enemy, which 
outrposts Jbe dijpected should be withdrawn 
to the left bank as soon as they approach- 
ed;, finally, he charged them to send re* 
gular information to the main body of all 
d)at th^y should observe. Men under arms^ 
and in a situation of danger, are usually 
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sufficiently alert in; appreciating the merit 
of their officers. - Morton's intelligence and< 
activity gained the confidetice of these 
men, and with better hope and heart thaii 
they had before, they began to fortify their, 
position in the manner he recommended, 
and saw him depart with three loud cheers^ 
Morton now galloped hastily towards 
the main body of the. insurgents^ but was. 
surprised and shbcked at the scene of con*, 
fusion and clamour which it exhibited, at 
the moment when good order. and concord 
were:of such essential consequence. In-^ 
stead of beingdrawn up in line of battle, 
and listening. to the commands of their of- 
ficers, they were crowding together in a 
confused mass that rolled and agitated it- 
self likes the waves of the sea, while a 
thousand tongues spoke, or rather vocife- 
rated, and not a single ear was found: to 
listen. Scandalized at a scene so extraor*. 
dinary, Morton endeavoured to make his 
way through the presis to learn, and, if pbs* 
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sible, to remove the cause of this so uii« 
timely disorder. While he is thus engaged, 
we shall make the reader acquainted with 
that which he was some time in disco* 
vering. 

The insurgents had proceeded to hold 
their day of humiliation, which, agreeably 
to the practice of the puritans during the 
earlier civil war, they considered as the 
most . effectual mode of solving all diffi- 
culties and waiving all discussions. A 
.temporary .pulpit, or tent, was erected in 
the middle of the encampment; which, 
according to the fixed arrangement, was 
first to be occupied by the Reverend Peter 
Poufidtext, to whom the post of honour 
was assigned, as the eldest clergyman pre- 
sent. But as the worthy: divine, with slow 
and stately steps, was advancing towards 
the rostrum. which had been prepared for 
himi h^ was prievented by the unexpected 
apparition of Habbakuk Mucklewrath, the 
insane preacher, whose appearance had so 
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much sUrtled Morton at tbe first co^aticU 
of tbe msurgeuta after their victory at 
IiQiulon'^hilU It is not known whether b^ 
Wfts toting under the influence and insti^- 
gation of the Cameronians, or whether he 
was merely impelled hy his own agitated 
imagination, and the temptation of aya«* 
cant pulpit before him, to seize the oppor** 
tunity of exhorting so respectable a coti^ 
gregation. It is only c^taiui that he-took 
OCcaAtoa by the forelock^ sprung into tb« 
pu1pit> cast bis eye& wildly round him^ 
andi undi&mayed by the murmusa of nrn^f 
of the audience, opened the J^ibte^ read 
foviiL as bia text, from the thirtettith chapi- 
ter of Deuteronomy, ^^ Certaip men, tht 
children of Belial, are gone ouA from amim|; 
yQU>. and have withdrawn the ittbabitanta 
of their city, aayiag, let tU^ go f»fV€ othor 
godi which you have not knowti;" and 
then, rushed at ow;e into the midst of hi^ 
subject* 
The harangue of MucklewratH was as 
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wild and extravagant as his hitrutioa waa 
unauthorized and untimely; but it was 
provokingly coherent^ in so far aa it turnf 
ed entirely upon the very subjects of dis* 
ooxd, of which it bad been agreed to ad^ 
jbam the consideration until some more 
suitable opportunity. Not a single topic 
did he omit which had offence in it ; and»; 
after charging the moderate party with' 
heresy, with crouching to tyranny^ witkk 
seekfng to beat peace with Gdd-s weouea^ 
be applied to Morton, by name, the charge; 
that'he had been cAie of those m&sk of Be^ 
Hal, who, in the wovds of his text,, had gone 
oMt from amotigst them to withdraw^ the ilip 
habitants of hiis city, and U> go astray after 
like Gods* To hinii and all who foHo^red 
lum, or approved of his conduct Mi:^kle<^. 
wrath denounced fury and. vetigeaace, and 
exhorted those who would hold themselvea 
pure and ifndefited to come up from the 
midst of thenu 

'' Fear not,"* be said, *' because of the. 
neighing of horsesji or the glitteriii^ of the 
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breastplate. Seek not aid of the Egyptians, 
because of the enemy, though they may be 
numerous as locusts, and fierce as dragons. 
Their trust is not as our trust, nor their 
rock as our rock ; how els$ shall a thousand 
fly before one, and two put ten thousand 
to the flight ! I direameid it in .the visiona 
of the nighty and the voice said, ^ Habba* 
kuk) take thy fan and purge the wheat 
from the chalF, that they be not both con- 
sumed With the fire of indignation and the 
lightning of fury/ Wherefore, I say, take 
this Henry Morton— this wretched Achan, 
who hath brought the accursed thing 
among ye, and made himself brethren in 
the camp of the enemy— take him and 
stone him with stones, and thereafter bum 
him with fire, that the wrath may depart 
from the children of. the Covenant* He 
hath not taken a Babylonish garment, but 
he hath sold the garment of righteousness 
to the woman of Babylon— *he hath not ta* 
ken two hundred shekels of fine silver, but 
he hath bartered the truth, which is more 
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preciourthan ahek^U. of silver or wedges 

of gold." . 

At this furious charge^ .brpugbt so uiiex* 
pectedly agaitist one of their most aotive 
commandcirs, the audience broke out into 
open tumulti. some demanding that there 
should instantly be a new election of offi- 
cers, into whigh office none should here^ 
after be admitted who had, in their phrase, 
touched of that which was accursed* or 
temporized more or less with the heresies 
and corruptions of the tinges. While such 
was the depand.of the Camerpnians, t)iey 
vociferated loudly, that t;hose who were 
not with them.w^re against themt— tbatit 
was BO time to relinquish the substantial 
part of the, coyejianted tes^tinaony, of the 
Church, if they expected a blessing on 
their arms and theic cause; and that, in, 
their eyes, a, lukewarm Presbyterian was^ 
little better, than a Prqlatist,,an Anti^co- 
venanter, and a Nulljfidian. 

The parties accused repelled, the charge 
of criminal .cgmpliaQce.^d defj&jctiou fron;^ 
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the trutb, with scorn and in^naCien» tnd 
charged their accusers with>reach ef faitbt 
a) Well as with wrong-'headed and extrava* 
gant wbA in mtroduckig such diviaicms in^ 
to an ttxtiyi the joint strength of winch 
Could ikotf by the most sangnine^ be judged 
mote tiian sufficient to face their enemies. 
Boundtexty and one or two others, made 
siMne faint efforts to stem the increasing 
ftrry of the factious^ exclaiming to those of 
the ether party, in the words ef the Patri- 
arch, — *^ Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between*thy 
herdsmen and my herdsasen, for we be 
brethren.'" — No pacific overture could pos* 
sibly obtain audience. It was in vain that 
even Barley himself, when he saw the dis# 
liensioii proceed to ^vch ruinous len|g»ths, 
exerted-hisstern and deep voice, command* 
ing silence, aad obedience to discipline* 
The spirit of insubordination had gone 
forth, and it seemed as if the exhortation 
of Habbajuik Mi¥>klewratb bad coiDomni. 
eated a part of his frenzy to aU who heard 



Imw Tbe iviMr, oi^ ra6re timiA part of the 
assembly, were already withdrawiogtbem* 
selves from the field, and giving up their 
eause aa lost Odiers were medenrtmg a 
harmonioufl call, as they somewhat kbpro i 
peily termed it, to new officers; and dis* 
sdssfng thoM fi^merly chosefi, and that 
ifritk a tumult and clamour worthy of tbt 
. deficiency of good aense and good order 
implied in the whole transaction. It was 
at this moment when Morton arrived in 
the 6eid,aBd joined the army, in total con* 
fitaion^ taasi on the p<»nt of ^kaoivifug it- 
self. His arrival oGcasioned loud exctama* 
tions of applause on the one aide, and of 
impMoation on'the other. 

^«^* What meana this itirnous diiorder at 
such a moment ?'* he exclaimed to Burley, 
who, exhausted with his vain exertions to 
itetor^ brdtr, was; bow leaning on his 
swwdj and regarding the confaiion with 
m &fep^ resolute despair. 

« ^ U means," he replied^ ^' that God has 
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delivered us iti to the bands df our ene- 
mies.?' '.. -.^ '■-.-■ - • •'■■'^ ^' ^ • i 
': ** Not SO," answered Morton^ with a 
voice aud gfesture which compelled many' 
to listen ; /^ it is hot God who deserts us, 
it is we who desert him, and disbonoitr 
ourselves by disgracing and betrayii^ the 
cause of freedom and religion •—^ Hear me,*' 
he exclaimed, springii^ to the pulpit which 
Mucklewrath had been compelled Uy eva* 
cuate by actual exhaustion-^^^ I bring from 
Hat enemy, an offer to treat, if you incline 
to lay down your arms* I ckn insure, you 
the means of making^ an honourable .de« 
fence,' if you are of more/ manly. tempers* 
The time flies fast on. Let us resolv^e jst-. 
tber for peace or war ; and let it not be 
said of US: in future days, : that ^x ihou- 
^nd: Scottish men in arms had neither 
coitr^tg^ to stand ^their ground and fight ift. 
out, nor prudence to treat for peac^; ni^r 
even the coward's wisldomi to retreat m 
good* time and with safety.; What sigmifies 
qinarrelling on minute points of church^ 
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eiplioe) when the whole edifice ii thteaten* 
ed with total destruction. O, remember^ 
my brethreiii that the last and worst evil 
which God brought upon the people whooi 
he had once chosen — the last and worst pu« 
nishnoent of their bliadoess and hardness 
of heart was the bloody dissensions which 
xeat asunder their city» even when the eae^-^ 
my were thundering at its gates/' 

Somp of the audience testified their feel^ 
ifig of this exhortation by loud exQlama** 
tjions of applause ; oth«r^ by hooting^ and 
exclaiming)--^'' To your tents, O Israel !" 

Morton, who beheld the columns of the 
enemf}' already beginpiqg to appear on the 
right bank> and directing tltf ir march upon 
the bridge, rfpsed his voice to its utmost 
pitchy s^nd, pointing at tbe same time with 
his hand, exclainied,-*-'* Sfleuoe your sense* 
l^ss clapnouri, yonder is the lenemy! On 
maintafning the bridge s^galnst him de- 
pend our lively as well as our hope to re- 
claim our laws and liberties#-^There shaU 
at least one Scottitbnian die in their de* 
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fence.*— Let any one who loves his coun- 
try foUow me 1" 

The multitude had turned their heads 
in the direction to which he pointed. The 
sight of the glittering files of the foot- 
guards, supported by several squadrons of 
horse, of the cannon which the artillery* 
men were busily engaged in planting^ 
against the bridge, and of the long suc« 
cession of troops which were destined to 
support the attack, silenced at once their 
clamorous uproar^ and struck them with' 
as much consternation as if it were an un- 
expected apparition, and liot the very 
thing which they ought to have been look-" 
ing outfor. They gazed on each other, 
and on their leaders, with looks resembling 
those that indicate the weaknieiss of a pa* 
tient when exhausted by a fit of frenzy. 
Yet when Morton, springing from the ros- 
trum, directed his steps towards the bridge/ 
he was followed by about an hundred of 
the young men who Were particularly at- 
tached to his command. 
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fiurley tunied to Macbriar — " Ephraim," f 
he said, ^^it is Providence points us the. 
way^ through the worldly wisdom of this ; 
latitadiaarian youth. — He that loves the; 
light, let him follow Burley !" 

^' Tarry/' replied Macbriar; " it is not, 
by Henry Morton, or such as him, that our 
goings*out aiid our comings*in are to he* 
meted ; therefore tarry with us. I fear trear. 
chery to the host from this nuUifidian 
Achan — ^Thou shalt not go with him*: 
Thou art our chariots and our horsemen." 

^^ Hinder me not," replied Burley ; ^* he: 
hath well said that all is lost, if the enemy 
win the bridge*-* therefore let me not--* 
Shall the children of this generation be 
called wiser or braver than the children of 
the, sanctuary? — ^Array yourselves under. 
your leaders — let us not lack supplies of 
men and ammunition ; and accursed be he^ 
who tumetb back from the work on. this 
great day!'' 

Having thus spoken, he hastily march* 
ed towards the bridge, and ,was followed. 
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by about two hundred of tbe most gallant 
atid zealous of his party. There was a deep 
atid disheartened pause when ^Morton and 
BuHey departed. The commandera avail- 
ed themselves of it to^ display their lines 
in some sort of ord^/ and exhort^ those 
who were most exposed to throw them-* 
selye9 upon their faces^ to avoid the can- 
nonade which they might presently expect. 
Tlie insurgents ceased to resist at to re- 
xnonstrate ; but the awe which had aileiii-^ 
ced their discords^liad dismayed, their coui 
r&ge. ^ They suffered themselves to be 
farmed into ranks with tht docility of Oi 
flock of sheep> but without poesessiDgy for 
the time, more resolution or energy ;.for 
they experienced a sinking of the hearty 
imposed by the sudden and imminent apK 
proach of the danger which they neglected 
to provide against while it was yet distant. 
They were, however, drawn but with some 
regularity ; and as they still possessed tbe 
appearance of an army, their leaders had 
only to hope that some favourable circnm- 
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stance would restore their spirit and cou« 
rage 

Kettledrummle, Pound t ex ty Macbriar, 
and other preachers, busied themselves in 
their ranks, ^nd prevailed on them to raise 
a psalm« But the superstitious among 
them observed, as an ill omen, that their 
song of praise and triumph sunk into *^ a 
quaver of consternation/' and resembled 
rather a penitentiary stave sung on the 
scaffold of a condemned criminal, than the 
bold strain Which had resounded along the 
wild heath of Loudon^hill, in sfiticipatipa 
of that day's victory. The melancholy m^ 
iody ;ioon received a rough accOmpaii* 
mfent, for tlie cannon began to fire on one 
sfde^ and the Aiuiketry on both, and t^e 
bridge of BotUw^ll^ with the banks adJAi> 
cent, wtere involved lA Wreaths of smoke. 
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CHAPTER III. 

4 
• • • . « 

As e'er ye saw the rain down &V 
Or yet the arrow from tbe'baw^ 

Sae out Scots lads feU even down. 
And they lay slain on every knbwe.' 



Ehe Morton or Burley had reached the 

'post to be defended, the enemy had com* 

menced an attack upon it with great spirit. 

'The two tegimeilts of Foot^Guards, form* 

ed into a dose column, rushed forward to 

'^the river; one corps, deploying along the 

right hftXkk, commenced a galling fire on 

the defenders of the pass, while the other 

pressed on to occupy the bridge* The 

insurgents sustained the attack with great 

constancy and courage ; and while part of 

their number returned the fire across the 

river^ the rest maintained a discharge of 
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musketry Upon the furtbereud of the bridge 
itself, and every avenue by which the sol- 
diers endeavoured to approach it. The Ia£- 
ter suffered severely, but still gained ground, 
and, the heaid of their column was already 
upon the bridge, when the arrival of Mor- 
ton changed the scene ; and his marksmen, 
Commencing upon the pas^ a fire as well 
aimed as it was sustained and regular, corn- 
pelled the assailants to retire with muck 
-loss. They were a second time brought 
Up to the charge* and a second time xer 
pulsed with still greater los^* as Burley 
had now brought his party into action. 
The fire was continued with the utmost 
vefaetnence on both sidesi and the issue of 
the. action seemed very dubious^ 

Monmouth, mounted on a superb white 
charger, might be discovered on the top of 
the. right bank of the river, urging, entreat* 
Jng, and itnimating the exertions of his sol- 
diers. By his orders, tbe cannon, whicbhad 
.lujtherto. been employed in annoying tho 
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distant maiii body o( tht {^tesbjteriand^ 
vere now turned upon tbe defenders of the 
l^ridge^ But these tremendous engines, 
being wrought much more slowly than in 
modern times^ did not produce the e& 
feet of annoying ox terrifying tb€ enemy 
to the extent proposed. The insurgent^^ 
sheltered by copsewood along the bank 
^f the river, or stationed in the houa^ 
already mentioned, fought under cover, 
IK^hile the royalists, owing to the precaii- 
tions of Morton, were entirely exposed. 
The defence was so protracted and obsti- 
nate, that the royal generals began to fear 
it might be ultimately auccc^ssfuL While 
Monmouth threw himself from his horse, 
and, rallying the Foot*Guards, brought 
them on to another close and desperate at- 
tack, he Was warmly seconded by D^kelt, 
who, putting himself at the head of a bo- 
'^dy of Lennox Highlanders, rushed for- 
ward with their tremendous war-cry of 
'IiOch*sloy. The ammunition of the de- 
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fmdera of the bridge bejgaii to fkti at 
this important cmi^s mcatages, command* 
ing and imploring suocourt and supplies, 
were in vain di^iatched, one after the 
other, to the main body of the presbytieri* 
^n army, which remamed inactiTely drawn 
up on theiopen fields in the jrear. Pear, con* 
-sternation, and misrule, bad gone abroad 
among tliem, and, while the post on which 
their safety depended required to be in« 
Btantly and powerfully reinforced, there 
remained none either to command or to 
obey. 

A« tlie fire of the defenders of the bridge 
began to slacken^ that of the i^ssailants in* 
creased, and became more fatal^ Anima* 
ted by the example and exhortations of 
their generals, they obtained a footihg 
upon the bridge itself, and began to re- 
move tht obstacles by which it was block- 
aded. The portal-gate was broken open, 
the beams, trunks of trees, and other ma- 
terials of the barricade, pulled down and 
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tlirbwn into, the river. This was not ac'- 
Complished without opposition. Morton 
and Burley fought in. the very front of their 
1 followers, and encouraged them with thqir 
pikes, halberts, and partisans, to encounter 
the bayonets of the Guards and the broad* 
swords of the Highlanders. But those be- 
hind them began to shrink from the.uu- 
t equal combat, and fly singly, or in parties 
jof two or three, towards the main body, 
nntil the remainder were, by the mere 
weight of the hostile column, as: much as 
by their weapons, fairly forced from the 
bridge*. The passage beipg now open, the 
«nemyl began to pour over. But the bridge 
was long and narrow, which rendered the 
maoccuvre slow as well as dangerous ; and 
those! who. first passed, had still to force 
the rhouses, from .the windows of which 
the Covenanters continued to fire. Burley 
and Morton, were near each, other at this 
critical moment.. 

\^\ There is yet time," said, the former, 
*' to bring down horse to attack them, ere 
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they can g^^t into order ; and, with the aid 
pf God^ we may thus regain the bridge- 
hasten thou to bring them down, while I 
make the defence good with this old and 
wearied body.'* 

Morton saw the importance of the ad* 
Tice, and, throwing himself on the horse 
. which Giiddie held in readiness for him be* 
hind the thicket, galloped towards a body 
of cavalry which chanced to he composed 
entirely pf Cameronians. Ere he could 
: speak his errand, or utter his ordcTs, he 
was saluted by the execrations of th^ 
whole body.^ 

** He flies," they exclaimed — ^^ thft cow- 
ardly traitor flies like a hart from the hunt- 
ers^ and hath left valiant Burley in the 
midst of the slaughter !" 

«*, I do not fly," said Morton. " I come 
tO'lead you to the attack.-r- Advance bold<- 
. ly, and wb; shall yet do well." 

"Follow him: not !— Follow him'not T-r- 
Mch: were the tumultuous exclamations 
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w^ich resounded from the I'aaki; ^^^ 
hath sdd yeu to the sword oftfae^eBemy/' 

And while Mortoty argaed^ entreate<i^ 
^and coimnafided m vatn> the moment ws^is^ 
lost in which the advance might have beete 
useful ; and iht luitlet from the bridge, 
with all its defences, being in complete 
po^essioD of the enemy^ Barley and hif 
temaimng followers were driven back up- 
on tbdiBs^ii body, to whom the spectaete 
of their hurried and harassed retreat was 
far from refrtoriog the • confidence whid^ 
they so 'much wanted* ^ 

In the meanwhile, the forces of the King 
crossed tlie bridge at their ieisure, and^ 
secui4ng the access, formed in line of bat* 
tie r while Claverhouse, who, like a liawk 
perched on a rock, and eying the time to 
pounee on 4ts prey, had watched the event 
of the action from the opposite bank, noW 
passed the bridge at the head of his cavak 
ry^ at full trDt, and^ leading them iu squa* 
drons through the intervals and found the 
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fbrnks of the royal infafitry^ formed tiierii 
on the moor, utid led ttem to the charge^ 
advancing in front with one Urge body, 
while other two d^bions threatened the 
ftinks of the Covenanters* Their devoted 
army wa$ now in that situatkui: when the 
sligiitest demonstraticm towards an attack 
was certain to inspire pause. Their bro- 
ken spirits and disheartened oonrage wecie 
unabU to endure the charge of the caval- 
ry^ attended with all its ter rible accompa- 
* niments of si^ht and sound ;-^^ie rush of 
the hordes at full speed, the shaking of the 
earth niider their feet, the glancing of the 
s^words, the waving of the plutnes, and tbe 
fierce shonts of the cavalieni. The front 
ranks faanlly attempted one 'illrdirected 
and 4iiof derly fire^ and their rear wese. 
broken and ilying in confusion . ere the 
diarge bad been conipleted; and in less 
than :five miaeitttes the hocsemen wereimiac* 
ed with theniyCUtting and he wring without 
merc}^ The voice of Gtaverfaouse was 
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iheard, even above the din of <ionilict; ttr 
claiming to his soldiefs-— ^' Kill, kill-^no 
.quartet— think on Richard Grahamer—- 
'The dragoons^ many of whom had shared 
the disgrace, of Loudon^^hilli required ttQ 
exhortations to vengeance as easy as it 
:ivas complete. Their swords drank deep 
of slaughter among the resisting fugitives* 
Screams for quarter were only answered 
-by the shouts with which the pursuers ac- 
companied their blows, aiid the whole 
field presented one general scene of con- 
fused slaughter, flight, and pursuit. About 
twelve hundred of the insurgents who re- 
mained in a body a little apart from the 
rest, and out of the line of the charge oi 
cavalry, threw down; their arms and sur- 
rendered at discretion, upon the approach 
of the Duke of Monmouth: at the head of 
the infantry. That mild-tempered noble- 
man instantly allowed them the quarter 
which they prayed for ; and, gallopping 
about^ through the. fields exerted himself as 
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flutch to stop the slaughter as he had done 
to obtain the victory. While busied in 
this humane task he met with General 
•DalzeUi who was encouraging the fierce 
Highlanders and royal volunteers to shew 
their zeal for King and country, by quench- 
ing the .flame of the rebellion with the 
blood of .the rebels.. 

^^ Sheathe your sword, I command you, 

General !" exclaimed the Duke, ^^ and 

sound the retreat ; enough of blood has 

been shed ; give quarter to thf^ King's 

. misguided subjects/' 

" I obey your Grace,? said the old maq, 
wiping his bloody sword and returning it 
. to the scabbard ; ^* but I warn you, at the 
.same time, that enough has not been done 
to intimidate these desperate rebels. JEIas 
not your Grace heard that Basil Olifapt 
has <:ollected several gentlemen and. men 
of aubsta9ce in. the west, and is in the act 
of marching, to join them ?" 

" Basil Olifant !" said the Duke, " wljo, 
or what, is he ?" 
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*« the next male t»eif to fbfe list Eitl of 
TorwDod ; he is disaffected fd go^eerHmenlt 
from hrs claim to the estieite bein^ set sitnSk 
in favour of Lady Margaret Bellenklen ; 
and I suppose the hope of getting the lA-* 
heritance hafs set him in motion." 

** Be his motives what they will/* re- 
plied Monmouth) '^ he must soon disperse 
his followers, for this army is far too much 
broken to rally again. Therefore, once 
more, I command that the pursuit be 
stopped." 

" It is your Grace^s province to confi- 
mand, and to be responsible for your com- 
mands/' answered Dalzell, as he gave re- 
luctant orders for checkiiig the pursuit. ' 

But the fiery and vindictive Grahame 
was already far out of hearing of the signal 
of retreat, and continued with his cavaUy 
an unwearied and bloody pursuit, break- 
ing, dispersing, and cutting to pieces M 
the insurgents whom they could come up 
with. 
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Burley and Morton were both bttrried 
ofF the field by the conftised tide of fu- 
gitives. Tiiey made some attempt to de- 
fend the streets of Hamilton ; but, while 
labouring to iochice the flyers to face 
about and stand to their weapons, BuHey 

received a bullet which broke bis sword- 

- • ♦ 

arm, 

^* May the hand be withered that shtft 
the shotr he exclumedi as the svi^ord 
which he was waving ovier his h^d f<ft 
powerless to his side. ** I can Hgbt* no 
longer* 

Then turning ills honse^fe head,' he re« 
treated out of the confusion. Mot ton to6 
now saw that the continikmg bis nniaTail- 
ipg (efforts, to rally the Dyers could only 
end in his own death or captivity^ and, 
fdllowed by the f^itliful Caddie, he extri- 
cated himself ^m the presis, and, bdn|; 
well mounted, leaped his horse over one or 
two enclosaresp and got into the open 
country. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

They require 
^Of Heaven the hearts of lioii% tocaih of tiger% 
Yea, and the fieroenen tooi 

Flxtohsiu 

£vB»rnro had fallen ; and, for the last 
two hours, thty had seen none of their ilW 
fated companions, when Morton aod his 
faithful attendant gained the moorland,, 
and approached a large and solitary farm« 
house, situated in the entrance of a wild* 
and moorish gten, far remote from any 
other habitation. 

" Our horses,*^ said Morton,^ " will carry 
ui no farther^ without rest or food, and we 
must try to obtain them, here, if possibieJ' 

So speaking, he led the way to the 
house. The place had every appearance 
of being inhabited. There was smoke is* 



suing frairi the <^iinliey in a coneklenble* 
vblome^ anil the rnafk^ of recest hoofs 
wiere visible ardumi ibe ^oofd They could 
even hear the murmuring 4^f human voices 
\riti]&n ihfe house. BuC all the lower win- 
dows were closely secured i' and, wheB they. 
knocked at the door, no answer was re- 
turned* After vainly calling aiid entreat- 
ing admittance, they withdrew to the sta- 
ble, or shed, in order to accommodate 
their :horses> ere the^ used farther means 
of gaining admission. In- this place the^ 
fbjirad' (:en :0r twelve^ horses, whose appear- 
ance of fatigue^ as virellas the mUitaiy yefc 
disordered apfeiar^nce' of their saddles and 
accoutrements^ plainly ih(|ioatiedvtl;iat their 
o^ii^ners lir^re fqgitive in^i^ats JLa thpir 
own circumstancies.^ 

" This meeting bodes gud^ hick,*^ said 
Cudd^; 'raftd^ey ha^H^s^lthoVbee^ that's 
ae thing certaiiH fojr h^e/sa raw hide that 
hasrib4»9it ahput the hurdles p' a stot not 
his4f m batfr ♦yne— it's yratm yetr." 

(7 
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returned again to the house, aind, annpun*; 
dng themselves as men in the sam^ predi*. 
cam^nt with the inmates, clamoured load« 
ly for admittance. :..;..•> 

" Whoever ye be/* answered a stern 
voice from the window/ after -a long and 
obdurate silence, ^' disturb not tii08e> wha 
mourn for. the desolation and captivity o£' 
the landj and search. out. the causes , of 
wrath and of defection, that the stunybling- 
blocks may be removed over whioh we 
have stumbled." 

" They are wild western wbigs^** said 
Cuddie, in a whisper to his master, ^' I ken 
by their language. Fiend hae me if I like 
to venture on them." 

Morton, however, again called to the 
party within, and insisted on admittance ; 
but^ finding his entreaties still disregarded, 
he opened one of the lower Wrtndows, and 
pushing asunder the shutters, which were 
but slightly secured, stepped into the large 
kitchen from which the voice had isaued. 
Cuddie followed him^ muttering betwixt 
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his teetliy as he put his head within the 
window^ *^ That he hoped there was nae^ 
scalding brose on the fire/* and master 
and servant both found themselves in the 
company of ten or twelve armed men, seat- 
ed arcmnd the fire on which refreshments 
Wefe preparing, and busted apparently in* 
their devotions. 

In the gloomy countenances, illuoiina* 
ted by the fire-light, Morton had no diffi* 
cttlty in recognizing several of those zeal- 
ots who had most distinguished themselves 
by their intemperate opposition to all mo- 
derate measures^ together with, tlietr noted 
pastor, £phraim Macbriar^ and the ma» 
niac, Habbakuk Muck le wrath. The Ca* 
meronians neither stirred tongue nor hand 
to welcome their brethren in misfortune, 
but continued to listen to the low mur* 
mured exercise 4>f Macbriar, as he prayed 
that the Almighty would lift up hia hand 
frono his people, and not make an end in 
the day of his anger. That they were 
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QonsQiotis of tb^ preseoQe of tt)« intrudera 
only appeared ftom tlie sullen an4 indij;* 
naiit glaiiocs M^lncb they shot at thein> 
from time to time^ as their ejres epcount-* 
ered. 

. Morton, finding into what unfriendly 
aociety he had uiawtttingly intruded, h^ 
gan to think of retreating ;: but, op tqrii* 
ing his head, observed with some alarm, 
that two strong men had .sillily placed 
themselves beside the window through 
which they bad entered. One of these omi- 
nous oentinels whispered to Caddie, '^ S^a 
of that precious womaUf Mause Headrigg^ 
do not cast thy lot fiutther with this child 
of treachery and .pevditioni*-?Pass on thy 
way, and tarry not, for the av^ngef of 
Hood is behind thee.** • 

With this he pointed to th« window, 
0ut of which Cuddle jum{>€d without h<si^ 
tation ; for the. intimation. he had teoeived 
plainly implied the pcraonal danger ho 
would otb^rwise^ incuiv . . 
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. *' Winnocka arc no lucky wi* me," was 
hitfc first reflection when he was in the 
open air ; his next was upon the probable 
fate of his master. '^ They'll kill hiniy the 
murdering loons, and think tbey^re doing 
a gude turn ; but Fse tak the road back 
for Hsfmilton^ and see if I canna get some 
o^ our ain folk to bring help in time of 
ncedccssity.** 

' So saying» Cuddie hastened to the sta* 
Ue, and, taking the best horse he could 
^d instead of his own tired animal, he 
galloped off in the direction he proposed* 

The noise of his horse's tread alarmed 
for an instant the devotion of the fana- 
ties. As it died in the distance, Macbriar 
trooght his exercise to a conclusion, and 
his audience raised themselves ifrom the 
ttooping posture, and louring downward 
look with which they had listened to it» 
and all fixed their eyes sternly on Henry 
Morton. 

'^ You bend strange countenances on 
me, gentlemen/^ said he, addressing them. 

you IV. p 
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^' lam totally ignorant In what mannec I 
can have deserved them." 

" Out upon thee ! out upon^thee!" ex- 
claimed Mucklewrathi starting up ; ^^ the 
word that thou hast spurned shall become 
a rock to crush and to bruise thee ; the 
spear which thou wouldst have broken 
shall pierce thy side; we have priced, 
and wrestled, and petitioned, for an offer, 
ing to atone the sins of the congregatiouji 
and; lo 1 the very head of the offence is 
delivered into our hand. He hath burst 
in like a thief through the window ; he is 
a ram caught in the thicket, whose blood 
shall be a drink-offering to redeem venger 
ance from the church, and the place shall 
from henceforth be called Jehoyah-Jirab, 
for the isacrifice is provided. Up then, and 
bind the victim with cords to the horns of 

thealtarr 

- « ' > • • . . . 

There was a movement among the party ; 
and deeply did Morton regret at that mo- 
jnent the incautious haste with which^ he 
had ventured into their company* He was 
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armed OBly with his sword, for he had left 
his pfstols at the bow of his saddle^ and 
ks, the whige were all provided with fire^ 
arms, there was little.or no chance of esca- 
ping from them. by resistance. The inters 
poisitibn, however, of Macbriar protected 
him fdr the moment. .. . 

*f Tarry yet a while, brethren — let us 
Itot use the sword rashly, lest the load of 
innocent blood lie, heavy on us. — Come," 
he said, addressing himself to Morton, 
^ we will reckon .with thee ere we avenge 
the cause thou hast betrayed. Hast. thou 
not,'' he continued, " iftade thy face as 
hard as flint against the truth in all the 
assemblies of the host F" 

** He has-^he has," rtiunnurcd the deep 
voices of the assistants. 

** He hath ever urged peace with the 
malignants,*' said one. 

,^* And pleaded for the dark and dismal 
guilt ,of the indulgence," echoed another. 

^^ And would have surrendered the host 
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into Uie hands of MonmoutV eohoed a 
third, f^ and was the first to desert the hD*i 
nest and inanly i^rleyi while he ;^t re» 
sisted at the pass« I sawhi«i on the moor^ 
with bis horse bloody with ^ spurring^ long 
ere the firing had ceased at the bridge/' 

" Gentlemen,'* said Morton, " if you 
mean to bear me down by elamour, and 
take niy life witiiout bearing me, it u 
perhaps a thing in your power; but you 
will sin before God and man by the com* 
nsissiqn of sucb a murder/' 

^M say> hear the youth/' said Miaebritr, 
*' fot Heaven knows our bowels have 
yearned for him, that he might be brought 
to see the truth, and exert his gifts in its 
defence« But he is blinded by his earnal 
knowledge, and has spur&ed the light 
when it blaised before him."^ 

Silence being obtained, Morton proceed* 
ed to assert the good faith which he had 
displayed in the treaty with Monmouth, 
^nd the active part he had borne in the 
subsequent action. 
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'^ I may not^ gentlemen/' he said^ ^' be 
folly able to :go the lengths yoa desire, in 
assigning to those of my own religion the 
means of tyrannizing over others ; butnone 
shall go farther in asserting our own law* 
ful freedom. And I mast needs aver, that 
had others been of my mind in counsel, or 
disposed to stand by my side in battle, we 
should this evening» instead of being a 
defeated and discordant remnant, bare 
sheathed our weapons in an useful and ho- 
nourable peace, or brandished them tri^ 
umphantly after a decisive victory,^ 

^^ He hath spoken the word," said one of 
the assembly — ^^ he hath avowed his car- 
nal self-seeking and £rastianism; let him 
die the death!" 

*' Peace yet again/' said Macbriar^ ^' for 
I will try him further,— Was it not by thy 
means that the malignant Evandale* twice 
escaped from death and captivity ? Was it 
not through thee that Miles Bellenden 
and his garrison of cut-throats were saved 
from the edge of the sword ?" 
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' /^ I am proud to say, that you kave spo- 
ken the truth in both instances/' replied 
Morton. 

' " Lo ! you see/* said Macbriar, " again 
Lath his mouth spoken it^-And didst thou 
not do this for the sake of a Midianitish 
woman, one of the spawn of prelacy, a toy 
with which the arch-enemy's trap is bait* 
ed ? Didst thou not do all this for the sake 
of Edith Bdiendcn?" 
• ** You are incapable/' answered Mortoo> 
boldly, *\ of appreciating my feelings to- 
wards that young lady ; but all that I have 
done I would have done had she never 
existed." . 

; ** Thou art a hardy rebel to the truth~ 
And didst thou not so act, that, by con- 
veying away the aged woman, -Margaret 
Bellenden, and her grandrdaughter, thou 
Slightest thwart the. wise and godly pro* 
jfict of John Balfour of Bur ley for bring- 
ing forth to battle Basil Olifant, who had 
agreed to take the field if he. were instt« 
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ted possession of these women's worldly 
endowments?" 

" I never heard of such a scheme," said 
Morton, ^' and therefore I could not thwart 
it-^Bat does your religion permit you to 
take such uncreditable and immoral modes 
of recruiting r** 

• " Peace," said Macbriar^ somewhat dis- 
concerted ; ** it is not fof thee to instruct 
tender professors, or to construe Covenant 
obligations ; for the rest, you have acknow- 
ledged enough of sin and sorrowful defec- 
tion to draw down defeat on a host were it 
as numerous as the sands on the sea-shore. 
And it is our judgment, that we are not 
free to let you pass from us safe and in 
life, since Providence hath given you into 
t)ur hands at the moment that we prayed 
with godly Joshua, saying, What shall we 
say when Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies ?— Then earnest thou, deli- 
vered to us as it vrcrc by lot, that thou 
lightest sustain the punishment of one 
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that hath wrought folly in Israel. There* 
fore, mark my words. This is the Sab« 
bath, and our hand shall not be on thee to 
spill thy blood upon this day; but, when 
the twelfth hour shall stcike, it is a -token 
that thy time on earth, hath run ! Where- 
fore improve thy span, for it flitteth fast 
away.-^eizc on the prisoner, brethren, and 
take his wieapon from him/' ^ . 

The command was so unexpectedly gi^ 
yen, and so suddenly executed by thos^ 
of the party who had gradually closed be-^ 
hind and around Morton, that he wm 
overpowered and disarmed before he could 
offer any effectual resistance. When this 
was accomplished, a dead and stern si- 
lence took place. The fanatics ranked 
themselves around a large oaken table, 
placing Morton amongst them, in such a 
manner as to be opposite to the clock 
which was to strike his knell. Food was 
placed before them, of which they offered 
tlieir intended victim a share i but, it will 



e^I) MOBTALITYt %l 

HMjclHy be bekiotedi be bad little, appetite. 
Wbe}i fthis was removed; tiie party re« 
9i|i0ed thjBir devotions^ M acbriar expostu* 
Utiog. ib prayer^ aa if to wring from the 
Deity a aigqal that the bloody sacrifice 
they proposed was an acceptable service* 
The eyes and ears of bis hearers were anxi* 
Qnsly atrainedy^as if to gain some sight or 
sound which might be converted or wrest* 
ed into a type of approbation, and ever 
and anon darjc looks were turned on the 
dial plate of the time-piece,, to watch its 
prqgress towards the moment of execu^ 
tion. 

. Morton's eye freqpiently took the same 
course, with the sad reflection^ that there 
appeared Jio possibility of. his life being ex« 
panded beyond the narrow segment which 
the index bad yet to travel on the circle un* 
tiL it arrived at the fatal hour. Faith in bia 
religion, with a Constant unyielding princi- 
ple of honour, and the sense of consciotia 
innocence, ei^abled hiia tfD^ j^an through 
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this dreadful interval with less agitation 
than he himself could have expected, had 
the situation been prophesied to him. Yet 
there was a want of that eager and aninia- 
ting sense of right vfh\eh supported him in 
sknilar circumstances, when in the power of 
Claverhouse* Then he was conscious, that, 
amid the spectators, were many who were 
hunenting his condition, and some who ap* 
plauded his conduct. But now, among 
these pale-eyed and ferocious zealots, whose 
hardened brows were soon to be bent, not 
merely with indifference, but with triumph, 
upon his execution, — without a friend to 
speak a kindly word, or give a look either 
of sympathy or encouragement, — awaiting 
till the sword destined to slay him ' cr^pt 
out of the scabbard gradually, and as it 
were by straw-breadths, and condemned 
to drink the bitterness of death, drop by 
drop,-^it is ho wonder that his feelings 
were less composed than they bad been on 
any former occaaioa of danger. His des-» 
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executioners^ as. he gazed around 

tfaenii seemed to alter their forms and fea^ 

turesy lik# the spectres in a feverish dream ; 

^heir figures bediame larger, and their faces 

more disturbed ; andy as an excited ima- . 

gination predoonnated over the realities 

which his eyes received^ he could have 

•thought himself surrounded rather hy a 

band of demons than of human beings ; 

<the walls seemed to drop with blood, anct 

'the light tick of the clock thrilled on his 

. ea^ with suclvloud, painful distinctness, as 

if each sound were, the prick of a bodkin 

inflicted on the naked nerve of the organ. 

i It waS'With pain' that he felt his mind 

wavering while on the brink between this 

and the future world. He made a strong 

effort to compose himself to devotional ex- 

zeroises, and. unequal, during that fearful 

. strife of nature, to arrange his own thoughts 

« into suitable expressions, he had, instinc- 

■ tively, recourse to the petition for deliver 

anee, and /or composure of spirit which ist to 
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*be found in the Book of Common Prayer of 
the €hurch of frogiaad. Maobriari^ whose 
family were of that persuasioii^ instantly 
recognized the words 'Which the unfortti- 
nate prisoner pronounced half aloud. 

^* There lacked but this," he sadd, bis pale 
cheek kindlitjg with resentments/' to> root 
out my. carnal reluctsynce to see his blood 
spiltp He is a prelatlsi who has sought 
the camp und^r the disguise of an £rastia0» 
and all, and more than all, that has beea 
said of himi must needs be verity, liis 
blood be on his head, the deceiver, — lei 
him go down to Tophet with the ill-muni'- 
bled mass which he calls a prayer-book in 
his right hand^r 

^^ I take up my song against him !" ex^ 
claimed the maniac. *^ As the sun Went 
back on the dial ten degrees for intimating 
the recovery of holy Heasekiah,. so sfaal 1 it 
now ^go forward, that the wicked may be 
taken away from among the people, and 
the Covenant established in its purity*'' 



He ^pmiig tc^a chair with an :att7tuc}^ 

s 

of frenzy f in order to anticipate tb^'fatsii 
mQioenti^y pujttiqg the ipdex forward ;9nd 
seyearai 'Pf the pa^ty began; to make ready 
.their weapons > for iinmediate execotioq^ 
wheu Miic^ewrath's hand was arrerte^ 
by one of his coinpamons. 
" Histr he said,—" I hear a distant 

wise***; 

" It is the rushing of the brook ovisr the 
pebbles," said one. 

^^{t is the sough of the wind among the 
bracken,^^ said another. 

" It is the gailQpping of horse/' sai4 
Morton to himself, his sense; of hear^ 
rendered acute by the dreadful sitm^tipn 
in which he stood ; " God grant tbey may 
ccHne as my deliverers T 

The noise approached rapidly, and. be- 
came more and more distitict 

« 

:** It is horses'' cried Ad^cbriar. ^^ Look 
out and descry who they are.*' 
" The enemy are upon us,^ cried ,onje 
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who had opened the windoWi in obedience 
to his order. 

* A thick trampling and loud voices werj^ 
heard immediately round the house. Some 
rose to resist/ and some to escape; the 
^doors and windows were forced at once, 
and the red coats of the troopers appeared 
in the apartment ^ * 

" Have at the bloody rebels!— Remern* 
ber Cornet GrahameP was shouted on 
every side. 

- The lights were struck do wn^^ but the 
dubious glare of the fire enabled them to 
continue the fray. Several <pistol-shots 
were fired ; the whig next to Morton re- 
ceived a shot as he was rising, stumbled 
agaifltst the prisoner, whom he bore down 
with his weight, and lay stretched above 
him a dying man. This accidentprobably 
Mved Morton from the damage he might 
otherwise have received in so close a strug- 
gle, where firearms were discharged and 
sword-blows given for upwards, of five 
^minutes. 

5 
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. **It the prisoner, safe ?^ said the wcll- 
known voice of Ciaverhouse ; '^look about 
for him>^ and dispatch the dog who is groan** 
iDg there*'* 

Both orders were executed. The groans 
n£ the wounded man were silenced by a 
thrust with a rapier^ and Morton, disen- 
cumbered of his weighti was speedily rai* 
sed and in the arms of the faithful Cuddie, 
whoblubbered for joy when he found that 
the blood with which his master was co* 
yered bad not flowed from his own veins/ 
A whisper in Morton's ear explained the 
secret of the very timely appearance of 
the soldiers* 

;„ " I fell into Claverhouse^s party when I 
was seeking for some o' our ain folk to 
help ye out o' the hands o* the whigs; 
sae being at ween the de'il and the jdeep 
sea, I e'en thought it best to bring him on 
wi' me, for he'll be wearied wi' felling folk 
the night, an' the morn's a new day, and 
JLiord £yandale awes ye a day in ha'arst ; 
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and Momfnouth gi^cs x]uarter, the 4fBgp^ns^ 
tell me, for tbe askiDg^ S»9 Ji;m4 <^P yi?'#9^ 
heart, an' we'll do^a', w«ei^gHgbj yi^C 



I - 



r- 



OLD MOBTALITT» ^; 



CHAPTER V, 

SoiAidy sound the cUrion^ fill the ii^ 

To all the sensual 'w6r]d proclaim. 
One crowded hour of glorious life 

Is worth an age without » name. 

Ananymmu, 

Whbn the desperate affray. had ceased;. 
Glaverhouse comiaanded his soldiers to 
remove the dead bodies, to refresh them-r 
selvea and their horses, and prepare for 
passing thie night at the farm-house, and 
for marching early in the ensuing mom* 
ing. He then turned his attention to Mor* 
ton, and there was politeness^ and even 
kindness, in the manner in which he ad- 
diressed hSm* 

^^ You would have saved yourself risk 
from both sides, Mr Morton, if you had 
honoured my counsel yesterday morning 
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.with some attention ; but I respect your 
motives. You are a prisoner-of-war at the 
disposal of the King and council, but you 
shall be treated with no inciTility;'and I 
will be satisfied with your parole that you 
will not attempt an escape.^' 

When Morton bad passed his word to 
that effect, Claverhouse bowed civilly^ 
and, turning away from him, called for his 
serjeantrmajor. 

** How many prisoners, Halliday, and 
bow many killed r" 

^ *^ Three killed in the house, sir» two cut 
down in the court, and one in the garden 
^^— six. in all ; four. prisoners/* 
: ** Armed or unarmed?'' said Claver- 
'bouse« 

- ** Three of them arniedto the.tceth,'*' aa« 
swered Halliday ; '/one without arn»-^-4ie 
iwems to be a pixacher." . . i : 

" Ay — the trumpeter to the long'^ear^d 
route, I suppose/' replied Claverboiise, 
glancing slightly round upon his victims, 
^' I will talk with him to*morrow» Take 
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the other three down to the yard, draw out 
two files, and fire upon them ; and, d'ye 
hear^ make a memorandum in the orderly- 
hook of three rebels taken in arihs anifi 
shot, with the date and name of the place* 
Drumshinnel> I think, they call it-^Look 
after the preacher till to-morrow; as he was 
4i(^t armed, he must undergo a short exa« 
mination. Or better, perhaps, take him 
before the council ; I think they should re» 
Iieve me of a share of this disgusting drud* 
gery.~Let Mr Morton be civilly used, and 
see;that the menlookwellafter their horses^ 
and let my groom wash Wiidblood's back 
with some vinegar, the saddle has touched 
hiroaiittie*" 

, All these various orders,^-for life and 
death, the securing, of his prisoners, and 
the washing his charger's shoulder,-^ were 
given in the same unmoved and equable 
yt^ice, of which' no. accent or; tone intima- 
ted that the speaker considered one direc- 
iha as of more importance tbaa another* 
r The Cameronians, so lately about to be 



ibe willing : Ages t9 /of a bloody jexecutiom^ 
^ were Aow theo)$elvea 'to undcHrgoit. Xhf^j 
seemed piepaced alike for either extremi]|;y» 
nor did flDfy of tbem shew the least sign 
of /ear, wheu ordered to leave the rooin 
for the purpose of meetipg iaatant death* 
Their severe enthusiasm sustained them 
in that dreadful moment, and they depart* 
ed with a fym look andmsilencet exeeptf 
mg that one of them, . as he left the apart*^ 
ment, looked Glaverhouse full in the lace» 
and proaouneed, with a steca and -ateadjr 
voice>— ^' Mischief ahall himt the violent 
man;" to which Giahame only answered 
with a smile of contempt 

They had no sooner left the room thaa 
Glaverhouse applied himjclf to some iood, 
which one or two of his pasty had hastily 
provided, and invited Morton to follow hia 
.example, observing^ it had been a busy day 
for them botfa^ Morton ^dedsDed eating; 
for. the sudden cbangeiof .cii)cumstances--9 
Uie traDsition fcom the verge m£ the gravtt 
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to a' proipeot of hfei iuul occasibsed a 
dt»y rrvulsioQ iti bis irhole system. Bnt 
this flMnecoaluscdiseiisatioti Was aceooipa^ 
nied by a bimiiig) thirst, and he ex{Mm90d 
faji wish to drink« 

'* I will pledge yois» witii all my hearty'' 
Mid Olavejrhduse ; ^'ibr here is a black 
jack fuU of ale, and good it must be, if 
there be i^ood in theootititry, for the whigs 
me^r miss to fidd it out*^My • service^ to 
yOUy Mr Morton/' he fl^d, filling one bora 
of ale for himself and hafiding anothes td 
his prisoner. 

Morcoq raised it to his head, and was 
jnst about to drink/ when the dtseharge 
of carabines beneath the window, follow- 
ed hy a deep and hollow groan, Mpeated 
twiee or thrh^e| and more faint at each in^ 
'tervai, announced the fate of the three 
men who had jus^t left them^ Morton 
shuddered and 'Set down the untasted cup* 

** You are but young in these matters^ 
Mr Morton,'* said Claverhousei aft*r he 
had very composedly jfinisbed his draught; 
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^' and Xdo not think the worse of you.a^ a 
' young soldier for appearing to feel theih 
acutely. But habit, duty, and necessity^ 
reconcile men to every thing.** 

*^ I trust,** said Morton, ** they will ne^ 
ver reconcile me to such scents as these/^ 
. " You would hardly believe,** said Cla^ 
verhouse in reply, " that, in the begin* 
siing of my military career, I had as' much 
aversion to . seeing bloods spilt as ever 
man felt, it seemed to me to. be. wrung 
from my own heart; and yet, if you trust 
one of those whig fellows, he will tqll you 
I dfink.a warm cup of it every morning 
before Lbreakfast. ,fiut,:in truth, Mr Mor* 
ton, why should we care so njuch for deaths 
light around us whenever it may ? . Men 
die daily — ^not a bell tolls the; hour, but it 
is:tbedeatb''note of. some one or.otbeft 
and why hesitate to shorten the span of 
Qthersy.or take over-anxious care to pro? 
long jour own ?. It is all a lottery-^whea 
the .hour of midnight e^me you were to 
die— 'it has struck— *you are alive and safe^ 



and the bihas fallen on these fellows wha 
were to murder you— It is not the expi- 
ring pang that is worth thinking of in 
an event that mu&t happen one day, and 
niAy befal us on any given moment— it is 
the memory, which the soldier leaves behind 
him, like the long train of light that fol- 
lows the sunken sun— that is all which is 
worth caring for, which distinguishes the 
death of the brave or the ignoble. When 
J think of death, Mr Morton, as a thing 
worth thinking of, it is in the hope of 
pressing one day some well-fought and 
hard-won field of battle, and dying with 
the .^out of victory in my ear~/Aa/ would 
be;woxth dying for, and more, it would be 
wprth having lived for 1" 

At the moment when Grahame deliver- 
ed Jtbese sentiments, his eye glancing with 
the martial enthusiasm which formed such 
■a. pi^minent feature in his character a 
,gory figure, which seemed to rise out of 
the flopr of the apartment, stood upright 
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befidre bim, md preisfetited the wild pincia 
and hid^ud featurerdfttid tnaiiiae to dfi>- 
^fi inentioned/ Ifisfacei where tt-wa^^et 
covered with hfood sfreaks, was ghasDy 
pale, «f or the hand df deatti was on httid. 
He bent tipon ClaVeiihouse eyes; iti which 
the grey light of insanity still twinkled, 
though just about to flit for ever, add ex<- 
%^lailned \trifh his usual wildness df ijiiik* 
lation, ** Wilt thou trtist in thy bow^atod 
in thy «pear, in thy steed and in thy ban- 
ner? And shall hdt God visit ther Ibr 
iinnocent blood?— Wilt thou gfoiyin thy 
wisdom, and in thy courage, and in thy 
might ? And shall not the Xord judge 
thee ?— Behold th* princes, for whom thou 
hast sold thy soul to ^ the destroyer, ihAl 
be removed from their place, and 'bainisli- 
>ed to other lands, and their names ij[iall 
lie. a desolation, and an astonishment, ihd 
N^ hissing, tod a curse. And thou, w^o 
hast partaken of the wine-cup of ftiry, 
land hast been drunken and' mad because 

10 
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thereof, the wish of thy heart shall be 
granted to thy loss, and the hope of thine 
owo pride shall destroy thee. I summoa 
thee, John Grahamei to appear before the 
tribunal of God, to answer for this inno- 
cent blood, and the seas i>esi<lea which 
lliou hast shed." 

He drew his right hand across his bleed* 
wg fiice, ,9pd held it up to Heaven as he 
uttered these words^ which he spoke very 
loud, and then added more faintly, ** How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doest thou 
not jiidge and avenge the blood of thy 
saints?^' s - . 

As he uttered the last word he fell bade* 
warda without an attempt to. save himseUv 
ind was a dead man ere his head touched 
the floor. 

I^orton was much shocked at this extra* 
Ordinary scene, and the prophecy of the 
dying man, which talliedso strangely with 
the wish which Claverhouse had just ex* 

pressed. Two of the dragoons who .were 

* 

in the apartment, hardened as they werci 

VOI.« IV. £ 



j^^ TALES 07 Mr LANDJUOKV. 

and acou9tomed to $ucli scenes^ diovecli 
gr^al eong^ieniittioft tl the sudden appuk 
tfoo, tbe event, and ibbe ivorda wbioh pfe« 
ceded it. Claverhwse ajo&e was unmo^ 
ved« At the firt t iosttnt of Mucfclewmtb's 
I4»pearai|cef he biid> put his haad to bUpis^ 
toJI>. but on seeing the situation )bf.ttiB 
Wonikdedwretebi be4(TUDiecl(i^tely witbdri^w 
^. a«d listetied 'witb gre^t oogipasure ta 
l^is d}^dg exolamatiaa* 

When he dropped, Cliaverhouie as]bed> 
kian vnjQOnceroed tone of voice-*^' Hqw 
iganieth^ lettow here ? — Speak, yen storing 

■ 

fool," he added, addressing the njearest 
djia^ooii, ** tttilass you would have me think 
you stkcb a poltroon as to leaj a^ dying 

The dragoon crossed himself, and replug 
wi1:h a f^lt^riRg voice, — ** That he had 
eiQAped their notice when they rpmQ^sA 
the oth/er bodies,, as he icban^ed to hay« 
ialien w^ere a c}oak or two h9d heen flung 
Mide, «nd oovered him*" 

'' Tak« hiiB %wft> ttoin, theBiiy^tt gftptog 
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iilk0t, aad see ihf t he does net inte you^ to 
f^t laQi old 'proirerbto .sliame.'^^TUsiis:^ 
MW ittcidenty Mr Morton, ^ that dead mea 
ahoiiid nsi bxA ^fsfa us. from our stools. I 
must see that my blackguards gfinUtheif 
swords sharper ; they used not to do their 
work so slovenly .—But we have had a busy 
day ; they are tired with their bloody work, 
and I suppose you, Mr Morton, as well as 
I, are well disposed for a few hours repose." 

So saying, he yawned, and taking a can* 
die which a soldier had placed ready, salu- 
ted Morton courteously, and walked to the 
apartment which had been prepared for 
him* 

Morton was also accommodated, for the 
evening, with a separate room. Being left 
alone, his first occupation was the return* 
ing thanks to Heaven for redeeming him 
from danger, even through the instrument** 
ality of those who seemed his most dan« 
gerous enemies; he alsa prayed sincerely 
for the Divine assistance in guiding his 
course through times which held forth so 
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many dangers and so many errors* And 
having thus poured forth his spirit in pray- 
er before the Great Being who gave' it, he 
betook himself to the repose which he so 
much required. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The chftige it firapared, the lawyers are mtlt . . 
all iaQged«-a terrible ibow ! 



So deep was the slumber which succeed" 
ed the agitalion and embarrassment of the 
preceding' day, that Morton hardly knew 
where. he was when it was broken by the 
stamp of horses^ the hoarse voice of men, 
and the wild sound of the trumpets blow- 
ing the reveillie. The serjeant-major im« 
mediately afterwards came to summon him^. 
which be did in a very respectful manner,^ 
saying the General (for Claverhouse now 
held that rank) hoped for the pleasure of 
his company upon the road^ In some situ* 
ations aa intimation is a command^, and 



Morton considered that the present occa* 

• 

sion was one of these. He waited upon 
Claverhouse as speedily as he conid, found 
his own horse saddled for his use, and Cud* 
die in attendance. Both were disarmed 
of their fire-arms^ though they' seemed, 
otherwise, rather to make part of the troop 
than of the prisoners; and Morton was 
permitted to retftin' his swot d, the wear? 
ing which was, in those days, the distin- 
guishing mark of a* ^ntleman. Claver- 
house seemed also to take pleasure in ^ri- 
ding beside him, in conversing with bin^ 
and in confounding «his ideas when be at^ 
tempted to appreciate his reat character; 
The gentleness and urbanity of bis getie* 
ral manners, the high and chivalrous sen-* 
timents of military devotion which he oc* 
castomally expressed^ his deep and accu« 
rate insight into the human bosem, de^ 
manded' at once the approbatiofn and' tbi 
wonderof those who conversed with him ; 
while, on the other' hand; his cotdindiffe^ 
rence ta miUtafjr vtoleooe aind crud ty< 
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seemed altogether iticonsistefit with tht 
socmU and^evem admirable qualities whiph 
lie displayed. Morton could not help, in 
his hearty contrasting him^ with Balfour of 
Burley[; and so deeply did the idea impress 
him, that he dropped a hint of it as they 
Tode together at some distance from the 

** Yon are right,** said Claverbousei with 
a smile ; ** you are very righfr-rwe are botl^ 
fanatics; but there is some distinction be« 
tween the fanaticism of honour and that 
of dark and sullen superstition." 

** Yet you both irficd blood without mer- 
fcy or remorse,'* said MortoUi who could 
not suppress his feelings. 

** Surely,'* said Claverhouse, with th* 
same composure ; ^* btlit of what kind ? — 
There is a difTerence, I trust, between 
the' blood of Jieamed and reverend prelates 
and scholars, of gallant soldiers and noble 
gentlemen, and the red puddle that stag- 
nates in the veins of psalm-singing mecba* 
nici^ crack-brained demagogues, and suN 
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]eo boors ;-— some dbtinctioii^ in shorty be^ 
tweeu apilliniF a flask of.flreiierous wine 
and dashing down a cann full of base 
muddy ale.'" . 

; ** Your tKstinction is too nice for my 
comprehension/^ repl ied Morton . ** God 
gives, every spark of life-*-rtbat of the pea^ 
sant as. well as of the prince ; and tfaosci who 
destroy his work recklessly or causetessly, 
must a^nswer in either case. What right* 
for examplCihavc I to General Grafaame*s 
protection now» more than when I first met 
him r 

'* And narrowly escaped the consequen'^ 
ces^ you would say/' answered Claverbouse 
— " why, I will answer you frankly* Then 
I thought I had to do with the s<m of an 
old round-headed rebel, and the nephew 
of a sordid presbyterian laird ; now I 
know your points better^ and there is that 
about you which I respect in an enemy as 
much as I like in a friend. I have learned 
a good deal concerning jrou since our first; 
meeting, and I trmst thftt ypu bnve. foundr 
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dmt'my constructioii of the inforoiatioQ 
las not been unfavourable to you*" 

'' But yet^"* said Morton 

** Butyety*' interrupted Grabamei taking 
up the wordy ** you would say jrou were 
the same when I first met yOu' that you 
are now ? True j but then* how could I 
know that? though, by the by, even my 
reluctance to suspend your execution may 
shew you how high your abilities stood in 
my eetimation/' 

<« Do you expect. General/' said Mort^ 
ton, ** that I ought to be particularly grate- 
ful for such a mark of your esteem ?" 
- *^ Poh ! poh ! you are critical,'' returned 
Claverhottse. ^* I tell you I thought you 
ardifferent sort of person. Did you ever 
sead Froissart ?'' 

^ ' No," was Mor tonV answen 

^\ I have half ^ mind," said Claverbouse; 
^' to pobtrive you should have six montlis' 
imprisonment in order to procure you that 
pleasure. His chapters inspire me with 
S«>fe enthusiasm than even poetry itself. 

£2 
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AfA tbe noUecasftOBy iirith'wfaAt trae^hi^ 
valrous'feeluQg j)€ confinaa; hie bf uitiftil ex¥ 
pressions of soffow to the death of the gzl- 
Unt andhii^k-toed kBigbti of whom it was 
a pily I to/see the &U^ sudi was his loyalty 
to his kiiig^ pure faith to hia religioii, hardit 
hood: towards, biaeiieiny> and fidelity to 
his tadl^love 1 — ^Ah; beoedieite I how he 
wilt: mnam ovei the fail of such a peairl of 
knightfaoDdi be: it oa^ the side he happens 
to favour, or on the other* Ba^t, truly, for 
sweeping^ froim the face of the earth some 
few hundredtf of villa'm chiurle% who are 
born but ta .plough it, the high-bom and 
inqfiisitwe historian has marvellous little 
sympathy^ — aaliuLe, or less, perhaps, than 
John Grahame of Claverhoaae^*' 

'^ There is one ploughman in your pos^ 
session, General^ for whom," said Morton, 
^^ iuideapiteof the contempt in which yo^ 
hohl a profession which some philosopheirs 
h&ve considered as uaefui as that, of a scd* 
dier, I would bumUy request your favomi.'' 

^/ You nsMean/' said Clavediauae, looking 
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tkt' a inemoraiidiiiii-bobky ^' one Httherick 
«~H8ddertdc^^** w -^ or — Headrigg. Ay, 
Oiitbtmrt^ w Cttddie Headrigg.-^ here I 
tAnc hkau^Of neven fear hiitt, if he uriH 
be but tractable. The ladies of TiHietu^ 
diem made isterest- wilh ttie on his account 
some time ago« He is< to marry their wait- 
ing-oiaid, I ^iak. He will be allowed to 
alip off easy, ualesiihis obstinacy Spoils his 
good fortone." 

^' He his no ambition to be a martyr, I 
4>e)ievei'' said Morton. 

" 'Tis the better for Wm,''^ said Claver- 
house. '^ But, besides, although the fet- 
low had more to answrer for, I should stand 
im friend, for the sake of the blutidering 
gaikatry which threw him into the midst 
off our ranks last nigbif when seeking as* 
sistanc6 for you. I never desert any man 
iwho> trusts .me with sueh implicit confi* 
deuce*' But, to* deal sincerely with you, he 
has been long 131 ' our eye^/— *Here, HalH- 
dmf)j; bring tm^ op the bla^k^-bdok.^ 

/Iiie;Ki$88Sit» hairing cotemitted to his 

11 
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commander this ominous record of the df»» • 
affected^ which was arranged in alj^abeti* 
cal order, Claverhousey turning over the 
leavesias he r^dic on> begtin to read namek^ 
as they occurred. 

* Gumblegumption^ a BHnister, aged 50/ 
indulged^ clpsoi aljr» andso fofth*~Po^h I 
pooh !— He— He^. have feim her<— Hea^ 
thereat ; outlawed — a preacherr-a zealout 
Cameronian — Keeps a conven tide among 
theCampsie hilk*— Tush !wO^ here isHead* 
rigg— rCuthbert?; his mother a bitter puri- 
tan — hipiBelf a simple fellow — like to* be 
fomard in action, but of. no grains for 
plots — more for the hand than the head, 
and might be dil^wn to the right side, but 
for his attachmc;nt . to*~-^~(H6ro Clave?* 
house looked at Mortpuv and then* shut 
th^ book and changed his^jfepnei) ^^.Faitfap 
ful aiud tru^ ^e words never throsKn away 
upQn ine, Mr Morton. You may depend 
on the young man's safety*" 

** Does it not revolt a mind like youcs^'' 
said Mortont ** to follow 9, system . wbkk 
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is to be suppofted by such minute enqui* 
<rieB after t^bscure mdtvidaals r" 

f ^ You tlo not suppose we take the trou- 
ble r said the General haughtily. '' The 
curates, for their own sakes, willingly col* 
lect all these materials for timr own regu- 
lation in each p&rish ; they know best the 
black' sheep of the flock. I have had your 
pmlnre for three years.** ' 

"Indeed?'* replied Morton. '^WiHyott 
favour me by imparting it r'* 

** Willingly," said Chiverhouse ; " it can 
si^fnify Mttle, for you cannot avenge your- 
self on the curate, as you wiH probably 
leave Scotland for some thne." 

.This was spoken in an indifferent tone. 
Morton felt an involuntary shudder at 
hearing words which implied^ banishment 
from bis native land, but ere he answered, 
C^verhonse proceeded to read, * Henry 
Mnrt0n» Ma of Si^ Morton, Colonel of 
horse for the Scottish parliament, and n6- 
phjG^w of Morton of Miln wood — imperfectly 
edni^tedy but with spirit beyond his years^ 
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-r-exeeiksiLtat all excrcisc$i-4iidfiFerciit t<y 
forms of religion^ but seeing to iticline t<l 
the preibjteriaiir-^faais bigh^flonriti 4iid dian- 
gecoirs BotitmS' about « liberty^ of thought 
astd 9{>jeecb, and he vevs between a latitat 
dinarian and an -enthwiadt^ Mueh adiniredl 
and folio week by the yooth of his own age 
•^--modeat^ qmet^ dnd-unassiinrihg in^man^ 
ner, but in his heart peoutiarly bold- and 
intractable. .He i8*p*.-~" Hifere follow three 
red crosses, Mp; Mortou, which signify 
triply dan^erona. You see how' important 
a: person you are^^^But what dot» this fet- 
lowiwant?" 

A horseman rode up as he spoHb^ and 
gave ailetten ClaveihofU^e glan^edlt over^ 
laughed scomftnUiy^ bade htm tell his mas- 
ter to send hiijilr^onersto^ Edinburgh, fyr 
Ihere was; no ^ antwer ; ^nd^ as^ the man 
ttftned back> said contenip<t|iqM)y to^Mof- 
tan-?-^' Here^ isian ally of yo«»^ «^teMrted 
£rain (you,.: oar rather, I shmddsay^ an^^ailjr 
t)f yoAir g0o4 friend Biirley«^H)9ar bow^ he 
aets . foxtii^ I)iiar\ Sir^l (I wondet^ wli^n 
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wirweffe(?sueb;intiiiut»>) ^may it please 
your fiHCttlloiiey to accept my bumble con*^ 
gmtulatkxDft on the vietory*-^hum*«-4iuiii 
«-«»^ ffletsed i>e:fai& Majesty's army. I^pray 
jma to umdecstand I haire my people on* 
det aims> to take md> intercept all fugi* 
tynrea, and^hare already aeveral piMoiieft>7 
asd fo^iortb. Sabscrtbed Basil Obfent^ 
You know .tbe fellow by naaoe^ I sup^ 
poaeT 

^< A^ relatiW' of Lady Margaret B^lleo* 
dentist he not?'' 

. '^ Ay/' replied Orabame^ ** and heir maltt 
€^herfatber!s fiamilyvtbougli adistant otiei; 
ani qnoceover a. suitor to the fair Ediths 
though discarded as an unworthy one ; bnt^ 
afaoYe ally an admirer of the estate 4of TiU 
Hetudlemi and all. thereunto. belonging.'* • 
: ^ He takes an : ill modtti of reoommendA 
img bimsdf/' said Morton, suppressing- fats 
oanrnwfiselingS) /* to the family at TillieUi- 
dlem/by correspondiag with oup unhappy 
party." 
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'< O, this precious Basil shall turn catkin 
pati with any man J ^He - was displease^f 
with the governmeiirt, because they wohM 
iiot overturn i& his favour a settlement^ 
the late Earl of Tor wood which gavebtaf 
own estate to hiaown daughter ; he wat 
displeased with Lady* Margaret becawst 
fthe shewed no desire for his .alliance toil 
with the pretty Edith) because she did Jiot 
like his tall, ungainly person. So he held 
a close correspondence with Burley|. and 
raised his men with the purpose of help^^ 
ing him» if he needed no help, that is, if 
you had beat us. yesterday-^ And now the 
rascal pretends . be was all thp while pf o^r 
posing the King's sefvice^ and, for aught 
X know^ the council will receive his pxf^ 
text for current 0010^ for he knows how" W 
make friends aniong them. And a, dozen 
scores of poor vagabond fanatics will, he^ 
sho^or hung, while ibis cunning scoundrel 
lies hid undfr.the double .clcak of loyalty^ 
well lined with the fox-fur of hypocrisy/ 
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With* conversation on * this and other 
lAatCers - they fceguUed- the way, Claver* 
hottte all the* while speaking with great 
frankness to Morton, and treating him ra* 
ther as a friend and companion than as a 
prisoner ; so that, however uncertain of his 
§Ktef the hours he passed in the company 
of this remarkable man were so much itght» 
ened by the varied play of his imagina^ 
tion, and the depth of his knowledge of 
human nature, that since the period of his 
becoming a prisoner of war, which relieved 
him at once from the cares of his doubtful 
and dangerous station among the insure 
genta, and from the consequences of their 
Alspicious resentment, his hours flowed on 
less anxiously than at any time since his 
having commenced actor in public life. 
He was now, with respect to bis for- 
tnnet like a rider who has flung his reins 
on the horse's neck, and» while he aban-' 
doned himself to circumstances, was at 
least relieved from the task of attempting 
to direct themt In this mood he journey- 
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£d on, the numbfer of his compamioti'S' be^ 
iiig* continually augmented by detached 
parties of'hdrse who came mfrom every 
qtiartef of the country, britighig with them, 
for the most part, the unfortunate persons 
who had fallen into their power. At length 
they approached Edinburgh. 

•* Our council," said Ciaverhou8e,'**be>« 
ing re^olv^, I suppose, to testify, by theif 
present exultation^ the extent of their 
former terror, have decreed a kind of tri* 
vmphal entry to us victors and our cap-* 
fives; but as I do not quite approve the 
taste of it, I am willing to avoid my own 
part in the shew^ and, at the same time, to 
save you from youra.** 

So sa}^ittg^ he gave up ttie command of 
the forces to Allan, (now a Lieutenamt-co* 
lonel,) and, turning his horseinto a by^lane; 
rode into the city^ privately, accompanied 
by Morton and two or three servants;' 
When Ckverhouse arrived at the quarters 
which' he usually occupied' in the Canotr^ 
gate/ he assigned to bis prisoner a sitaall 



ap4ftmtmt> with ah < intimUdoBy . thai :btt 
p»6lt eonfitfed hitt toat .fi>r the pr^etit 

After about a quartbr of aa faomr: speati 
m adlitary masia^ on the strange vicissw 
tttde^ t>f hfa hUiVite,' t)ie attentiov of Mn* 
to9 iraa summened to the window by^ ft 
great noise in the street btneath* Xrum^ 
pets', drums, and kettlcsdroais^ conteaided 
m noise with the shouts of ^a-nttmeroua 
rabble; and apprised bim tbatthe royal <^ 
valry were passing in the triuinp^ial atli^ 
tttde which .Claverh^use had nientioniedi 
The magistrates of the city, attended by 
tibeir guard of halberts, had met the vic« 
tors with their wdcomei at the gate of 
the city, and now preceded them as a part 
of -the procession. The next object was 
two beads home upon pikes ; and before 
each bloody head were carried the handi 
of t4^ dismembered snflR^rersi whidh wete^ 
by the brutal mockery of those who. bore 
tiiem, often approached towards paeh 
other as if in the attitude^ of exhortatioik 
or prayer, Thtiie bloody trophies- belonged 



to two preachers, who Imd faillep at Both^ 

well Bridge*. After them; Caiii0 a cart Ud 

hy the.executionerV a#sistantf in which 

were placed Macbriar, and other two pm 

soners, who seenfied of thi& same.profe$? 

sion. They were bareheaded, and strongly 

bound, yet looked around, (hem Mritib an 

air rather of triumph than dismay, aikd ftfH 

peared in no respect moved either by tbiS 

fate of their companions, of which ih^ 

bloody evidences were carried before tbem^ 

or, by dread of their own approaching est 

ecu t ion, wh\cl^ these preUmlnaries so plaicif 

ly indicated* ^ r 

. . Behind these prisoaers^ ikm held up ta 

public infamy and deriston, camera b<kiy.iD^ 

horse,. brandishing their broadswcffds, ajad 

filling the wide street with acc^mations^ 

which were answered by the tum)iltiiott«i 

outcries apd huzzas of tb^ rabhlet , wbo^ in 

every considerable town^ are toohapff^ 

Ibeing permitted to huzza fpr aqy thieg 

w;hatever which calls them together hi 

the rear of these troopers came t]be m«jiA 

7 
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tody of the prisoners, at the head of whom 
were soine of their leaders, who were treats 
ed with every circumstance of inventive 
fluxkery and insult Several were placed 
(m faorseback with their faces to the ani- 
mSa}'* tail ; others were chained to long bars 
of iron, which they were obliged to support 
ki^^^tSieir hands^ like the galley-slaves in 
Spiin when travelling to the jport where 
&ey are to be put on shipboard. Hie 
beads of others who had fallen were borne 
hi triumph before the survivors, some on 
piket and halberts, some in sacks, bearing 
the names of the slaughtered persons labeU 
ted' mx' the outside* Such were the. objects 
iAo beaded the ghastly procession, who 
leMied as effectually' doomed to death as 
ilitbey wore the sanbenitos of the condemn- 
ed heretics in aft auUh^fe. 
'Behind them came on the nameless crowd 
tatb^Autober of several hundreds, some re- 
tsiioing under their misfortunes a sense of 
eo^nfidence in the cause for which they suf- 
feted captivity, and were about to give a 



118 TA L£&^ 0<r MY. XiLNDXORD. 



still more hloody testisMmy. ; otbers )seism«> 
■eA:jxilti dibptrit^d^ j(i£J€Ctcd>jque6tiimiog:iB 
thmjofwn minds their prudeiioe inijespou^ 
Biisg:<9 cause! If kieh IPrdrndome stmnkA:to 
have diussvimcdi utnd IdbknDg abottt: fbt 
some: mneiuiethfough^ which :<>h^y tnigkt 
^se^pC'^ftam the -xoMQiffiiences. of':tfaietir 
lashncfts. /Otl>f rs .therieiM^ere mho sio^mi 
«d) ttvcatisl^e of lisr m^ngi an. opiEnioii on- th^ 
subject^ :ar of < entertainpngj either < hope^ 
oonAdenee^ or fear, )»it <iKrho,|[ foammgvirith 
tiritst^-and 'fetigue^ ^stuiiidi>lecl /ajjo«g>like 
Qver^dniv^n^oxen^ lost ;to eiiery thisig lml|f 
their i present^ seosepf -wretiobednessyiaiid 
«^itl|put>havhig/aiiy'distihc<liidea vhstbet 
they ^ere ^drivpnta the ';sfaaotb]e8 or tor 
&6 ipasture. > >Tfaefte> u^ifortonate men ^wenr 
gnarded/Dn i each) hand. ^yj troopers^ anct 
behind them camewtfafttmauiiBedyjof the 
QSNoiry^-^'Mamai mililory immtiotreMuiidAd 
backr.foeip the higb houses on ^adv side of) 
the: lAieet; <jand amiigledimtfo 'thev/6mj» 
rangsoljufaike/aiid triumphy aad tireiWtid> 

ghoutis ofHhe rabble. 
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l^orton felt himself Wart^iokmhile be 
gazed on the dismal spectacle, ftfid.fiecQg!' 
9^d ii^ the bloo(}y J^^a 4^4 4tiU more 
iaiMH b)« ai)d lagoni^iBd featUFie9: of the lir 
iri|^ fiuff^ner^r faces' which h^d hfie^ fami* 
^«r tQ hrm^dwii^g t^ bfief ioavcrjKstioiu 

tdi^Qfl st^ified state,: fti)n mhkhh^iWMt^ 
awaked by t^>vflM;eif(^f Caddie. 

^MyOfd i<»gi!e.rHR,T9trrrsaid the poor 
id\ov9 hip t€Cthr«hatterif^g like.aipair jo£ 
wtr»T%ekfrh > hU. h^ir ecect likefaoar'^ 
bristles, and his face as pale fia that.ef.a 
«pff^se — ^M^otdior^i/e A»3,.airl "wie maun 
ip*te»tVy i gft«g .M^r» *he couAdl-r^-O^ 

ImfU W^ rm4^\ thejn ise^d for a puir. 
bodie like me, sae mojiy;b«aw.lQids.and^ 
g«^Ut I^Avdl^^^'A iny^iQi^tiher oome on 
tblB/ tramp fr^tA Gkiaci>w:>ta jee Jto gan me 
t««tify«>'As Ah0 Qft's lt>; t;)b[ati3^ta.say, xon/r 
^#8^ land. be l^«tiged.;jbiit de'il ;tak <n^e:if 
they mak sic a goose o' Cuddie, if L cai),» 
iQilmttiti )£utheFfr!9 Clav^ihousehiiniel 
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»^the Lord preserve and forgi'e us^ I say 
anes mair I" 

^* You bust immediately attend the 
council, Mr Mprton,** said Claverhouse^ 
who entered while Cuddie spoke, '^and 
your servant must go with you. You need 
be under no apprehension for the conse- 
quences to yourself personally. But* I 
warn you that you will see something that 
will give you much pain, and from which 
I would willingly have saved you, if I had 
possessed the power. My carriage waits 
tts — shall we go J** 

It will be readily supposed that Mortoft 
did not venture to dispute this inyitatioii 
however unpleasant. He rose and accom* 
panied Claverhou^e. 

. '^ I must apprise you^** said the latter^ t^ 
be led the way down steirs, '^ that you 
will get off cheap, and so will your ser* 
yant, providing he can keep his tongue 
quief 

Cuddie caught these last words to bis 
exceeding joy. 
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-. ** De'il a fear 6* me,*^ said he, ** art' tny 
mother doesna pit her finger in the pyei'*^ 
: ' At that mgnrent his shoulder was seized 
by old Mause, who ha:d contrived to thrust 
herself forward ikito the lobby of the apart^ 
ment. . 

' ** O, hinny, hinny i'* said she to Cuddie^ 
banging Upon his neck, '' glad and prdtid, 
and sorry ahd humbled atn I; a* in ane and 
the saame instant, to see my bairn ganging 
to testify for the truth gloriously with his 
mouth* in council, as he did with his wea* 
pon in the field/! ' ' i 

. *« Whisht, whisht, mother,'' cried Cud-' 
die impatiently/ ** Odd, ye daft wife, is 
this a time to speak o* thae things r-^l telt 
ye I'll testify na^thiqg either ae gate or ai^^-' 
othfen I hae spoken to MrPoundtext, and* 
ril tak the declaration, or whatever th'ey 
ea* it, and we're a' to win free off if we 
do that— he*a gbtteu life for himsel and a- 
his folk, and that's a minister for my silfer ; 
I like Aatie o' yoilr sermons that end in a 
psalm at the Grassmarket*"* . • ^ ^ -* 
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f^ Oi Cuddle, m^Q^ kithci«inad>i;b^j they 
suld hurt yie/' said >old. Mauser' »df^^ 
grievotiftly faetiveeii die Mxfst^ -of lier aon'a 
soul itnd that of liis: body ; ^ l»it mind, ipy 
boD^y ]l»iiira, • ye ha^^ battled ifof the fat^ 
and dinna let the dread, o' losing creature* 
comforts wittufeaw ye .iorae the gode %ht.'^ 

/^ Uout tottt^: tnatlier/' replied <7ui}d»^ 
^^ Ibaei fought e!en oivcv- nmckle oAreadi^ 
«Dd» to- speak vplaii^ vFoi.' weanried^o'a tbe 
trsde« • /1 4isje sn^gewd wi^ a* thps ' sotntj 
and ihnsquets, ^ and pistoU^ >baffiCoats^ issid 
bandaliers, lang eneughj -atid^ 1 Ukcr «b« 
pleugh^fiaidre a bantlea better. . I^keii nae- 
tbiiEig: raid gar a man^fight^ (that^a ^^say^ 
wbea-be's^o ang^yy) by and out^^^ilcfea ^tbd 
dread o' beimg iiangei|y or^kiUe^ if bfeitims 
back;* 

'' £ut^ myrth^r,GsdiNey'?>i)ofitiiittbd 1ft# 
persevering. Mausc, M y^im1airidal.^iMeiit 
>fi-Ob> bjiBny^dhina. sully: tbci matrtagi^igarw 
^>ent r 

^^ AMfaV 9ky^\ mother/' neplied Cuddk } 
^* dinna ye see tht£^ilmtmMi^giotm^$-^^ 
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Never fear me — I ken how to turn this far 
better than ye do— for ye*re bleezing awa* 
about marriage, and the job is how we are 
to win by hanging.** 

So saying, he exSfitt&ted^llimself out of 
his mother's embraces, andfaequested the 
soldiers who took him in cH|i'ge to con* 
doet him to the place of exami^iation with- 
outDttlay; 'Ife^nd'tMett-'ahr^adje f>tecediBd 
by Clatertft)t«e'an*'Moi:ton. 
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TALES OF MT LANDLORB. 



CHAFtER VH. 

My native land, good aight 

LORDBtROK. 

The Privy Council of Scotland, in whom 
the practice since the union of the crofrns 
vested great judicial po\yer$, as well as 
the general superintendance of the execu- 
tive department^ was met in the ancient, 
darky Gothic room, adjoining to the House 
of Parliament in Edinburgh, when Gene- 
ral Grahame entered and took his place 
amongst them at the council table. 

'* You have brought us a leash of game 
to-day, General," said a nobleman of high 
place amongst them. *^ Here is a craven 
to confess — a cock of the game to stand at 
bay-^and what shall I call the third, 6e* 
neral ?" 

^^ Without farther metaphor^ I will en- 

10 
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treat your Grace to call him a person ia 
whom I am specially interested/' replied 
Claverhou3e« 

' '* And a whig into the bargain/' said 
the nobleman^ lolling out a tongue which 
was at all times too big for bis mouth, 
and accommodating his coarse features to 
a sneer, to which they seemed to be fa- 
miliar. 

^^ Yesj please your Grace, a whig, as 
76UE Grace was in 1641^^ replied ClaVer- 
house, with his usual appearance of imper- 
turbable civility* 

" He has you there, I think, my Lord 
Duke," said one of the Privy Counsellors. 
' ** Ay, ay," returned the Duke, laughing, 
^* there's no speaking to him since Drum- 
iclog — but come bring in the prisoijers*^ 
and do you, Mr Clerk, read the record." 

The clerk read forth a bond, in which 
General Grahame of Claverhouse and Lord 
^Evandale entered themselves securities, 
that Henry Morton, younger, of Milnwood, 

^DttM' go. abroad and remain in foreigu 
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Morton's accession to the UfniuWM^O^ 
Mbtf t^sk«««tl»r3|Mn«lK||fto€i)^ «i4^b to 

Duke of lAuderdale, who p resided inulb^ 

li^^iM&^9m^u . 

^^Then subscribe youcnuMfin^ilb^r^reh 
»«rd.v 

.r &l9itoit};dic('Bo'wkfapui septj^/Aonadoua 
,tbfit^7JiiiL :the. imQitmatoii«99': t>f iib .ie*5e, it 
wa3ivkn}ioaableufof iB«ra i to^ phave^ moai^ed 
4nereiicasil{^^ i Macbiaar^! vho) was; 4kt liie 
satne<is»tteitj kmnglitjto th« iMtcof ^the 
.ODiaficytt^kj^tbDusid upott^ dwir; ibt his 
MeatksAa&ifveveated/ him i tjaftttt^ fit a n d ing , 
>elii0kbMostoii;>initbe acki^ivhttklh&ao* 

V He hatJi^i«mmadihi8uMieli0«|bg!ii 



iog^ tVfi cajcoal power of tb« tyrant T he 
exclaioimi^, iwith adeep. gwa» — «* A fallen 
^tar !~a falleu atar T 

*' Hold youffpeaoi?) 8ir/' said the Puke^ 
^^and keep your aia breath to cool your: 
aiBf pomidger-rye'll find them acaldtng hot, 
I promise you.-~CalL in. the other fello\ie> 
who has some <:oniBion sense. Oae sheep 
will leap*the ditch wbea another goes first" 

Cuddie waa mtroducedunboundi but 
Buder the guard of two halbecdiers^and 
placed beside. Macbriar at the bottom. of 
the table« The, poor felbw casfc a piteous 
look aroucdhim, in which were mingled 
awe> Cor.the.great m^n in whose presence 
he stoodv and compassLoa for his fellow- 
9iiffeirets^ wkh no. small fear of the person* 
al consequences whioh>impendedoverhim» 
He made ilia cUranisb obeisances with a 
double .portion of reverence^ and then 
awaited the op ening.of the aw'fni seene. 

^^ Were you at the battle of Botbwell 
BriggB'' was the first question iwbi^ WM 
thundered in his earsr 
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Caddie meditated a denial, but had sense 
inough) upon reSection, to discover that 
the truth would be too strong for. him; so 
he replied \«rith true Caledonian indirect- 
ness of response, 

' ** Fl! no say but it may be possible that 
Imighthae been there.^' ' 

"Answer directly, you knave-^yes or 
no ? — You know you were there/* 
^ " It's no for me to contradict your Lord- 
ship's grace's honour," said Cuddie^ • 

" Once more, sir, were you there?— 
yes or no r'^ said the Duke^ impatiently. 

: '* Dear stir/' again replied Cuddle^ 
^' how can ane mind preceesely where they 
hae been a* the days o* their life r'*^ 

•* Speak out, you scoundrel,** said Gene- 
ral Dalzell^ " or ril dash your teeth out 
with my dudgeon-haft — Do you think wc 
can stand here all day to be turning and 
dodging with you, like greyhounds after a 
iiare?'* 

** AweeU then,? said Cuddic, " since 
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naething elae will please you, write down 
that I cannot deny but I was there." 

« Well, sir,** said the Duke, "and do 
you think that the rising upon that occa* 
sion was rebellion or not T 

" Pm no just free to gi'e my opinion^ 
stir, on what might cost my neck ; but I 
doubt it will be very little better/' 

*« Better than wliat ?" 

*^ Just than rebellion, as your honour 
«a's it,** replied Cuddie. 

" Well, sir, that's speaking to the pur- 
pose. And are you content to accept of the 
King's pardon for your guilt as a rebel, 
and to keep the church» and pray for the 
King?". 

*^ " Blithely^ stir ; and drink his healtli in- 
to the bargain, when the ale's gude/* ! 
- " £gad," said t^e Duke, " this is a hear- 
ty cock. — What brought you into such a 
scrape, mine honest friend ?'' . 
' ".Just ill example, stir, and a daft auld 
|aud of a mother,^ wi' reverence to. your 

Grace's honour/' 

« 

f2 



thou anbTiKit ^kxX^ to^oav^iBRiitiAnsmins^ 
tbiite^ o vvti * Mom-s^Make^otifc rkis i f iVit par- 
dM^> audi jbcingj^cw vd ( tlie fdeiie rim rtlie 

chair.'* ^ 

<<'M0qlnrmfr:\vraflF>tbei»3mof»d ^orwciift'ta 

Bridge ?'* was, in I&tttiaaDBfif,i£faamn<i€d 

^^ I was^" answeadi.thienpiiseiiel^saaj ft 
-bt^ Mkd <re8;oltt£r lone.: i t 

, ^ '< ^ I wa«iinoti^I mrevt -ni mgrMa^i t jj^oiM 

that drew the is word in his cause,** : 

M> '^ ItttKtbet i(frorri«,ij|QaidiiEd\dbdlilfte're- 

beIs?*V$itrttheiDuk^/it ; a 

'^ rPfaour faafst spokin al^'f MpKeiflbtlie )>f i- 

^' Weil, th^n/^iCiiflitilmedftbe«iKt€nog» 

ofv 5uriey .amoagrth^ ptfiy^i 
you know himT 
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plied Macbriar; '^he is a^:2ealOiilf and: « 
<^: i<^ Md?^9^iMn«iitt<i^V>h«i^ didvyo^Jaat^aeiBi 
imme#i!liely f^low^dt 

*^ I am^ hore^ ta an^w^r for my^elSf wui 
Mtt ^tQfeDdMC«£.iifchera/V 
.- "^.We «b«ll f Iftiviwi.'^ 4arid;I)ttkBeUi.^^hjMf( 

*' ]f yottr c«Qx;#iak^. hir»; fmcy btmaelf in 
a q0iiv«Qi4al«," <axij9^waA^ liauderdale^ /'be 
will-find' i4/<wiyi0utr yoiurtrComeiJaddiei 
afKiiHfVkilt ttlHa^*i>layn6 gQQ4H-«y^uVe too 

^ii9gnta {w^iS'tbp> Ji^HTfthM mil' ba liudi en 

has not been the fust rOfwyioipmottniQiitf 
W_of*my aiiSeriisiiK&^t'^od^. yqiu^ras 1 may 
^J have, liyed long ^^ougbito^loiow batw 
to di€ when I am calkdu^o^.'* 
; ' ^ • Ay^ but, tbwe<ar^ aoia^ things* wbicb 
jwaat gQ^l^fi»!r^ m Msy^deaJtbt if yx»i^ cop- 
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a dmall silver bell which ^as placed before 
him on the table. 

A dark crimson curtain, whibh coirered 
i $drt of niche, or Gothic recess in the 
wall, rose at the signal, and disptayed the 
public executioner, a tall, grim, and hide* 
6ns man, havrog an oaken table' before 
him, on which lay thumb^screws^ and an 
iron case, called the Scottish boot, used in 
these tyrannical days to torture accuied 
persons. Morton, who was unprepared 
for this ghastly apparition, started whiea 
the curtain arose, but Macbriar's nerves 
were more firm. He gazed upon the hor^ 
tible apparatus with much composure ; and 
if nature called the blood from his cheek 
for a second, resolution sent k back to his 
brow with greater energy. 

' ** Da you know wlk) that man is t** satd 
Lauderdale, in a low, stern voice, almost. 

sinking into a whisper. 

*' He is, I suppose,*^ replied Macbriar,. 
'^ the infamous executioner of your blood« 
thirsty commands upon the persons of 



God's pe(ypl6« He atid you are equally be* 
iieath my regard ; and, I bless God, 1 no 
more fear what he can infHct than what 
you can command. Fl'esh and blood may 
shrink under the sufferings you can doom 
me t05 and poor frail nature may shed 
tears, or send forth cries ; but I trust my 
soul is anchored firmly on the rock of ages/' 

** Do your duty," said the Duke ta the 
executioner. 

The fellow advanced; and asked; witli a 
hars^i and discordant voice, upon which of 
the prisoner's limbs he should first employ 
his engine. 

^' Let him choose for himself,'*^ said the 
Duke ; ^ I should like to oblige him in any 
thing that is reasonable^r" 

'^ Since you leave it to me,'' said the prt^ 
soner, stretching forth his right leg, ^* take 
the best — I willingly bt;stoHr it in thecausc 
for which I suffer.*' 

The executionei', with the help of the 
assistants, inclosed the leg aad knee with- 
in the tight iro^ boot^ or case^ and then 
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Abci kttfM aiidlAie «dgp|;of! tilwmAchiitey^ tMic 
ti VMlletr in liJA^h^nc)^ fti|d( sloqd/W tiling^ 
iftrther oiK)ien»» ! A ive))r4raiM^ mtm/by 
fprofe^mfi: a sueg^c^Pi plso^rhjiMMif jby Use 
iotliier^ 0i4e ^f %\^ pmowfl^ nlmh baired 

tuf^ tocordii^ to tbe slc^ftglb^of .tl^ pa^- 
tient When these preparation^ wwe^iDUd^ 
tbie preaident.^ tbb'OOttntij iiepBt^ed irith 

MkftiwbetcrididiytenHifl^jaejEl J^^<£fti£Mfer 

ofBurley?'* 

'J : 3%j»^^pri$flMri'iti4tfta^o£4ep2o^g Ui hirn^ 

sitt»MdrjbiA f;^ie«/t<^iikA!ireli'a«if ittipklMg 

Divine strength, ^UvLlnttMMsda hmv^^otdn, 

4t: i¥bicb itbe .kfttt vcr^ iliatuMtl j -edible, 

ti^ Ibe <^}F of thy fdwev r 

The Duke of Lauderdale gladoedliii ^cgre 
SKTOuftdr th6 ocouneit aa' if to coUect their 
4iiil^gef^i aady -^ judgmg : ilirosn * tbetr ;«mI& 
faigns^ .gav«c oa Uaiovti fart r Mdttpr life 



soended on th^ m^df^ wAt fofpiog it h»^ 
ftvfeii. the kuM mjL ^e icoa ,boQt»:jMca- 
siomdrth/Mnost oxqwatte pain* Jt« vuieyi* 
imtrilroiii ^tbe-lbuuih. wbiob^omtaiitly .toajk 
place on the lmKW.aiui«aa this. ckeekA. tf 
iiie'anffes0&M7hf 'feUo:vir<thQn ^^tiuTisuyied 
]biftt\Mi^pkQ«i,..4iid stood piepaxed .U> |^ve it 
^cond blow. 

J ^* Will y^iif yet gay," repealed tb^rlXttke 
*pf JLawkrdale, V where, and .wh^n you lut 
pftrtadTfroW: ^Balfour of Boxley r 
. ^VYoii havfe my an^w^r/' 9aid the au{« 
ferer resolti tely« , and the fiecoodhl&v feilL 
^h9| t1ai|(d a944avktth ^aucceeded, hut at the 
^4^- m^ ^ Jaeger. Mtedge, had. b»9Xk inJU«r 
ducedi the prisoner iset up a 8oreaiit\of 

<r^or4oB>*4whoae.hlood bailed jnthia him 
arttwitnea^iag &iichx:rueUy» could; hear uo 
l9f9g«» ;and^^ thougtk AWirioed and him^^^ 
mff?ffi/^-da!Utt^, yi^ .^x\»tff^ forw4r4 
.j(|dMp (CUvei^M^ emof 

4^f vUhhAld ifivioby . foccf^, iayju^^WP 
hand on his arm and the other on hW 
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indutb, while he whispered, " For God's 
sake, think where you are r ^ 

This movement, fortunately for hiih, was 
observed by no other of the counsellors^ 
whose attention was engaged with the 
dreadful scene before them. 
. ** He is gone/* said the surgeon — '* he 
has fainted, my Lords, and human n&tqre 
can endure no more/' ' 

** Release him,** said the Duke, and add- 
ed, turning to DalzelU ^ He will make an 
bid proverb good, for he*H scarce ride to« 
day, though he has had his boots on. X 
suppose we must finish with him." 
' <« Ay, dispatch his sentence, and have 
done with him, we have plenty of drudgery 
bchind.**^ . . ^ 

Strong waters and essences were- busily 
employed to recal the senses of the unfor* 
tunate captive; and, when his first faint 
gasps intimated a return of sensation^ the 
Duke pronounced sentence of death upOA 
him, as a traitor taken in the act of open 
rebellion^ and adjudged him to be carried 
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from the bar to the common place of exe^ 
cutioD, and there hacgeif by the necH; 
bi» head atld hands to be stricken off af- 
ter deaths and disposed of according to the 
pleasure of the council^, and all and'sundry 
his moveable goods and gear escheat and 
inbrought to his Majesty *s use. 
— ^*' Doomster/' he continued, " repeat 
the sentence to the prisoner/* 

The office of Doomster was in these 
days, and till a much later period, held by 
the executioner, incommendan^, with his or- 
dinary functions. The dtkty consisted in re- 
citing to the unhappy criminal the sentence 
of the law as pronounced by the judge, 
Whieh acquired an additional and hot rid 
emphasis from the recollection, Jhat the 
Hateful personage by whom it was uttered 
Was to be the agent of the cruelties he de- 
nounced. Maebriar had scarce understood 
the purport of the words as first pronoun* 
€b4 by the Lord President of the Council ; 
but he was sufficiently recovered to listen 
and to reply to the sentence when uttered 
by the harsh and odious VQice of theTuf- 
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awfAjA wot d%. : 'I Aod ; i^bU | prf^Qimc^ IpF 
jifitbfpk y««/or ;tj3S;oqJy fii^^cHir I lpoH<d 

maimed c^iPpjUSf whifibibftSi tj|i9:id»y ^ws* 
4;^B^4 your oru^Uy to this bMJl^ ead.' It 

were indeed lit tk t^ i{ie». wli^tlner I pie- 

I* 

^iskoi^th^ gallows or in tlue |^i9<m«hpu8e. 
iBut. if d»4.t|^ ifoltewlcie ^^^^ <» what I 
Wft' this, dfly♦^^l4li!ft«^ 

•j^jgM bs(ve lQ0t tbi^ digbl h^w- «t Cbilsr 
tMii:rinAni <3i» H^^ lA Ihi^- good -a«U«9. 
:f ©c fbe MsV I fftlgivc/ypu, »y l-pr49, fiwr 
-wbat ypu bsv^ Apf^nitttd Md;J b»^ ^s- 
t»ia«dr-»»AQ4 W%;S)ipiUd I not ?7rrY6 wud 

•w* 4a * b»wJbe^iQltiwi«e-^4ob *b*«wnp«»y 

4hAt« of fr^<|l wte »)^/a§bf^!|rr¥« p»i^^ntG 

^ftMiQirilAikmssJata: dii(pTnfram$i90it»lity ^to 
pardpn of a dyio^iOiaQ iMi do t]ri0»;gDa4> 



' tike tbem. at (iny hcm^' and oHiy* yoinr -last 
ttomentsr bejas ha|i|iy :ai^ name T 
V' As;b«i Apotec ibitni vtiih^. ooimteiumM 
radiant with joy and triumpb^ : he waa 
irikhdr^wiirtfayith«a who had -hroHiglit him 
tfttcr the;apttfjtoieitt» and lezeontcd wi^faiai 
Jta^aA'h(Hir,c:d(yidgr'With tbe^ sane eutbi^ 
aiastk'firmneas'twluchhia twhiote iife had 

I evinced; 

. ThetMmcii hrojce^op^ ^aodMnrten found 
jftdaiatlf again.iA the .^iriage mt il^« Geueral 

^^ Marvelloeai : fiuineaa i and < gallantry 1^ 
said JMoptoB) at he*reflpacted upon Mao- 
^fierVjceiftdaot; <* whet avpity it iathat 
-««th such sdfiideyottpn^'aBd'bef oism^lh^ld 
Jwire ^fotearitoiiigkdrjthe fiesoe^ featoxea of 



w 
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^ YtfU' fnean»''; satdOlai^heuae^.^ his 
resolation to condemn you to dea(th?«*^(o 
Mmt'tervanldhaveMiBoneiled himself by 
^^i ntg f te ' teii teyfoB ekawpliiif^^ AndPhiiieas 
4dmiet*and ^'eotcctttedr jndgeiiealv'f dgiseq»» 
thing to the same purpose^^JBatt' Jvml ye 
where yoa are now bottnd> Mr Morton ?** 
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: .*MWe are on the road to Leith, I ob- 
serve," answered Morton. ** C5an I not be 
}>ermitted to see my friends ere I leave my 
native land ?** . 

i ** Your unele," replied Grabame^ **has 
been spoken witb^ and declines visiting 
you* The good gentleman is terrified, 
and not without good reason, that the 
crime of your treason may extend itself 
over his lands and tenements — he sends 
you, however, his blessing and a small sum 
of money. Lord Evandale contmues* ex- 
tremely indisposed* Major Bellenden is at 
Tillietudlem putting matters in order. The 
scoundrels have made great haroc there 
with Lady Margaret's muniments of anti- 
quity, and h^ve diestroyed what the good 
lady called the Throne of his most Sacred 
Majesty. Is there any one else whom you 
would wish to see ?" 

Morton sighed deeply as he answered 
" No — it would avail nothing?^but nay 
preparations^ — small as they are, some must 
be necessary/' 
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<* Tbcy are air ready for yoft,** said the 
General. '^ Lard Etandale has anticipated 
a}} you wish* Here ift a packet from him 
with letters of reconnnendatioii for th^ 
court of the Stadtholder Prince of Orange^ 
to which I hate added one or two. I made 
iny first campaigns udder him> and first 
saw fire at the battle of Seneff. There are 
also bills of. Exchange for your immediate 
wants, and more will be sent when you re«* 
quire it . 

(, Morton heard all this, and re^^eivted the 
|)atcel with an astounded tfnd confused 
look, io sudden was the execution of the 
jsentence of banishment • 
- " And my servant ?" he said. 
. ^' He shall be cared for, and replaced, if 
it be jpracticable, in the service of Lady 
Margaret Bellenden ; I think he will hardi- 
ly neglect the {)arade, or ^o a wbigging a 
Mcond time. — But here we are upon the 
\quay» and the boat waits you/* 
; . It wds even as Claverhouse said* A 



hoatrntAteH for^ftsMi BfortMiftkli tli^ 

Clavei>liMis6'Sh<iit>k itinvliy tbe^nmid, ami 

ti!itli4fi>^<>fUMl itf 4}tti«tiir'tfftiet. ' 

- '^f I ^birtt: m€fV«r ^wge ty '-» he i stiidi ^^4lie 

g&ltantry of your bebavkiiir to my^end . 

men ^mWh^te'MiigWta ^ ibiaii ont'^ 
their ^Kajr.*? 

Another friendly pressure, and '4lii^ 
})ar tied* > - Ati^ Mwtdii desoetoded^ the fiat to 
get ittftfnbe^boa^ti 4(teBd^^lwed^in/hii4i^1e<ii 
«df f(fiMttdiiifpte^i^ei^siMtl«^^^ iielMi^ 
ed round. The peisiwiiitof^Vtf itssecttiMi 
much muffiied lip^ he {ttiVMd l|to fingerii^ 
nn4ii(riHp;^mfid{4bwf diiifif>0iirii^ttmwigt^ 

cMwd.' ^tfei4tt(»d<n«iaMi)tirMd^]4oM;oi^« 
<$iiii»sMy ;^4r^iWh^:teifoi^d:iliiiiiMtfa^ 

hoAtd ^f a ^iNikel > lMmtid(ifM;Rdtiivd«iei^ 
»ndisitW'aN'4i]»/tdii^nriiDtt8 of the i^c^^s^v 
busy making'Jl^k^ ^««rij-^ltfligeitfeiitv^ 
4ook 'l^ppttMMWrt^r^^-^^il ^1^ biH«t i^Hs 
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m>«{M»in«a«UM,>at9aed>fo# thy^ii)]]^})^)^' 
owning of ,•!» BrastfaA- inUfresti. Ttiese 
are.ndt tliy^ifor tpferaim to sttire -wkb 
IsnwliWl ikiMtr thy fceart is witih the 
da«§br«y:0ftlie*8tnaiger. 'fiut tutn fron^ 
thdt felly J for "HI exile, atoditt flight, ami 
istren iti'deatb itself, «hall my hand b6 hea-> 
vf fKg|aiiwt4ha&btoody and matign^M: bouse, 
aiMt Proi^id«noe bath gij^en flie«be metes 
of wetittg u«to <tbetn with their o#n mea*) 
sav«iiitf i#u4« stMi> otttttiKMitioii. The ttmt^ 
9am i^ tbttr <Mroiig^he4d was the main 
evaitf bf'^&at -htii^ s^ttered tA. ■ BotbweK 
Bri«ige»,'«ntl; I bavd boond ifrupdn my -9601^ 
tftfiMt'k <ipon^bem<> Whertrforie, think 
of befiiio^ore^ btft jdin with our bretlhreR 
in bbttifthiileQtytwbo^fr 'hearts are stilt to*^ 
WiPd«^4'miierabte- llind'to sttve'-aeiRl to i<e^< 
liwithtti' il%ere is^fttt 'honest Teinnan tin' 
Hoilieltd%beM«y<e9-ikre'(odciBjg>outfdrde«^ 



liverance. Join thy9elf unt6 them likd the 
true son of the fitout aad worthy Sifes 
Morton, and thou wilt have. good accept^ 
ance among them far hU; sake and for 
thine own working. Shouldst thoU be 
found worthy again to labour iii the vine- 
yard, thou wilt at all timea hear of my in- 
comings and out-goingSi by enquiring af-* 
ter Quintin Mackell of Irongr^y, at the 
house of that singular. Christian woman^' 
Bessie MaclurOj neiar to the place called 
^he HowfFy^ where Niel Blane entertain- 
eth guests. So .mi]|ch from him whp> 
hopes to hear, again i^om. thee in buotUer- 
hood| resisting unto bloody and striving, 
against sin* MeanwhilCj possess tby«df 
in patience* Keep thy sword girded» and 
thy lamp burning, ^s ope thai wake^ in 
the night; for lie, who. ^hall judge the. 
Mount of £saU) and shall make false pro* 
fessors as straw, and malignants as stubble, 
will come in th^ fourth watch with gar- 
ments dyed in bloody and the house f^fJ^*' 
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cob shall be for spoils and the hoyse ofJo- 
^aeph for fire. I am he that hath written it, 
whose hdttd hath been on the mighty in 
the waste field."* 

This extraordinary letter was subscribed 
J. B. of R ; but the signature of these ini- 
tials was not necessary for pointing put to 
Morton .that it could come from no other 
than. Butl^y. It gave him new occasion to 
admire the indomitable spirit of this maUi 
wbo^ with art equal to bis courage a^d ob« 
stinacy, was. even now endeavouring to 
re-establish the web of conspiracy which 
had been so lately, torn te pieces. But he 
felt no sort of desire, in the present mo-. 
naeoty to sustain a correspondence which 
must be.peiilous, or to reiie\v an associa^ 
tion^ whichy in so many ways, had beeu 
nearly fatal to him* .The threats whicK 
Barley held out against the. family of Bel-, 
lendejQ^ he .considered as a mere, expres-/ 
sion of his spleen on account of their de- 
fence of Tillietudlem ; and nothing seem- 
ed less likely than that, at the, very mo- 

VOL, IV. « 
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Hoent of their party being victorious, their 
iiigitive and distressed adversary could ex« 
ercise the least hiflueace over their Ibr^ 
tunes. « ^ 

Morton, however, hesitated fbr an m- 
s^tant, whether he should not send the Ma- 
jor or Lord £vandale itttimation of Bur* 
ley's threats. Upon consideration, lie 
thought he could not do so without he*- 
traying his cotifidential correspondence; 
for to warn them of his menaces w<<mld 
have served little purpose, ;unless he had 
given them adew to prevent them, ky^^ 
prehending hts person ; while, by doing so, 
he deemed he should ootmnit an ungene* 
70US breach of trust to remedy 'an cvM 
which seemed almost imaginary. Upon 
mature consideration^ thereifofe, he two 
the letter, having first made a memoNin<> 
dum of the name and place where the 
writer was to be beard of^ and threw the 
fragments iBto the sea. 

While Morton was thus ^employed the 
vessel was uumooredj and the white Mils 
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swelled out before a favourable north-west 
wiad. The ship leaned her side to the 
gale, and went roaring through the waves^ 
leaving a long and rippling furrow to track 
her course. The city and port from which 
he had sailed became undistinguishable in 
the distance ; the hills by which they 
were surrounded melted finally into the 
blue Aiy, and Morton Was separated for 
several years from the land of his nativity. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



IV^m dbes time gallop Withal ? 

SHAKSP1AB& 



It 18 fortunate for tale-tellers that they 
are not tied down like theatrical writers 
to the unities of time and place,, but may 
conduct their personages to Athens and 
Thebes at their pleasure, and bring them 
back at their convenience. Time, to use 
Rosalind's simile, has hitherto paced with 
the hero of our tale; for, betwixt Mor* 
ton's first appearance as a competitor for 
the popinjay, and his final departure for 
Holland, hardly two m6nths elapsed* Years, 
however, glided away ere we find it possi- 
ble to resume the thread of our narrative, 
atd Time must be held to have galloped 

S 
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over the interval. Craving, therefore, the 
privilege of my cast, I entreat the reader's 
attention to the continuation of the narr^u 
tivCs as it starts from a new aera, being 
the year immediately subsequent to the 
British Revolution. 

Scotland had just begun to repose from 
the convulsion occasioned by a change of 
dynasty, and, through the prudent tole- 
rance of King William, had narrowly esca- 
ped the horrors of a protracted civil war. 
Agriculture began to revive ; and men, 
ti^hose minds had been disturbed by the 
violent political concussions, and the ge* 
neral change of government in church and 
state, had begun to recover their ordinary 
temper, and to give the usual attention to 
their own private affairs in lieu of discuss- 
ing those of the public. The Highland- 
ers alone resisted the newly-established or- 
der of things, and were in arms in a consi* 
derable body under the Viscount of Dun- 
dee, whom our readers have hitherto known 
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by the name of Grabame of Clavcrhou»c» 

• 4 

But the general state of the Highlands 
was so unruly, that their teing more op 
less disturbed was not supposed greatly to 
affect the general tranquillity of the coun- 
try, 80 long as their disorders were confi- 
ned within their own frontiers. In the 
Lowlands, the Jacobites, now the under- 
most party, had ceased to expect any im* 
mediate advantage by open resistance, and 
were, in their ttim. driven to boM private 
meetings, and form associations^ for mutual 
defence, which the government termed 
treason, while they cried out persecution. 
The triumphant whigs, while they re- 
established presbytery as the national reli- 
giod, and assigned to the General Assem- 
blies of tht Kirk their natural influence^ 
were very far from going the lengths which \ 
the Cameronlans and more extravagant por^ 
tion of the non* conformists under Charles 
and James loudly demanded* They would 
listen to no proposal for re*establishing the 
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Solemii: Lengue and Covenant ; and those- 
who had expected to find in King William 
a» cealouB Covenanted Monarch were grie- 
vously disappointed^ when he intimated^ 
vith the phlegm peculiar to his> country, 
his intentions to tolerate all forms of reli- 
gion which were consistent with the safety 
of the atate. The principles of indulgence^ 
thus espoused and gloried in by the go<* 
vemmeqt^ g&v^ great offence to the more 
violent party» who condemned them as dia^ 
metrically contrary to Scripture ; for which 
narrows-spirited dootrine they cited yarioua 
text% alj^ aa it may i^ell be supposed, de- 
tached from their context, and most of 
them derived from the charges given to 
the Jews in the Old Testament disp^nsa* 
tion to extirpate idolaters out of the pro* 
mised land. They also murmured highly 
agaijist the influence assumed by secular 
persons in exercising the rights of patron- 
age, which they termed a rape upon the 
chastity of the Church. They censured 
and condemned as Erastian many of the 
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irieasures by which government after the 
Revolution shewed an inclination to inter- 
fere with the management of the Churchy 
and they positively refused to take the oath 
of allegiance to King William and Queen 
Mary, until they should, oh their part, have 
sworn to the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, the Magna Charta, as they termed 
it, of the Presbyterian Church. 
' This party, therefore, remained grum* 
bling and dissatisfied, and made repeated 
declarations against defections and causes 
of wrath, which, had they been prosecu- 
ted as in the two former reigns, would 
have led to the same consequence of open 
rebellion. But as the murmur^rs were al-^ 
lowed to hold their meetings uninterrupt- 
ed, and to testify as much as they pleased 
against Socinianism, Erastiatiism, and all 
the compliances and defections of the 
tithe, their zeal, unfann'd by persecution, 
died gradually away, their numbers be^ 
came diminished, and they sunk into the 
scattered remnant of serious, scrupulous^ 
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and harmless enthusiasts, of whom Old 
Mortality, whose legends have afforded 
the ground-work of my Tale, may be ta- 
ken as no bad representative. But in the 
years which immediately succeeded the 
Revolution, the Cameronians continued a 
sect strong in numbers and vehement in 
their political opinions, whom government 
wished to discourage while they prudent-^ 
\y temporized with them. These men 
formed One violent party iu the states 
and the Episcopalian and Jacobite inte- 
rest, notwithstanding their ancient and 
national animosity, yet repeatedly endea^ 
voured to intrigue among them, and avail 
themselves of their discontents, to ob- 
tain their assistance in recalling the Stu- 
art family. The RevblulioQary govern- 
ment, in the meanwhile, was supported by- 
the great bulk of the Lowland ititerest^v. 
who were chiefly disposed to a moderate' 
presbytery, and formedj in a great, mea- 
sure, the party, who, in the former op^ 
pressive reignSi were stigmatized by the.:: 



CameronianSy for ha^vmg exercbed' that 
form of worship under the declatation of 
Indulgence issued by Charles IL Sucb 
was the state of parties^ iu^ Scotkud imme^ 
diately subsequent to the Revolution. 

It was upon a deli^^ful summer evei^* 
ing, that a stranger, well mounjbedi. and 
having the appearance of a military man; 
of rank, rode down a winding descent 
which terminated in view of the romantic 
ruins of Bothwell Castle and the river 
Clyde^ which winds so beautifully he* 
tween rocks and woods to sweep around 

, the towers ' formerly built by Aymer dc 
Valence. Bothwell Bridge was at a little 
distance, and also in sight. The opposite 

' field, once the scene of slaughter and cood 
flict, now lay as placid and quiet as the 
surface of a summcSr lake. The trees and 
bushes, which grew around in romantic 
variety of shade, were hardly seen to stir 
under the influence of the evening breeze. 
The very murmur of the river seemed ta 

• soften itself into unison with the stillness 
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of the: scene arouiul. The path, through 
which thb traveller desceodcd, was occa* 
stonally libad^ hy detached trees of great 
abe^ and ebewbere by the hedges and 
boughS'Of flourishing Qidiards^ now loaden 
with auBimer fruits. 

The nearest object of consequeilce waa 
a farm^-hmise) of it might be the abode of 
a amall proprietor^ situated on the side of 
a sunny ban<k, which was corered by apple 
and pear-trees. At the foot of the path 
whidi }ed up to this modest mansion was 
a senail.oottagey pretty much in the situa- 
tion of a porter's-lodge, though obviously 
not designed for such a purpose. The hut 
s^emtd comfortable^ and more neatly ar- 
ranged than is usual in Scotland ; it had 
its little garden, where some fruit-trees 
and bushes were mmgled with kitchea 
herbs ; a cow and six sheep fed in a pad- 
dock hard by ; the cock strutted and 
croiyedi and summoned his family around 
him before the door; a heap of brush- 
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wood and turf, neatly made up, indicated 
that the winter fuel was provided } and' 
the thin blue smoke which ascended froni 
the straw-bound chimney, and' winded 
slowly out from among the green trees/ 
shewed that the evening meal was in the 
act of being made ready. To complete 
the little scene of rural peace and com* 
fort, a girl of about five years old was 
fetching water in a pitcher from a beaut i« 
ful' fountain of the purest water, which 
bubbled up at the root of a decayed old 
oak-tree, about twenty yards, from the end 
of the cottage. . .. . 

The stranger reined up his horse, and 
called to the little nymph, desiring to know 
the ^ way to Fairy-knowe. The child set 
down its water- pitcher, hardly understand- 
ing what was said to her, pat her fair flax-» 
en hair apart on her brows, and opened' 
her. round blue eyes with the wondering 
" What's yeVe wull ?'* which is usually a 
peasant's first a.nswer, if it caa be called 
onC; to all questions .whatsoever.. 
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- " I wish to: kodw th6 way to Faifj** 
knowe/' 

'' Maminie^ mammie^^ exclaihiied the 
little rustic. Tunning towards the door of 
the hut, ^^ come out and speak to this gen-* 
tleman." 

Her mother appeared,— a handsome young 
country- woman, to whose features, origin- 
ally sly and espiegle in expression, matri* 
mony had given that decent matronly air 
which peculiarly marks the peasant's wife 
of Scotland. She had an infant in one arm; 
and with the other she sn\oothed down her 
apron, to which hung a chubby child of 
two years old The elder girl, whom the 
traveller had first seen, fell back behind 
her mother as soon as she appeared, and 
kept that station, occasionally peeping out 
to look at the stranger.. 
' " What was your pleasure, sir?** said 
the woman^ with an air of respectful breed- 
ings not quite commoa in her rank of life/ 
biit without any thing resembling forward*, 
ness. 
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Th€ strattger looked at her with great 
earnestness for a moment, and thca rcM 
plied, '' I am seelcing a place csUed .Fairy* 
knowe, and a man called CSutbfaert Head^ 
rigg* You can probably direct mre tohim*'^ 

'* It's my good-man^ sir/' said the youn^ 
woman, with a unilie of wcdcome; ^ will 
you alight, sir, and come into . our pocuD 
dwelling? — Cuddie, Cuddic/'-^^a whitc-^ 
headed rogue of four years appeared at the 
door of the hut)— ^'' Bin awa', my bonnia 
man^ and tdl your father a gentleman 
wants him. — Or, stay — Jenny, yell hae 
mair sense — rin ye awa' and tell him ; he's 
down at the Four-acre& Park.-«-Winna ye 
light down and bide a blink, sir?— Or 
would yc take a mouthfu' o' bread and 
cheese, or a drink o' ale^ till our good-man 
comes ? It's gude ale, though I shouldna 
say sae that brews it; but ploughman lads 
work hard, and maun hae something to 
keep their hearts aboon by ordinary, sae I 
aye pit a, good gowpiu o' maut to the 
browstt" 
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As^ the stnangt^f declined ber courteous^ 
c^erSy. Cuddiie, the readers old acquaint- 
ance/ made his appearance in person* His* 
Goontenance stUl presented the same mix* 
ture of apparent dullness, with occasional 
sparklesi which indicated the craft sooftea 
found roL the clouted shoe. He looked on 
the rider as on one whom be never had be- 
fore seen ; and^ like his daughter and^wife^ 
opened the conversation with vthe regular 
query, ** What's your WuU vi^ me^ sir i^ 

** I have a curiosity to ask some ques-* 
tions about this country," said the traveU 
ler, ** and I was directed to you as aa intel- 
ligent man who can answer them.'* 

'' Nae doubt, sir^** said Cuddie, after & 
moment's hesitation ; ** but I would first 
like to ken what sort of questions they 
are. I hae had sae mony questions speered 
at me in my day, and in sic queer ways, 
that if ye kend ^^, ye wadna wonder at 
my jealousiDg a' thing about them. My 
mother gar'd me learn the Single Carritcl]^. 
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whilk was a great vex ; then I behoved tor 
learn about -my godfathers and godmothem^ 
to please the auld leddy ; and whiles I 
jumbled them thegither and pleased nane 
d' them j and when I cam to man's yes- 
tate, cam anither kind o* questioning in 
fashion', that I liked waur than Effiectual 
Calling; and the ' did promise and vow^ 
of the tane were yoked to the end of the 
tother. Sae ye see, sir, I aye like to heat 
questions asked before I answer them.'* 

" You have nothing to apprehend frdm 
mine, my good-frrend ^ they only relate tO' 
the state of the country/' 

" Country r" replied Cuddie ; " ou, the 
country's weei aneugb, an' it werena that 
dour devil, Clavcr*se, (they ca' him Dun* 
dee now)' that's stirring about yet in the' 
Highlands, they say, wi' a' .'the Donalds^, 
and Duncans, and Dugalds, that ever wore 
bottomless breeks, driving about wi' hira^ 
to set things a^stear again, how we hae got-> 
tea them a' reasonably weel settled. But 
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Mackay will pit him down, there's little 
4oubt b* that ; he'll gi'c him his fairing, 
Fll be caution for it.*' 

. "What makes you so positive of that^ 
my friend ?*' asked the horseman, 

•* I heard it wi* my ain lugs/' answered 
Cuddie, '^ foretauld to him by a man that 
had been three hours stane dead, and came 
back to this earth again jast to tell him his 
mind. It was at a place they ca' Drum* 
shinnel." 

" Indeed ?*' said the stranger ; " I can 
hardly believe you, my friend." 

. " Ye might ask my mother then, if she 
were, in life/' said Cuddie ; '* it was her ex- 
plained it a' to me, for I thought the maa 
had only been wounded. Atony rate, he 
spake of the casting out of the Stuarts by 
ttieir very names,, and the vengeance that 
was brewing for Claver'se and his dra- 
goons. They caM the man HahbAkuk 
Mucklewratb ; his brain;was awee agee^ 
but he was a braw preacher for a' that/^ 
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, " You seem," said: the stranger^ ^* td 
Ihre ia a ridi and |>eacefuL cpantry/' 

^' It's no to complain o*, sii, am' we get 
the crdp weel in," quoth Cuddis ; ^^ but if 
ye had seen the bhide rinnin' as fast on 
thct tap o' that.brigg yonder: as. eves the 
water ran below it, ye wadna bae. thought 
it sae bonnie a spectacle;" ^ 

'* You mean the Ijattle some yeaiss since ? 
-«-I was waiting upoa Monmouth tbafa 
morning, my good friend, and did see-^ 
some-part of theaetion^^aasd the atpsaiger. 

^* Then ye saw aibofiny stour/' aaid CucU. 
die^ ^* that sail serve me. for fightisg a' tlie 
days o' my life«T-I judgped ye wad be ^ 
trooper by your red. scs^rlet lace-coat aad 
your looped bat" 

^* And which side were yoa upon, my 
friend?'' continued the inquisitive strnn* 
ger. 

'^ Aba, ladf retorted Cuddie, witb % 
knowing look, or what be designed for 
such — *^ there's nae use in telling that, un- 
less I kenn'd wha was asking me/^ 
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^^ I comneiul your prudence, but it is 
unnecessary ; I know you acted upooi. thai 
occasion as servant to Henry Mof ton*'* 

'^ Ay !" said Cuddie» in surprise, ^' hov 
came ye by that secret ? — No that I need 
care a bodle about it, for the sun's on our 
side o' the hedge now. I wish my maates 
were living to get a blink o't/' 

'* And what became ^f him?" said the 
rider. 

- ^< He was lost in the vessel gann to that 
weary HoUand^-cleto lost — and a' body^ 
perished^ and my poor maater aroang them* 
Neither man nor mouse was ever heard o! 
mair/' Then Cuddie uttered a grpan. 

<^ You had. some regard for him^ then?^' 
continued the stranger. 

*^ How could I help it?'-»His face waa 
made of a fiddle, as they say, for a' body 
that looked on him liked him. And a 
braw soldier he was. O, an' ye. had but 
seen him down at the brigg there, fleeing 
about like a fleeing dragon to gar folk 
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fight that bad linco little will till't! Tirtre 
was he and that sour whigamore they ca^df 
Buriey*— if twa men e6uld hae won a fields 
we vi'udna hae gotten our' skins paid that 
day." 

. " You mention Burley — Do you know 
if he yet lives ?" ^ 

'' 1 kenna'miickle about him. Folk say 
he was abroadi and our sufferers wad h6ld 
no communion wi' him, because o^ his ha* 
ving murdered the arcbl>ishbp. Sae * he 
cam hame ten times dourer than ever, and 
l^oke aff wi' mony of the Presbyterians ; 
indi at this last incoming of the Prince of 
Orange, he could get nae countenance nor 
bonuiiand for fear of his devilish temper, 
and he hasna been- heard ' of since; only 
some folks say, that pride and anger hae 
djiven him: clean wud." ^ 
\ ^* And-T*and/* said the traveltet, after 
considerable hesitation, — <* do you knowf 
any thing of Loid Evandale P'* 
. ^^Div I ken ony thing 6' .Lord £van^ 
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fele f— Div I BO ? Is hot my young leddj^ 
up by yonder at the house, that's as good 
as married to him?* 

•* And are they not married, theii?^ 
said the rider, hastily. 

"No; only what they ca' betrothed — 
my Wife and Iwere witnesses — it's no 
mony months by past — it was a lang court- 
ship— few folk kenn'd the reason by Jen* 
ny and mjseL— But will ye no light down? 
I douna bide to see ye sitting up there, 
and the clouds are casting up thick in the 
west ower Glasgow- ward, and maist skeiiy 
jR>lk think that bodes rain,** 
' ^Ih fact, a deep black cloud had already 
surmounted the setting sun ; a few large 
drops of rain fell, and the murmurs of dis^ 
tant thunder were heard. . ^ • 

• ^' The de*rl's in this man,'* said Cuddie 
to himself; ^^ I wish he would either light 
a# or ride on, that he may quainter himsef 
in Hamilton' or the shower begin." '- 

But the rider sat^ motionless on his horse 
for two or three moments after his last 
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question, like one exhausted by irame un«- 
common effort. Atlengtb^recovejingbim-^ 
self, as if with a sudden and painful effort^ 
he asked Cuddie, ^' if Lady Margaret fiel- 
lenden still lived.** 

^' She does/' replied Cuddie, f^ hut in a 
very sma* way. They hsic heen a sad 
changed family since thae rx^ugh times be* 
gan; they hae suffered anei^gh first. and 
last*-*«Lnd to lose the auld Tower, and a* 
the bonny barony and tha holms that I 
hae pleughed sae often, and the Maiijis and 
my kale-yard that I suld hae gotten back 
again, and a' for naething, as a' body may 
say, but just the want o^ some bits of 
sheep-skin that were lost in the joonfusion 
of the taking of Tillietudlem.* 

*' I have heard something of this^" said 
the stranger, deepening his voice and 
averting his head. '^ I have somie interest 
in the family, and would willingly he^ 
them if I could. Can you give me a bed 
in your house to»night^ my friend ?" 
'^ It's but a corner of a place^ sir/' said 



Cuddie^ '^ but wesc try, rather ibaa ye 
sul4 ritile son in tlie radn and thuniier; ibr^ 
to be free "wV 700^ sir, I think ye seem no 
that tmrer. weei.'' 

** 1 ma liable to a dizziness/' *said the 
strangea-, " but it will soon wear .off/' 

'^ I ken we can gi'e you a decent suppes; 
sir, '' -said Cuddle ; ^^ and ^we'Il see . about m 
bed aS' weel as we can* We wad be ^taith 
a stranger suld: lack what we have, thontgli 
we are jim ply provided for in beds ra^er; 
fc^ Scway has sae roony bairns, (Qod bless 
them and her J that >troith I rnaon i^eakte 
Lord Evandale to gi'e us a bit eik, or oiit* 
shot o' some sort^ to the onstead.** 

^* I shall be easily accommodated/' said 
the stranger, as he entered the house. 

^' And ye may rely on your naig being 
weel sorted/' said Cuddie ; ** I ken weel 
what belongs to suppering a horse, and 
this is a very gude* ane.** 

Cuddie took the horse to the little cow- 
house, and called to his wife to attend in 
the meanwhile to the stranger's accom- 
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modation. The officer entered, andthrev 
liimaelf on a. settle at some distance from 
the fire, and carefully turning his back 
to the little lattice window. Jenny, or 
Mrs Headriggi if the reader pleases, re- 
(}uested him to lay aside the cloak, belt, 
and flapped-hat which he wore upon his 
journey, but he excused himself under pre* 
tence of feeling cold ; and, to divert the 
time till Caddie's return, he entered into 
^ome chat with the children, carefully 
siYoiding, during the interval, the inquisi- 
tive glances of his landlady, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Whdt tragic tears bedim the «ye ! 
Wbat UMihs we«dfef<erB 4re ffif ! 
Our lw9k#ft;fii^o4Ai>t wMvl0rf» 
And Joves of youth that are no mort. 



Atran^f, with af€h6ei;fHl aroiqe, ^^tbat tite 
horse was properly suppered up, and that 
tiie ^die-^wife .should make ra thed up for 
fbun lat 41m hauKj rinair puiyyps&rlilce aad 
comfortable t])Mi rtbe likeo' tbem could 

^^AM the fiwnily at i;he ^ouse ?" aaid 
the stranger^ rWJ[thiaa4iiten;iy»t;ednaBd bra« 
ikenj¥Xiioe. 

** Ne, fstir ; they're awA* wi' ja* the jer- 
-TttrtB-^tihey ikeep only ftwa nowrMays, 
rand imy gud^-wifc}, theric^ baa ithe M^i 
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and the charge, though she's no a fee'd set* 
vant. She has been born and bred in the 
faintly, and has a* trust and management. 
If they were there, we behoved na to take 
siafreedom without their order ; but when 
they are awa\ they will be weel pleased 
we serve a: stranger gentleman. Miss BeU 
lenden wad help a' the haill warld an* her 
power were as gude as her will ; and her 
grandmother, jLeddy Margaret, has an un« 
CO respect for the gentry, and she's no' ill 
to the poor bodies neither—And n6w, wife» 
what ifor'are ye ho getting forrit-wi* the 
sowensr 

*^ Never mind,' lad," rejoined Jenny^ 
'^ ye sail hae theiii in gude time; I k»n 
weel tliat ye like your brdse het.** 

Cuddie fidgetted, and laughed with a 
peculiar expression of intelligence at this 
repartee, which was followed b; a .tlU- 
logue of little consequence betwixt his 
wife and him, in which th^ stranger took 
no share. At length he suddenly inter- 
rupted them by the question-^*' Can you 

10 
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tell roe when Lord £vandale*s marriage 
takes place P" 

" Very sooDi we expect/' answered Jen- 
ny^ before it was possible for her husbaiid 
,to reply; *^ it would hae been ower afore 
mow, but for the death o' auld Major Bel- 
linden." 

** The excellent old. roan !" said the 
atranger ; '^ I heard at £d in burgh he was 
no more— Was he. long ill ?'* 

^* He couldna be said to baud up his 
head after his brother's wife and his niece 
were turned out of their ain house ; an^ 
he had himsel sair borrowing siller to stand 
the law — but it was in the latter end o' 
King Jaroes's days — and Basil 01i£ant, 
who claimed the estate, turned a papist 
to please the managers, and then naething 
.was to be refused bim« sae the law gs^ed 
again. the leddies at. last, after they had 
fought a weary sort o' years about it, and, 
AS I said before, the Major ne'er held up 
his head again. And then cam the pitting 
awa' o' the Stuart line ; and, though he 
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l)«d hixl little refa^oft to like thetta, lie 
couldtia brook that, and it clean bfokethb 
•hCirt o' bifn, and cteditoifs cam to C?harn- 
'Wood teaid cleahef^ out a* i^at was there-^ 
lie tiras tttv'ei Hdi, the gude auld fnan, fdr 
ht 'dbW^ lA Sf*e "bny body Wabt* 

*' He was, indeed^" said the st)*aniger, 
^?lh a faultci^g voice, " an adnrirable 
^to^^t^iat is, i hate beai-d tliat lac >n^ 
so.— So the ladttis Wett left •Willrotit fdf- 
ftfne «s liH&M aU wttTibirt a ptdtteetor ?* 

« Th^y Will »eiflfer Watt the taitie tibt 

the •toftttei" While 'liord Eva»aale IrVes,*" 

•siid J«bny ; " he ha* "beeti HthattMfitid'ih. 
"their grifc?fe-^E'en to 'the house they live 
in is %iis Lotdshiftl) ; titid bever teiaa, its 
ihy iatild gttdeihothet Mause tisetl fo s&y, 
lilbde the dtty^ <>f the -patrtarch lacob, 
iiefVed «iae kng "and 8aet!k-ir%r^ Wlfb as 
jgtfde Lord Svandale has dtme'." 

« Abd Vhy," ^aid the stranger, Vfth k 
Vi6ide that qoiV^ed with ^tnotioil, ** <irhy 
^mshe not 'sooner rewarded by 'the dbjedt 

bb aittacbtnent ?" 



8^14 JennjF BM^U^y ^ ft>«by »wy other fa^ 

^' N^ bAi'' 8ti4 Cbiildto^ ^^ there wu 
^ei)!idi0f tfiUQXk ft>ibjr; % the yoking l^d- 

'' Whuhl, h(ii}d yoer teagufi^ end tiip 
yeMe Mweas^'' nid 1m w4& ; ^ I see the 
geetlemfiii's fax free weel^ and downa eat 
Qur cDersct •uppet'f-I wad ]^iU him a chkrk** 
eft in aa instaat/' 

^^ Th^ is no. eceatipn,'' Uhi the stean- 
g^; ^^ I $hall waRt aeiy a §h^ of wateir, 

and ta be left aloee/' 

» 

^^ Yoe'UL.gi'e your&ei lb« tdronble thefi 
te follow nie/' aid Jenoy^ lighting a smail 
bmtern^ *• and I'll slaew ypa the w^^y•^ 

Cuddk aJsa proffered hia asaistanee; 
but hi« m'i& mm'md^d him^ *' That tlie 
lomrns wmiU heieft to fight tliegtther, and 
€eup aoQ aaiilbaf into tl)e Hre/' so that he 
nnuiinad to lake ohaigc of the meaage. 

Hb wi£a led the way up a little winding 
path, which, after threading some thicketa 
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of sweet-briar and honeysuckle, conducted 
to the back-door of a small garden. Jenny 
undid the latch, and they passed through 
an old-fashibned flo\Ver-garden, with its 
clipped yew hedges and formal parterres, 
to a glass*sashed door, which she opened^ 
with a master key, and lighting a candle, 
which she placed upon a small work-table, 
asked pardon for leaving him therefor 
a few minutes, until she prepared his 
apartment She did not exceed five nii-> 
nutes in these preparations; but, when 
she returned, was startled to find that the^ 
stranger had sunk forward with his head 
upon the table, in what she at first appre- 
hended to be a swoon. As she advanced 
to him, however, she could discover by his 
short-drawn sobs that it was a paroxysm 
of mental agony. She prudently drew 
back uhtil he raised his head, and then 
shewing herself, without seeming to have 
observed his agitation, informed him, that 
his bed was prepared. The stranger gazed 
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at bcr a moment^ as if to collect -the sense 
of her words. She. repeated them, and 
jonly bending his head^ as an indication 
that he understood . her, he entered the 
apartment, the door of which she pointed 
out to him. It was a small hed-chamher, 
used, as she informed him, by Lbrd £van- 
dale when a guest at Fairy-kno we, - con- 
necting, on one side, with a little china- 
eabinet which opened to the garden, and* 
on the .other, with a saloon, from which it 
was only ' separated by a thin Wainscot 
partition. Having wished the stranger 
better health and good rest, Jenny de* 
scended as speedily as she could to h^r 
o^n mansion. 

'^ O, Cuddie !" she . exclaimed to. her 
helpmate as she entered, ^^ I doubt we!re 
ruined folk !** 

>* How can that be ? Whafs the matter 
wi' ye ?** returned the imperturbed Cud* 
iMe, who was one^ of those persons who do 
BOteasi^ take alarm at any thing.. 

*^ Wha d'ye think yon gentleman is ?*~ 
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O, thirii, eter jre snU kae z^tA bimr to 
fight iKter eatckined Jennj^* 

^ Vthf^ wha the muckk 4^ d'ye siagr 
he 18 3 Theee's nae law* agaktst karbcturiog 
and intecoonunaiitcfttiiig nofr/' said Cud^ 
^ ;. ^' fad^ Wbig er tof y^ what need ve 
ease whaie he. be r"' 

'^ A^i^ bat it's ane wiil dtiig Lard Einmi- 
dali^a mammga igee yet^ if it^s ih> the belx 
ter looked to^"* said Jcas^ ; ^ it's Miss 
Edith^is first joe^ jeur aia aokd maaftcr^ 
Guddie;' . 

"" The defil, wwsma r exdaimed Cod* 
die, starting uf^ ^^ Uom yethat I am blitsd? 
I wad hae kean^d Mr Utay yhvbon amaftg 
a bunder/* 

^ Ay, bmk, Caddie lad," replied Jtittiy, 
^ tkougli^ ye are no blio^ ye am no saevotf 
tice-taking as I am/' 

'^ Wed) what for iteeds ye east that up 
to «ie just nam } or what did ye see cbdut 
the man that was kfc^ our Maiater Harry r* 

'^ I wilt tell ye/' said Jeoay ; ^^ I jakmied 



his kctping hU face frae us, and spe^kin^ 
1ft' a madeUke v»ice, tae I e'en tried bim 
wi' some tales p- lang syne, and Mr)>€n I 
a{>ak# o^ the bnqse^ ye ken, he didna just 
laughb— ke^s ower grave fer that qow-«« 
diysy-snrbat he gae a gledge wi' his e'e diat 
I k;ei>Q*d he took up what I said. And ^ 
hie dittfess is abput Miaa Edith's ^lartiage, 
apd I nefer «aw a nian mair tane down- wL' 
true love in my .days«-rl might s^iy man or 
voman^^only I mind how ill Miss £dith 
was wh^sn she first gat word that him and 
you (ye mnekle graceless 4oon) were coming 
against Tillietadlem wi* tiie rebels. — But 
^liat^s ^ matter wi*^ the man now V^ 

** What'S the matter wi^ me, indeed !^ 
aaid Cuddie, who was again hoj^ily put- 
ting on some of the garments he had strips 
5ped himself of/ ^^ am I no gaun up this in- 
stant to see my maister ?^ 

'' Indeed, Cuddie, ye are gaun nae sie 
gate/' said JTenny, coolly and resolutely. 

** The devil's in the wife," said Cuddie ; 

H 2 
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*^ d'ye think I am to be John Tamsoh's 
man, and maistered by women a^ the days 
o' my life?*' 

" And wha*s man wad ye be ? And wba 
wad ye hae to maister ye but me, Caddie 
lad:** answered Jenny. " I'll gar ye com- 
prehend in the making of a bay-band. 
Naebody kens that this y6ung gentleman 
lives but ourselsy and frae.that be keeps 
himsel up sae close, I am judging that be's 
purposing, if he fand Miss Edith either 
^married, or just gaun to be married, he wad 
just slide awa' easy and gi'e them nae mair 
trouble. — But if Miss Edith kenn*d that he 
was living) and if she were standing before 
the very minister wi' Lord Evahdale when 
it was tauld to her^ she wad say no when 
she suld say yes.*' 

" Weel," replied Cuddie, •• and what's 
my business wi' that ? if Miss Edith likes 
her auld joe better than her new ane, what 
for suld she no be free to change her mind 
like ither folk P — Ye ken, Jenny, Halliday 
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%ye threeps.he.had a promiae frae your- 

'^ Halliday's a liar^ and yeVe a gomeril 
to hearken till him, Cuddle. And then for 
this leddy*8 choice, lack-a*day 1 — ye may 
be sure a' the gowd Mr Morton has is on 
the outside o' his coat, and how can he 
keep Leddy Margaret and the young ted- 
dy ?" 

'^ Isna there Miln wood ?" said Cuddle. 
'^ Nae doubt, the auld laird left his house- 
keeper the life-rent as he heard nought o' 
bis nephew ; but it^s hut speaking the auld 
wife fair, and they may a' live brawly thc;- 
gither, Leddy Margaret and a\" 

** Hout tout, lad," replied Jenny, " ye 
ken them little to think leddies o' their 
rank wad set up house wi' auld Ailie Wil- 
son, when they're maist ower proud to tak 
favours frae Lord Evandale himsel. Na, 
Qa, they maun follow the camp, if she tak 
Morton/* 

'' That wad sort ill wi' the auld l^ddy, 
to be sure/' said Cuddie ; *^ she wad hard- 
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]j win ower a lAiig dajr ia the btggag^; 
wain." 

^ Then sic i^ flfting as khese wad be be- 
tween them a' about wiiig and tory/* coo- 
ttBued Jenajr. 

^ To be furt;* said Caddie, '' the aifttd 
leddjr's aseo kittle in tbaa pointi/^ 

^ And then, Cuddie," coatinaed his help* 
mate, who had reserved her strongest aa^ 
gutnent to the hut, ^ if tln^ nrnrriage wi^ 
'Lord Evandale is broken o% >what Aomes 
o' our aia bit free^hottse, and the kafe-yard^ 
and the comt^s grass ? — I trow that us and 
ihae banny bairas will be tucmed on the 
wide warld.^ 

Here lenny began to wbim|ier-^Cuddie 
writhed himself this way and that wajr^ 
the very picture of indectnom At length, 
^* Weel^ woman, canna ye tdl ns what 
we suld do, withoat af this di& aboiat it ir^ 

«* Jnst io aaething at aV said Jcuay* 
^^ Never seem to ken ony thing abe«t this 
gentleman^ and for your life say a word 
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&K% he Mild hae been here or up ai tbe 
hoase^^An' I bad kenn'd I wad hae g}fem 
!bi« my aia bed» and aleepil in the byre w 
lie bad-g«Ad uj^ b]^, but it caomo be helpit 
fipv. The iteif t tbkig'i to get km ewnily 
^mdt the motn^ afid J judge ibe'll be is nm 
b^itry to eeoie bade a^iji«" 

^'Mypnir matetex l*" mid Caddie ; ^janid 
JKWA I HP ppeak to him, then ?^ 

•* F^r your life, »q/* said Jeooy ; " ye'ne 
w obii^ed to ken bi« ; aiid I w:adn^ hate 
twM yei oidy J feared y^ w»d k*to bim m 
the iQoomipg/^ 

*^ AM^ee)/' eaid C«iddie> ^ghing hieavily, 
** J'»e awV to fieugh the ^H^field tbea ; 
%, if I «8i no to i^^eak to bi^n, I wad r^- 
tbc^r b0 a»t o' the gate^" 

" Very right, my dear," replied Jeimy ; 
'^ n^fcebody baet better &ewe thaa you when 
ye crack a bat >wi' ane oiir,er yoiur aJSains, 
but ye ml4 ne'er di^ ony thing aflf hand out 
o' yow aitf^ head." 

'' Aoe wad think it's true,^' q^uoth Cud«^ 
d»e ; ^'jQiXlm 9^y e tnd «om^ .PvUnc^ (>r 
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quean or another, to gar me gang tboif 
gate instead o' my ain. There was first 
my mother/' he continued, as he undressed 
and tumbled himself into bed-^^ than 
there was Leddy Margaret didna let me ca 
my soul my ain~thfin my mother and her 
quarrelled, and pu'ed me twa ways at ance^ 
as if ilk ane had an end o* me, like Punch 
and the Deevil rugging about the Baker at 
the fair — and now I hae gotten a wife,** he 
murmured in continuation, as be stowed 
the blankets around his person, ^Vand sbe^s 
like to tak the guiding o* me a' thegither." 
'* And am na I the best guide ye ever 
bad in a' your lifer'' said Jenny, as she 
closed the conversatipn by assuming her 
place beside her husband, and extinguish- 
ing the candle. < 
. Leaving this couple to their repose, we 
have next to inforto the reader, that, ear}y 
on the next morning, two ladies on horse- 
back, attended by their servants, arrived 
at the house of Fairy-knowe, whom, to 
Jenny's utter confusion, she instantly re- 
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^cognized as Miss Bellenden, and Lady 
£mily Hamilton, a sister of Lord Evan- 
4ale. 

• * 

'* Had I DO better gang to the hDuse to 
put things to. rights?" said Jenny, con- 
founded Mritb this unexpected apparition, 

'' We want nothing but the pass*key,^ 
Said Miss Bellenden; ^* GudyiU will open 
the windows of the little parlour/' 

** The little parlour's locked, and the 
lock's spoiled/' answered Jenny^ who re- 
collected the local sympathy between that 
apartment and the bed-chamber of her 
guest. 

''In the red parlour, then," said Miss 
Bellenden, and rode up to the front of the 
house, but by an approach different from 
that through which Morton had been con- 
ducted. 

" All will be out," thought Jenny, ** un- 
less 1 can get him smuggled out of the 
house the back way.'' 

So saying, she sped up the bank in great 
tribulation and uncertainty. 
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^ I had better hae said at aiice there 
tras a stranger there/' was her next naito* 
ral reflection. " But then . they wad hae 
been for asking him to breakfaat O, 
Lord! what will I do ?-^And there's Gu4» 
jrfll walking in the garden, too {'' she ex- 
daimed internally on approachkig the 
iricket — ^ and I dauf na gaag m the back 
way till hd*s aff the coast. O, Lord ! vrhat 
will become of us r^ 

In this state of perplexity she appreacb* 
ed the ci'devant butler^ with the purpose 
of decoying him out of the garden. fiMr 
John Gudyill's temper was not improve 
by his decline in rank and increafie in 
years. Like many |yeevisfa people, too, he 
seemed to have an hatuitive perception as 
to what was most likely to teaze thos^ 

* 

whom he conversed with,; and, upon th^ 
present occasion, all Jenny V efforts to re« 
move him from the garden served only to 
' root him in it as fast as if he had been'one 
of the shrubs. Unluckily, also, he had 
commenced florist during his residence «t 
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Faii7>*kti<Mrc^ udi, kmi^g ail o<ih«r tjiings 
to the ebaige of I^dy Emily '$ ftei^imti Iwk 
Arst ease was dedicated to th« Aeweia 
whfisfa be had takea littder }m special fxom 
tectbn^ aad wfaaefa he propped, ddg* and 
wateied^ pmiing all the while upoa theit 
f espeotive nurits ta pour JieaMiy^. who atood 
by him tf emUingy and alofiost cryiaf wUh 
anxiety, fear, and im^tieace.. 

Fate seemed determined to wiaa match 
agaittst Jensy tUs* unfcu'tuiiate moratngw 
Sa aoMi as the kdiea entered thehotiari 
they obseirved that the door of the littla 
parlonjv the very aipattinent out of arhicb 
she wa9 desiroua of excluding thc«i on ao* 
oomt of ita contiguity to the nmn m 
which Moafoa alept^ wiis not only unloekr 
ed, but ahsohitdy ajar. Miaa BeU«ode» 
waa too iHiah dodged with b«f own im* 
mediate B«J9Jecta of teflecliiNi td taice nmeb 
notice of the circumataiice». but^ cocmmidr 
mg the servant la o{»sa the windoir^shub- 
tfta, walked into the raom along with iwr 
friend. 
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" He is not yet come/' she said. "What 
can your brother possibly mean?— ^ Why 
express so anxious a wish that weshauld 
meet him . here ? And why not come, to 
Castle-Dinnati, as- he proposed? I. own, 
Iny dear Emily, that, even en^gedias.we 
are to each other, and with tbesanction o£ 
your presence, I do not feel. that I/haye 
done quite right in indulging him»'' 

'^ Evandale was never capricious,'^ an* 
swered his sister; >' I am sur^ he wilL^a* 
tisfy us with his reasons, and if he doea 
not, I will kelp you to scold him." 
* « What I chiefly fear," saidEditb, "is 
his having engaged in some of the plots^of 
this fluctuating and unhappy time. I know: 
his heart is with that dreadful Ckverhausc 
and bis army» and I believe he would, have 
joined them erfe now but for my nucleus 
death, which gave him so much addition? 
al trouble on our account. How singulatT 
that one so rational and so deeply sensible 
of the «rrprs of the exiled family, should 
be ready to risk all for their restoration r 
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*' What can I say^* answered Lady Emi- 
ly; ^^it is a point of honour with Evan* 
dale. Our family have always been loyal^-* 
be iserved long in the Guards — the Vis- 
count of Dundee was his commander and* 
his friend for years — ^he is looked on with 
fth evil eye by many of his own relationsi 
who set down; his inactivity to the score 
of want of spirit. You must be aware, my 
dear Edith, bow often family connections, 
and early predilections, influence our ao» 
fions more than abattact arguments* But 
I trust Evandale will continue quiet^ 
tboughj to tell you truth, I believe you 
are the only one who can keep him so." 
-' ^* And how is it io mjr power?' said Miss 
Bellenden. 

'^ You can furnish him with the scriptural 
apology for not going forth with the host, 
«^* he has married a wife, and therefore 
eannot come/ " 

^^ I have promised/' said Edith, in a faint 
voice ; ^* but I trust I shall not be urged 
on the score of iiiAe*^ 
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« Nay," eas^. LaAy Emily^ ^ I will leave 
EiirtAilate (and here he cflfl^ea) to plead 
bia own oaue/' 

^< S^, atay, fin: GodTs salte,'^. aaid EUthy 
QttSfiWOwamg ta detain heff» 

^ Neil I» not I," said the y^ung kd^r; 
quaking her eseape} ^^ the third pecsoa 
iBaJsn a. silly figuce en such €kceaaioii9iir 
WheB jduwantma fior breaik£iat, I will bm 
fdund ift the wiUacnr- walh by the; river.^' 

Aa she ttipped put of thft rpoB^ Load 

Eirandalie eikt^red -rrr^^y Gdod-merrawv Jmoh^ 

thar^ and goodbjie tilLbreakfaat-rtime,'^ said 

thi^ lively young ladj ; ^' I tmst y^i^ wiU 

give Misa Bellendea some gckad raasoiia£M 

diaturbuig her CBft ao eariy m the morn^ 
* tf 

And f» saying, she left then togethef 
wUhout waiting a repiy. 

^' Aodnov^ iny Xoid^" aaid Echlh, ^ msjp 
I desire to know tiie meaning of yoiur sasv 
gular f equeat to meet ^a hese ftt so early 
anhour?*' 

She was about to add, that aha batdlgr 
felt herself excuseable in having complied 
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vitfa ft; iMit, «poti locking at the persoh 
i*§itnti «he iddreiwed, Ae was stnidk dumb 
hy the singtikr «tid agitated «x:pres8itm of 
Ui adrntw^mc/e, and ttt6ri<u}$»ed It^self to 
e^cclaim— •* For God's sake, what is tl* 

^Iwr^ <a gMift ttnfd woft ddciiivtb vietoty 
iiflwr Blaii- ^f 'Atiiote ; but, alas ! ><ny gallatft 
4H«ffd) Lord Dandee"-'— » 

" ffm fkltefi ^^ said EdHlli, Miticipathig 
IheVMt'Of 4i» «tdifiig«8. 

'* Ti-tte^-«»o^ ti-ue^he lias VA^n hi >fl!iie 
iiMia^f vkstofy, «tid wii a Mam tetnaitis df 
^Idbft autd 'ie^Wttot liMldieiftt to fill >u^ 
11^ ilOis 4& Xilfg ^mts\ hewit^. This, 
fl<Utb,istio titftt 'for Vettvparizing with our 

«hfr)\ 1 >ha^ ^ vwn d^Kttittns ^ 'rinse my 
-fdlUMiivrt, i|fn(d I WMt >ciAce leave of yaa 
filis «)r«iii0|^.'' 

•^*'®**et ihiiikof4l,«iy Ltfrd^^unsw^r- 
<«d ^<Hth ; «' yoiir life % eaiCMiahto your 
Stands ; do «i«t4bM>Mrit'a«tty hi«ii adven- 



•« 
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ture so rstfrb. What can your single arm^ 
and the few tenants or servants who mig^ 
follow you, dp against the force of almost 
all Scotland, the Highland clans only ex- 
ccptedr** ■ ^ 

^^ Listen to me, Edith," said Lord Evan** 
dale. ** I am not so rash a& you may sup* 
ppse; me, nor are mypre^nt motives of 
^nch light importance as to affect only 
those personally dependent on myself* 
The Life-Guards, with whom I served so 
long, although new-modelled and new-of- 
ficered- by the Prince of Orange, retain a 
predilection for the cause of their rightful 
master*' — (and here he whispered as if he 
feared even the walls of the apartmait 
had ears)— 'f When my foot is knoH^n to be 
iti the stirrup, two regiments of cavalry 
have sworn to renounce the usurper's ser- 
vice, and figbt under my orders. They de- 
layed only till Dundee should descend into 
the Low Countries ;-rbut, since he is no 
more,^ which of his successors dare take 
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ibat decisive step, unless encouraged by 
the troops declaring themselves ? Mean- 
titne, the zeal df the soldiers will die away. 
I must bring them to a decision while their 
hearts are glowing with the victory their 
old leader has ohtained, and burning to 
a'venge his untimely death." 

^* And will you, on the faith of such 
men as you know these soldiers to be^'' 
said Edith, ^^ take a step of such dreadful 
monfientr*' 

•* I will,** said Lord Evandale — " I must ; 
my honour and loyalty are both pledged 
for it*** 

^' And all for the sake/' continued Miss 
fiellehden, /^of a prince, whose measures, 
while be was on the throne, no one could 
condemn more than Lord Evandale ?" 
' ** Most tnie,** replied Lord Evandale; 
** and as I resented, even during the ple- 
nitude Qf his power, his innovations on 
church and state, like afree-born subject, 
I am determined I will assert his real 
rights, when he is in adversity, like a loya) 
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Otte» Let ^)Mrttm«i and K^eoyfagmts flatter 
p0W4efr etkI dtsert in^fbftwie, I ivtiHtntidnar 
•do the owe ftG«r the uther.*^ 

'** Ati4 if yci^ we<di&teraiitied toctict ivsfaat 
tny Feeble judgrhent muirt «*i)l lerm rasiiljr^ 
ivli^ give y ei!mel!f %be ^n^of tUft vn time- 
ly meeting ?" 

•* W^ere it imt encnigli to mMWert"^ isaid 
Ijord £va!id^, '^'lilmt «w i^udiiiig ombart- 
tle^ 1 wished to bid adieu «o fny belyotlHRl 
bride? — surely it is judging coldly of my 
fediitigs, land ^shewing t^o f kisHy the in- 

'tfSBPerence ^yow 0^^/tt> questkmtmy mo- 
tive for a request so natural/' 
'^* Drft -^fcy ia ^s ipHaoe, »iy 4»fa?'' 

taid !Btf !th-^Why with. Mdh pemaiw «iir- 

'tUttTs tances ' of 'my stetyi?'* 

into %er hand, <'f 4ur?e tyM^aimther re- 
qaesty whidh t dme (hardly ^rbHtr, ce^en 
when prefiiced by thei^e'i^red^&ttftls*" 

ln1)aste and terror ^Edrfih ^^lanoed wnr 
ihe letter, f^ich was fhmi her grandmo- 
ther. 
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*' My dearest childe/' such was its tenor 
in style and spellingi *^ I never more deep*^ 
ly regretted the reumatizcn» which disqua- 
lified me from riding on horseback, thah 
at this present writing, when I wonld most 
have wished to be where this paper will 
soon be, that is at Fairy-knowe, with my 
poor dear Willie's only child. But it is 
the will of God I should not be with her, 
which I conclude to be the case^ as much 
for the pain I now suffer, as because it hath 
now not given way either to cammomile 
poultices or to decoxion of wild mustard, > 
wherewith I have often relieved others. 
Therefore, I must tell you, by writing in- 
stead of word of mouth, that, as my young 
Lord Evandale is called to the present 
campaign, both by his honour and his duty, 
he hath earnestly solicited me that the 
bonds of holy matrimony be knitted before 
his departure to the wars between you and 
him, in implement of the indenture form* 
erly entered into for that effeck, where- 
tintill, as I see no raisonable objexion, so 

VOL. IV. I 
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I tnist that you, wbd h^ve been alurajrs a 
good and obedient childe^ will not devize 
any whicli has less than rarsOn. It is trevr 
that the contraks of oiir house have here* 
toforet been celebrated in a manneF mor« 
befitting our Rank, and not in private^ and 
with few witnesses^ as a thing done in a 
eorhen But it has beifn Heaven's own 
free-will, as well as those of the kitigdom 
where we live, to take aWay from us our 
estate, and from the King his throne* Yet 
I trust He will yet restore the rightful beir 
to the throne, and turn his heart to the 
true Protestant Episcopal : fisiith, which I 
have the better to expect to see even widi 
my old eyes, as I have beheld, the rc^jul 
femily when they were struggling as sorely 
with masterful usurpers and rebels as the>i 
are now ; that is to say, when his moat sa** 
cred Majesty, Charles the Second of hapfjy: 
memoiy, honoured our poor house of Til«- 
lietudlem, by talong his dujunc tbereini" 
&c. &e. &c. 
We will not abuse the reader's patience 
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hy quoting ^ore of Lady Margaret'9 pro* 
lijc q>istle» Suffice it to Bay, that it closed 
by laying her commands on her grand* 
qhild to consent to the splemnization of 
her marriage without loss of time. 
; /* I never thought till this instant," said 
£ditb, droppttig the letter from her hand^ 
V thtit Lord 'JBvandale would have acted 
BPgenerof^Iy.'' . 

/^ Ungenerously, Edith ?** replied her 
lover* /^ And how can you apply such a 
term to roy desire to c&II you niine> ere I 
part from you perhaps for ever ?'* 
. '* Lord Evandale ought to have rettiem* 
bered/' said Edith, *' that when his perse* 
verance^ and, I must add,^a due sense of 
hit merit and of the obligations we owed 
htm, wrung, from me a slow consent that I 
would one day comply with his wishes, I 
made it my condition^ that I should not 
be pressed to a hasty accrnnplishment ^ 
my promise ; and now he avails himself 
of his interest with my only remaining re-, 
lative^'to hurry me with precipitate and 
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even indelicate importunity. There is more 
selfishness than generosityi my Lord^ ia 
such eager and urgent solicitation." 

Lord £vandale> evidently much hurt, 
took two Of three turns through the apart- 
ment ere he repliedi to this accusation ; at 
length he spoke — ^* I should have escaped 
this {)ainful charge, durst I at once have 
mentioned to Miss Bellenden my principal 
reason for urging this request, it is one 
which she will probably despise on her own 
account, but which ought to weigh with 
her for the sake of Lady Margaret. My 
death in battle- must give my whole eistate 
to my lidrs of entail ; my forfeiture as a 
traitor, by the usurping government, may 
vest it in the Prince of Orange, or some 
Dutch favourite* In either case, my vene- 
rable friend and betrothed bride must re- 
main unprotected and in poverty. Vested 
with the rights and provisions of Lady 
Evandale, Edith will find, in the pou^^r of 
supporting her aged parent, some consola- 
tion for having condescended to share the 

4 
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title and fortunes of one who does not pre« 
tend to be worthy of her,** 
^ Edith was struck dumb by an argument 
which she had not expectedi and was com- 
pelled to acknowledge^ that Lord £van« 
dale's suit was urged with delicacy as well 
as with consideration. 

" And yet/' she said, " such is the 
way wardness with which my heart reverts 
to. former times, that I cannot," (she burst 
into tears,) '^ suppress a degree of ominous 
reluctance at fulfilling iny engagement up* 
on such a brief summons^'^ 

" We have already fully considered this 
painful subject," said Lord Evandale; *'and 
I hoped, my dear Edith, your own enqui- 
ries, as well as mine, had fully convinced 
you that these regrets were fruitless." 

" Fruitless indeed !" said Edith, with a 
deep sigh, which, as if by an unexpected 
echo, was repeated froin the adjoining 
apartment. Miss Bellenden started at the 
sound, and scarcely compqsed herself up- 
on Lord Evandale's assurances^ that she 
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had heard but the echo of her own respi* 
ration* 

'^ It sounded strangely distinct/' she 
said^ *^ and almost ominous ; but my feeU 
jngs are so harassed that the slightest trifle 
agitates them.'^ 

Lord Evandale eagerly attempted to 

. • • • . 

sooth her alarm and reconcile her to a 
measure, which> however hasty, appeared 
to him the only means by which he' could 
secure her independence. He urged his 
claim in virtue of the contract, her grand<^ 
mother's wish and command, the propriety 
of insuring her cdmfort and independence, 
and touched lightly on his own long at^ 
tachment, which he had evinced by s6 
many and such various services. These 
Edith felt the more the less they were in- 
sisted upon ; and at length/ as she had ho- 
thing to oppose to his ardour, excepting & 
causeless reluctance, which she was her- 
self ashamed to oppose against so much 
generosity, she was compelled to rest upod 
the impossibility of having the ceremony 
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[ perfocmed upon. such hast}' notice, at nuch 
a time and plaoe* But for all this Lord 

I Evandale was prepared, and«he explained, 
with joyful alacrity, that the former chap- 
lain of his. regiment was in attendance at 
the Lodge with* a faithful domestic, once 
a non-commissioned officer in the same 
corps ;.that his sister was also possessed of 
the sepret ; and that Headrigg and his wife 
might be added to the list of witnesses, if 
jigreeable to Miss Bellenden. As to the 
place, he had. chosen it on very purpose* 
The marriage was to remain a secret, 
since .Lord £vandale was to depart in dis* 
guise. very ^oon after it was solemnized, a 
circumstance which, had their union beelk 
public, must have drawn upon him the at* 
tention of the government as being alto* 
gether unaccountable, , unless from his be« 
mg engaged in some dangerous design. 
Having hastily urged these motives and 
explained his arrangements, he ran, with*-^ 
out waiting for an answer, to summon his 
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sister to attend his bride, while he went lYi 
search of the other persons whose presence 
was necessary. 

When Lady Emily arrived,, she found 
her friend in an agony of tears, of which 
she was at some loss to comprehend the 
reason, being one of those damsels who 
think there is nothing either wonderful 
or terrible in matrimony, and joining with 
most who knew him in thinking, that it 
could not be rendered peculiarly alarming 
by Lord Evandale being the bridegroom* 
Influenced by these feelings^ she exhaust- 
ed in succession all the usual arguments 
for courage, and all the expressions of 
sympathy and condolence ordinarily em- 
ployed on such occasions. But whenLady 
Emily beheld her future sister-in-law deaf 
to all those ordinary topics of consolation 
-r-when she beheld tears follow fast and 
without intermission down cheeks as pale 
as marble — when she felt that the hand 
which she pressed in order to enforce her 
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ai^uments turned cold Mrithin her grasp, 
and.lay^ like that of a corpse, insensible 
and unresponsive to her caresses, her feel- 
ings of sympathy gave way to those of 
hurt pride and pet.tish displeasure. 

*' I must own," she said, ^' that. I am 
something at a loss to understand all this^ 
Miss B^Uenden. Months have passed since 
you agreed to marry my brother, and you 
have postponed the fulfilment of your en- 
gagement from one period to another, as 
if you had to avoid some dishonourable or 
highly disagreeable connection. . I think I 
can answer for Lord Evandale, that he will 
seek no woman's hand against her inclina- 
tion ; and, though his sister, I may bold- 
ly say, that he does not need to urge any 
lady further than her inclinations carry 
her. You will forgive me, Miss Bellenden ; 
but your present distress augurs ill for my 
brother's future, happiness, and I must 
peeds say, that he does not merit all these ^ 
expressions of dislike and dolour, and that 

they seem ati odd return fdr an attach- 

I 2 
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ment which he has manifested so lou^ aiid 
in so many ways." 

** You are right| Lady Emily/' said 
Edith^ drying her eyes, and endeavouring 
to resume her natural manner, though still 
betrayed by her faultering toice and ihe 
paleness of her cheeks — " You are quite 
right— ^ Lord Evandale merits such usage 

It 

from no one, least of all from her whoni he 
has honoured with his regard. But if I 
have given way, for the last time, to a 
sudden and irresistible burst of feeling, it 
is my consolation, Lady Emily, that your 
brother knows the cause ; that 1 have hid 
nothingfrom him, and that he at least is 
not apprehensive of finding in Edith BeU 
lenden a wife undeserving of his affection* 
Bnt still you are right, and I merit your 
censure for indulging for a moment fruit- 
less regret and pa^inful remembrances. It 
shall be so no longer ; my lot is cast with 
Evandale, and with him I am resolved to 
bear it ; nothing shall in future occur to 
excite his complaints, or the resentmenti^ 
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df his relations ; no idle recollections of 
other days shall intervene to prevent the 
zealous and affectionate discharge of my 
duty ; no vain illusion recal the memory 
of other day s**- — 

As she spoke these words> she slowly 
raised her eyes, which had before been'^ 
hidden by her hand, to the latticed win- 
dow of the apartment, which was partly 
open, uttered a dismal shriek> and fainted* 
lady Emily turned her eyes ii\ the same 
direction, but saw only the shadow of a 
man, which seemed to disappear from the 
window, and, terrified more by the state of 
Edith than by the apparition she had her* 
self witnessed, she uttered shriek upon 
shriek for assistance. Her brother sooq 
arrived with the chaplain and Jenny Den-* 
nisdUj but strong and vigorous remedies 
were necessary ere they could recal, Miss 
Bellenden to sense and motion. Even then 
her language was wild and incoherent. 

'^ Press me no furthen'' she said to Lord 
Evandale ; ^V it cannot be*-*Heaven and 
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earth — the living atid the dead, have 
leagued themselves against this ill-omened 
union. — Take all I can give— my sisterly 
regard — ray devoted friendship.^ I will 
love you as a sister, and serve you as a 
hondis woman, but never speak to me more 
'of marriage." 

' The astonishment of Lord Evandale 
may. easily be conceived. 

'* Emily/' he said to his sister, " this 
is your dping — I was accursed when. I 
thought of bringing you here — some of 
your confounded folly has driven her mad." 

*' On my word, brother," answered Lady 
Emily, " you're sufficient to drive all the 
women in Scotland- mad. Because your 
mistress seems much disposed 'to jilt you, 
you quarrel with your sister who hasl[)een 
arguing in your cause, and had brought her 
to a quiet hearing, when^ all of a sudden, 
a man looked in at a window, whom her 
crazed sensibility mistook either for you 
or some one else, and has treated us gratis 
with an excellent tragic scene." 
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. « What man? — What window?'* said 
Lord Evandale^ in impatient displeasure. 
f' Miss BeUenden is incapable of trifling 
with me, and yet what else could have" — 
J " Hush ! hush !** said Jenny, whose inte- 
rest lay particularly in shifting further en-^ 
quiry; •* for Heaven's sake, my Lord, 
speak low ; my Lafly begins to recover." 

Edith was no sooner somewhat restored 
to herself than she begged, in a feeble 
voice, to be left alone with Lord Evandale« 
All retreated, Jenny wnth her usual air of 
officious simplicity^ Lady Emily and the 
chaplain with that of awakened curiosity. 
No sooner had they left the apartment than 
Edith beckoned Lord Evandale to sit be- 
side her on the couch ; her next motion 
was to take his hand, in spite of his sur- 
prised resistance, to her lips; her last was 
to sink from her seat and to clasp his 
knees. 

, " Forgive me, my Lord !" she exclaimed 
— ** Forgive me ! — I must deal most un- 
truly by you, and break a solemn engage- 
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m^nt You have my friendtthipi my higW 
est regard, my most sincere' gratitude-^ 
You have more ; you have my word «nd 
my faith— But, O; forgive me, for the £iult 
is not mine — you have not my love, and I 
cannot marry you without a sin !" 

'' You dream, my dearest Edith !" said 
Evahdale, perplexed in the utmost degree 
— " you let your imagination beguile you ; 
this is but some delusion of an over-sensi* 
live mind ; the person whom you preferred 
to me has been long in a better world, 
where your unavailing regret cannot follow 
him, or, if it could, would only diminish 
his happiness." 

" You are mistaken, Lord Evandale,^* 
said Edith, solemnly. " I am not a sleeps 
walker or a mad woman, No — I could not 
have believed from any one what I havo 
seen. But, having seen him, I must be*" 
lieve mine own eyes*" 

" Seen him f — seen whom r" asked tiordi 
EvandalCj in great anxiety. 

<^ Henry Morton,'^ replied Edith, utter- 



J 
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ing these two word« as if they were her 
last^ and very nearly fainting when she had 
done so. 

^^ Miss Bellenden/* said Lord Evandalei 
'^yoti treat me like a fool or a child ; if you 
Tepent your engagement to me/' he conti* 
naed, indignantly, '^ I am not a man to en- 
force it against your inclination ; but deal 
with me as a man, and forbear this trifling." 

He was about to go on, when he percei- 
ved, from her quivering eye and pallid 
cheek, that nothing less than imposture 
was intended, and th&t by whatever means 
her imagination had been so impressed, it 
was really disturbed by unaffected awe and 
terror. He changed bis tone, and exerted 
all his eloquence in endeavouring to sooth 
and extract from her the secret cause of. 
such terror. 

v" I saw him !" she I'epeated — ** I saw 
Henry Morton stand at that window, and 
look into the apartment at the moment I 
was on the point of abjuring him for ever» 
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His face was darker, thinner, and paler 
than it was .wont to be: his dress was a 
horseman's cloak, and hat looped dow;i 
over his face ; his expression was like that 
he wore on that dreadful morning when 
fie was examined by Claverhouse at Tillie- 
tudlem. Ask your sister,, ask Lady Emily, 
if she did not see him as well as I.. — I 
know what has called him up — he came to 
.upbraid me, that, while my heart was with 
him in the deep and dead sea, I was about 
Jto give my hand to another. Aiy Lord, it 
is ended between you and me— be the coiii- 
sequences what they will, she cannot mar* 
ry whose union disturbs the repose of the 
dead" 

" Good Heaven T said Evandale, as he 
paced the room, lialf mad himself with sur- 
prise and vexation, '^ her fine understand- 
ing must be totally overthrown, and that 
by the effort which she has made to com 
ply with my ill-timed, though well-meant, 
request. Without rest and attention her 
health is ruined for ever/* 
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At this moment the door opiened, and 
Halliday, who had been Lord Evandale's 
principal personal attendant since they 
both left the Guards on the Revolution, 
stumbled into the room with a counte- 
nance as pale and ghastly as terror could 
paint it. 

, "What is the matter next, Halliday?' 
cried his master, starting up. " Any dis- 

CO very of the*' 

.He had just recollection sufficient to 
stop short in the midst of the dangerous 
sentence. 

*' No, sir/' said Halliday, "it is not that, 
nor any thing like that ; but I have seen a 
ghost !!' 

. " A ghost ! you eternal idiot I** said 
Lord Evandale^ forced altogether out of 
his patience. " Has all mankind sworn to 
go mad in order to drive me so?— What 
ghost, you simpleton ?'' 
, /* The ghost of Henry Morton, the whig 
captain at Bothwell Bridge," replied Halli- 
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day. '^' He passed by me like a fire«flaBght 
when I was in the grarden!" 

'^ This is mid^summer madness," said 
I/)rd Evandalei ^^or there ii some strange 
villainy afloat.-^^Jennyj attend your lady 
to her chamber* while I endeavour to find 

f 

a clew to all this.** 

But Lord Evandale^s enquiries were in 
vain. Jenny, who might have given (had 
she chosen) a very satisfactory exptan^tion^ 
had dn interest to leave the matter in 
darkness ; and interest was a matter which 
now weighed principally with Jenny» since 
the possession of an active and affectionate 
husband in her own proper right' had alto* 
getber allayed her spirit of coquetry. She 
Kad made the best use pf the first mor 
ments of confusion hastily to remove all 
traces of any one having slept in the apart- 
ment adjoining to the parlour^ and even to 
erase the mark of footsteps beneath the 
window through which she conjectured 
Morton's face had been seen while tt^ 
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temptingi ere he left the garden, to gaiii 
one look at her whom he had so long io^ 
vtdy and was now on the point of losing for 
evtr. Ifbat he had passed Halliday in the 
gatden wais equally clear; and she learned 
froiii her elder bdy, whom she had employ- 
ed to have the stranger's horse saddled and 
ready for his departure, that he had rushed 
into the stable, thrown the child a guinea, 
and, mounting his horse^ ridden with fear-* 
ful rapidity down towards the Clyde* The 
secret was, therefore, in their own family^ 
ftnd Jenny was resolved it should r^maia 
so. 

^' For, to be sure,** she said, *^ although 
her lady and Halliday kenned Mr Morton 
by broad daylight, that was nae reason I 
8uld own to kenning him in the gloaming 
and by candle-light, and him keeping his 
face frae Cuddie and me a' the time/' 

So she stood resolutely upon the nega^ 
tive when examined by Lord Evandale. As 
for Halliday, he could only say, that ^s he 
entered the garden»door, the supposed ap- 
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parttion met htm walking swiftly, and 
with a visage on which anger and grief ap- 
peared to be contending. 

fVHe knew him well," he said^ " having 
been repeatedly guard upon him, and obli- 
ged to write down his marks of stature 
and visage in case of escape. And there 
Vrere few faces hke Mr Morton's." 

But what should make him haunt the 
^jountry where he was neither hanged nor 
shot,. he, the said Halliday, did not pter 
tend to conceive. 

, Lady Emily confessed she had seen the 
face of a man at the window, but her evi- 
dence went no farther. John Gudyill de- 
poned nil novit m causa. He had left his 
gardening to get his morning dram just at 
the time when, the apparition had taken 
place. Lady Emily's servant was waiting 
orders in the kitchen, and there was not 
.another being within a quarter of a mile of 
the house. 

Lord Evandale returned perplexed and 
jdissatisfied in the highest degree, at behold^ 
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ing a plan which he thought necessary not 
less for the protection of Edith in contin- 
gent circumstances, than for the assurance 
of his own happiness, and which he had 
hrought so very near perfection, thus bro* 
ken off without any apparifiht or rational 
cause. His knowledge of Edith's charac* 
ter set her beyond the suspicion of cover* 
ing any capricious change of determina- 
tion by a pretended vision. But he Would 
have set the apparition down to the influ- 
ence of an overstrained imagination, agjita- 
ted by the circumstances in which she had 
so suddenly been placed, had it not been 
for the coinciding testimony of Hallida^y, 
who had no reason for thinking of Mor* 
ton more than any other person, and knew 
nothing of Miss Bellenden's vision when 
he promulgated his own. On the other 
hand, it seemed in the highest degree im« 
prol^ble that Morton, so long and so vain- 
ly sought after, and who was, with such 
good.reason, supposed to be lost when the 
Vryheid of Rotterdam went down with 
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(prew and pasjsengersj should be Hire and 
lurking in t\m country, where there was 
no longer any reason why he should not 
openly shew himself^ since the present go* 
vermnent favoured bis party in politics* 
When Lord Evandale reluctantly brought 
himself to communicate these doubta to 
the chaplain, in order to obtain his opinion^ 
he could only obtain a long lecture on 
dsemanplogy, in whichi after quoting Del* 
rio, and Burthoog, and De L'Ancre; on the 
subject of apparitions, together with sun* 
dry civilians and cammon lawyers on tbe 
nature of te3timony, tbe learned gentk* 
man expressed his definite and determi^ 
ned opinion to lie,^ either that there -bad 
been an actual apparition of the deceased 
Henry Morton's spirit, the po^ssibility of 
which he was^ as a divine and a philoso^ 
fh6h neither fully prepared to admit or to 
deny; or else, that the said Henry Morton^ 
being j^till i;^ rerutk nainm^ had appeared 
m his propef pfersoh that morning ; or, 
finally, tiiat some strong dec^tio tUsusy or 

8 
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atxikiiig iiinilitude of pcraoQi bad de!ceiv94 
tlue eytB of Mm Bellencjl^n and q( Thoina$ 
HalUday« Which of these wa& the most 
probable hypotheav, the Doctor decliiii^d 
to pronouQoe, but expressed himself ready 
to die in thp opinion that one or other of 
them had occasioned that morning's dis- 
turhance. 

nLord Evandale soon had additional clause 
for distressful anxiety. Miss Bellenden 
was declared to be dangerously ill. 

*^ I will not leave this place/' he ex- 
claimed, ** till she is pronounced to be in 
safety. . I neither can nor ought to do so ; 
for whfttever^may have been the immedi* 
ate. occasion of her illness, I gave the first 
cause for it by my unhappy solicitation." 

He estabUshed himself, therefore^ as a 
guest in the family, which the presence of 
hia sister as well as of Lady Margaret Bel« 
lendexi, (who, in despite of her rheumatism, 
caused herself to be transported thither 
when she heard of her grand-daughter's 
illness,) rendered a step equally natural and 
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delicate. And thus he anxiously awaited^ 
until, without injury to her health, Edith 
could sustain a final explanation ere his 
departure on hits expedition. • 

•' She shall never," said the generous 
young man, ** look on her engagement 
with me as the means of fettering her to a 
union, the idea of which seems almost to 
unhinge her understanding," 
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CHAPTER X. 

Abyhipiijrldlsf d>»plearip«ib9dc8! 

Ahyjelds beloved in vain ! 
Where once my careless childhood stray'd^ 
. A stranger yet to pain, 

' Ode <m a tUstanf. Pjpoffect of Eton College* 

ties pnlyiy ;thtlL*iiieii oi. the xciA^t diatinguish- 
ed la^e^t^ are JeveU^dj dnr^ ifaeir ii fe time^ 
with the cfnmyoQ i^aps.of imAkind* There 
aferpe»<>dd.p£ mental ligitati^n w\^vk the 
fmt)^t la^tt.be: r^aoked with Ihe weakest 
ofihif hretbi:e&;» ^i»4 wltf^n^ Mi pajring the 
gei]ue(*altaxof:htt^mwity> his 4«ii!«98jes. are 
eresijaggravAted^by feelmg thp(t. he traus- 

of wA^gi^n^iand. jihil^Bf^by, by whioh he 
eBdeayour9 in) geneiitlCojircigakte. bis pas- 
sions and his iacdons* It was duting such 

VOL. IV. K 
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a paroxysm that the tinfortunate Morton 
left Fairy*knowe. To know that his long^ 
loved and stiltbeloved Edith, whose image 
bad filled his mind for so many years, was 
on the point of marriage to his early rival, 
who had laid claim to her heart by so ma- 
ny services, as hardly left her a title to 
refiise his addresses, bitter as the intel* 
Ijgence was, yet came not as an unexpec^ 
ed .blbw» Daring his residence abroad he 
had once written to Edith. It was to bid 
her farewell for ever, and to conjure lier to 
forget him. He had requested her not to 
answer his letter, yet he half hoped, for 
many a day, that she noight transgress his 
injunction. The letter sever reached her 
to whom it was addresed, and Morton, ig- 
norant of its miscarriage, could only con- 
clude himself laid aside and forgotten, ac- 
cording to his own self-defying request; 
All that he had heard of their mutual rela- 
tions since his return to Scotland, prepamd 
Inm to expect that he could only look up- 
on Miss fieUenden as the betrothed bride 
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of I;/>rd Evandale ; and, even if freed from 
tbe burthen of obligation to the latter^ it 
Would still have been inconsistent with hi* 
generosity of disposition to disturb their' 
arrangements, by attempting the assertiosi 
of a claimi prescribed by absence and bar^ 
red by a thousand circtimstaaees of diffi* 
c^lty. Why then did he seek the cottage 
which their broken fortunes had now ren- 
ditred the retreat of Lady Margaret Belli- 
ienden and her grand-daughter? He yield* 
edy we are under the.siecessity of ackno w« 
lidgingi to the impulse of as inconsisteiit 
wish, ^hich many might have felt in his 
situatiott, 

" Accident apprised him^ while travelling 
towards his native district, that th€ ladies, 
near whose mansion he must necessarily 
j^ass, were absent, and, learning that Cud- 
die and his wife acted as their principal 
d^nnestics, he could not resist pslusing at 
their cottage, to learn, if possible, the real 
{HTOgress which Lord Evandale had 'made 
in the affections of Mi9S .fiellendem— ^alas ! 
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HO linger bi$ Editb. Tbis rash experiinjgnt . 
e(fidpA M we b^ve tdatedi^ and he; p^rti^dr 
ff om th« boMse^of FairyrkHi^wei jCQti8ic)QU9: 
^4teit be Wft$ tftiU be)Qyed(by.£dith| yc^^^m- 
lieUed, by fiitb and bonour; to xelisqukh 
ber for. ever. Witb w.bat; f eelifig9 be. misst 
bate J Uste&ed to. tbe dialogue ■ bet^eeui 
Lord Evafodale aad Edith, tbe greater, p^rt 
of: wbicfa. be involuntiarily overbeard, the; 
reader *3i»itt coiidelve^ for we dace not .at- • 
temfit' to: describe them. An hundred ^tijooes 
be waa teihpted to. hnj^it jvtpAn Iheif inlc^tr 
ide w» lot to exfilaim. alioijid*^^* iEdttb, I y.€Jt. 
liver— aud Mxxfttn tbe tecoUectiqU/of Iter, 
plighted troth, and of the debt of gratj.tufle. 
wbiieh he om^ed JLprd Evi^df^Hef (to whojse 
iuAuieiice With CUviethxtuse he^jusHly aiicri*: 
bed bis escape Crom-jtc^rturie and- fmm'df^aii^ . 
withheld him from a.i-asb^ss wJbii:^ mights 
lAdoed bave i«v;Qlv!ed: all ia/furthie]: ;difti>, 
tres^ but gave littie prospejcidf /©ftvrairjdr 
iikg bis own bappaneas. ! Herr^preiiMd f^r^ 
dbly : these setfisb emolaans, tbougbjwictb- 
anagotiy Whidh thrilled bis every »erve. 
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^^No, Edith r was his interaal oatb^ 
^* fievet^wiU I add a thorn to thy pillOMT — 
That which Heaven has ordained let it be^ 
and let me not add, by my selfish sorrows^ 
"One atom's weight to the burden that thoa 
-hast to bear. I was d^ad to thee when 
^hy resolution was adopted; and never '-^ 
^ever shalt thou know that Henry Morton 
still Itv^ r 

As he fdrtned this reiBOlufeian^'dtfifdent of 
his own power to keep it, and seeking that 
:firmne5s in flight which was every moment 
jsfaaken by his [continuing within hearing <if 
£dith's voice, he hastily rushed^ from his 
apartment by the little closet and the sftsh- 
-ed door which led to the garden. 

But firmly as he thought his resolution 
was fixed, he could not leave the spat 
where the last tones of a voice so beloved 
-still vibrated on his ear; without endea*> 
vouring to avail himself of the opportunity 
'Which the parlour window afforded to steal 
^otae last glance at the lovely-speaker. . It 
was in this attempt, made while- £dith 



SS9 TALKS OF MT LAKI>i;ORD. 

seemed to have ber eyes unalterably bent 
upon the ground, that Morton's presence 
was ;detected by her raising them sudden- 
ly. So soon as her wild scream made this 
)cnowh. to the unfortunate object of a pas* 
sion so constant, and which seemed so iUp 
fated) he hurried from the place as if pur- 
sued by the furies. He passed Halliday m 
the garden without recognizing, or. even 
being sensible that be b&d seen him> threw 
himself on his horse, and, by a sort of in^ 
stinct rather than recollection, took the 
first by-road rather than the public route to 
Hamilton. • 

~ In all probability this prevented Lord 
Evandale from learning that he was actiih 
ally in existence, for the news that the 
Highlanders had obtained a decisive victo^ 
ry at Killiecrankie, had occasioned an accu* 
rate look-out to be kept on all the passes, 
for fear of some commotion among the 
Lowland Jacobites. They did not omit to 
post centinels on Bothwell Bridge, and as 
these men had not seen any traveller pass 
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3m98tward in that direction^ and at^ besides^ 
their comrades stationed in the viUage of 
Both well were equally positive that nosxe 
had gone eastward, the apparition^ in the 
j^xistence of which £dith and Halliday 
were iequally positive, became yet more 
smysterious in the judgment of Lord £ van- 
^iale, who. was finally inclined to settle in 
4lie belief that the heated and disturbed 
imagination of £dith had summoned up 
the ..phantom she stated herself to have 
aeen^ and that Halliday. had, in some un« 
accountable manner, been infected by the 
same superstition. 

Meanwhile, the by-path which Morton 
pursued, wfth ail the speed which his vi« 
gorous horse could exert, brought him 
in a very few seconds to the brink of the 
Clyde, at a spot marked with the feet of 
horses who were conducted to it as a wa- 
tering-place. The steed, urged as he was 
to the gallop, did not pause a single in* 
stant, but, throwing himself into the river, 
was soon b^ond his depth. The plunge 
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wbicli 4hei animal n^atte lad iiift feit quitted 
tiaegtduiid, vritli tbefeeliiig thiittlieicold wa^ 
ter rose above Mb s wdhd^bel t^ nrer^ tbeifeftt 
incidents ivibidi recalled r Morton^ whose 
movements had. been UitfaiBfta mecteultcal^ 
to the necessity of taking^measnferfbr pre^ 
ittrviiig himself and the noblesnimal Whieh 
he bestrode* A perfect master of all maQfy 
exercises^ ihemanagementof a^horsetfaw&h 
ter was as familiar to him aa^wheii^npoii a 
meadoiir. He directed the mnimal'^ coufse 
some whatr down the stream towards a iov 
plain, or holm, which seoned to prooai se 
an easy egress from the riyer. In the first 
and second attempt- to get on shore, the 
horse was fmstrated by the nature of the 
ground, and nearly fell backwards <m> his 
rider. The inittinct of seif^fpreseriiratidn 
seldom fails, eveh iti' the most desj>era^ 
circumstances, to recal the human ^^ mind 
to some degree of equipoize, nnkss whed 
altogether distracted by terror, and Mor-^ 
ton was obliged to the danger in whicfawbe 
was, placed for complete recovery c^ bis 
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self*possesston. A third attempt at a spbt 
more carfefulfy and judiciously selected!, 
succeeded better than the former, and 
plaeed the horse aihl his rider in safety 
upon the further bank of the Clyd^. 

*' But whither/' said Morton, in the bit- 
terness of his heart, ** am I now to direct 
my course ? or rather^ what does it signi- 
fy to which point of the compass a wretch 
so forlorn betakes himself ? I would te 
God, could the wish be without a sin,' that 
these dark waters had flowed over me, and 
drowned my recollection of that which 
^e^Sf and that which is.*' 

The sense of impatience, which the dis- 
turbed state of his feelings had occasion- 
ed, scarcely had vented itself in these vio- 
lent expressions, ere he was struck with 
fhame at having given way to such a pa- 
roxysm. He remembered how marvel- 
lously the life, which he now held so light- 
ly in fh^ bitterness of his disappointment, 
had been preserved tlirough the almost 
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incessant perils which had beset him since 
he entered upon his public career, 
i '^ I am a fool P' he said, ^^ and worse 
than a fool, to set light by that which 
Heaven has so often preserved in the most 
marvellous manner. Something there yet 
remains for me in this world, were it only 
to bear my sorrows like a man, and to aid 
;those who need my assistance. What 
have I seen, — ^what have I heard but the 
very conclusion of that which I knew was 
to happen? They" — (he durst not utter 
^their names, even in soliloquy) — *^ they 
are embarrassed and in difficulties. She is 
stripped of her inheritance, and he seems 
rushing 6n some dangerous career, with 
which, but for the low voice in which he 
spoke, I might have become acquainted. 
Are there no means to aid or to warn 
them?" :. 

As he pondered upon this topic, forcibly 
withdrawing his mind from his own. dis- 
appointment, and compelling its attention 
to the affairs of £dith and her betrothed 
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husband, the letter of Burley> long for- 
gotteoy suddenly ru$hed pn his memory, 
like a ray of light darting through a mist. 
. " Their ruin must have been his work^** 
WW his internal conclusion — -^^ If it can be 
repairedi it must be through his means, or 
i}y' information obtained from him. I will 
s^earch him oiit Stern, crafty, and enthu- 
aiastic as he is, my plain and downright 
rectitude of purpose has more than once 
prevailed with him« I will seek him out, 
at least, and who knows what injQuetyre 
the information I may acquire from him 
may have on the fortunes of those whom 
I shall never see more, and who will pro- 
bably never learn that I am now Suppress- 
ing my own grief to add, if possible, to 
their happiness.'' 

Anifnated by these hopes, though the 
fouiidation was but slight, he sought the 
neftrest way to the high-road, and as all 
the tracks through the valley were known 
to him since he hunted through them in 
you^th, be ha,d no other difficulty than 
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thiit of suriDoiiliiing t>A€ ortHFo eaclftAires^ 
ere he found Ijimseif on> the nMa»I«t6 t^ 
small burgh whiere- thto^ featfr ot tbe po^ 
pinjay had heeti'<;elebrated^' He journey* 
ed in a stated mind sad indeed^ and^dtf- 
jccted; yet relieved front ite earlier ^^ihI 
more intolerable state of anguish ;« for vin- 
tuous resolution ^nd manly disinterested^ 
ness seldt)m fail td restore- tranq^iUiiy 
even where they cannot. create' happiness. 
He turned his thoughts with strongs effort 
upon the means of discoyeiing^Bunley^ and 
the chance there was of extracting 'froob 
him any knowledge whieb heii^ight poa^ 
sess favourable to her in whose- cause he 
interested himself, and at length formed 
the resolutibli cof guiding himself, by the 
circumstances in which he migl^t discover 
the object of .his quest, trusting^ thatj, 
from Cuddie's account of a schism be&wixt 
Burley and bis brethren of the presby^eri- 
^n persuasion, he mij^t find him less ram* 
corously disposed against AfiM Bellendeo, 
a/id inclined to exert the powef wbick bo 
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ii8§«pfief} that hb ^sie^fsei over her! fdrhi&es 
mdvt fa^urably than her43t6fore; 

Noontide h^d passed away when ou# 
traveller found hfito^elf hi the neighbour^ 
hood of hjb deceated unde*s habitati<!>n'of 
Miinweod. It rose among gladks and 
groves that were chequered with a thou^ 
sand^arlyMrecdllectionsof joy and sorrbwi 
aDd niad« upon Mdrtdri that mournful im^ 
prMsfon, soft ahd affecting, yet, withal, 
sodthing, which' the sensitive miiid usually 
receivlEfS from a return to the haunts of 
childb^od'and early youth, after having 
experiei^ced^thfe vicissitudes anxl tempestft 
of fiubHe life. A stron'g desire came upoA 
him to visit thifr house itself. 

'* Old* Alison/' he thought, " will not 
knoikr^ me^ more than thie honeit< coupli 
whom I saw -yesterday :1 may induige my 
curiosity, and proceed oil hiy journey, with^ 
out her having any knowledge of my exi^ 
ence, I think thfey ^aid my uncle had be* 
queathed to her my fcimily miinsion^Well 
— be it so. I have enough to sorrow fori 
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besides lamenting such a.dibap{>ointment 
as that ; and yet methinks he has chosen 
9La odd successor in my grumbling old 
dame, to a line of respectable, if not dis«» 
tinguished, ancestry. Let it be as it may; 
I will visit the old mansion at least once 
more." 

' The house of Milnwood, even in its best 
days, had nothing cheerful about it, but 
its gloom appeared to ^e doubled under 
the auspices of the old housekeeper. Every 
thing indeed was in repair; there were 
ixa slates deficient upon the steep grey 
roof, and no panes broken in 'the narrow 
windows. But the grass in the court>yard 
looked as if the foot of man had not beea 
there for years ; the doors were carefully 
locked, and that which admitted to the 
hall seemed to have been shut for a length 
i)f time, since the spiders had fairly drawn 
.their webs over the. door- way and the 
staples. Living sight or sound there was 
none, until, aftei? much knocking^ Morton 
heard the little windoWi through which it 
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wnB usual to reconnoitre visitors, open with 
much caution. The face of Ali^oui puck- 
ered with some score of wrinkles, in addi- 
tion to those with which it was furrowed 
when Morton left Scotland, now presented 
itself, enveloped in a toy, from under the 
protection of which some of her grey tres- 
ses had escaped in a manner more pictu* 
resque than beautiful, while her shrill tre* 
mulous vofce demanded the cause of the 
knocking. 

^' I wish to speak an instant with one 
Alison Wilson who resides here/' said 
Henry. 

'^ She's no at hame the day," answered 
Af rs Wilson, in propria persona^ the state 
of whose head-dress, perhaps, inspired her 
with this direct modfs of denying herself; 
^ and ye are but a mislear'd person to speer 
for her in sic a manner. Ye might hae 
had an M under your belt for Jkfistre^ 
Wilson of Milnwpod." 

" I beg pardon/' said Morton, interoally 



smlliag iiiMdirig in old Ailie tliie sanife 

• • • ■ " * 

;|eal<>l]sy of disrespect wnich* she used to 
exhibit upon formeir occaisions-^** I he^ 
pardon ; I am but a stranger in thfs coun- 
try, and have been so long abroad/ that' I 

' • • ■ - 

-bave lalnlost forgatten ihy owrr lanlguageJ^ 
" Did ye come frae foreign parts ?" said 
Ailie:; ** then maybe ye may hac heard of 
a yetihg^ gentleman of this country th^it 
they ca' Henry Morton P' 

*' I have heard/' said Morton^ " of suc^ 
a name in Germahy." 

" Then bide a wee bit where y© are^ 
friend — or stay — gang round by the back 
o' the house, arid ye *Il find a laigh door ; 
it*8 oh the latchj for if s iiever barred till 
suniset.-^Yell opei't — and tak care y© 
-dinna 'fa' ower the tubi for the entry's 
dark — and thien ye*ll turn to the right,, 
and then ye^ll baud straught forrwardj and 
then ye'll turn to the right again, and ye'U 
tak heed o' the cellar stairs, and then yell 
be at the door o ■ the little kitdhen-^rs a* 
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tbe'kitfclteK thaVs^tft Milnvt^ood ndw-^Jidd 
ril cotnendoMrn i'y^i a\id Wbate'er yo wkA 
say to Afifliress Wilson ye ntay v«ry safdy 
ttA it to me.'* 

A fttrauger fttight have had some dilfi^ 
culty, ^notMirittosUntidilig' the mitiuwness of 
the' directions siapplied by AHie, to pilot 
himself in safety through the dark la- 
byrinth of pitssages thirt led from the back- 
door to the little kitbhen, but Henry waS 
too well acquainted' with the navigation 
of these streights to experience danger, 
either from the Scylla which lurked on 
one side in shape of a bucking tub, or the 
Charybdis which yawtied on the other in 
the proftindity of a winding ceilar-stain 
HiS' drily impediment ardse from the snarU 
ing-atHl vehement bai'king of a small tnkk^ 
ing 'Spaniel; once his own property, but 
w^hircb, xinlibei' to the faithful Argus^ n^ 
hidift^sttt retu^m from his waoderingi 
t<^thout any sy lii pt6m of recbgnttldn; 

** The little dogs and ^11 !" said Mortoii 
to himself, on being disowned by his fbrm-* 
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tt favourite, ^' I am so- cbaoged dsat no 
breathing creature that I have known and 
loved will now acknowledge me.'' 

At this moment be had reached the kii^ 
cheui and soon after the tread of Alison'^ 
high heels, and the pat of the crutchr 
liandled cane, which served ai once to 
prop and to guide faec footsteps^ werd 
heard upon the stairs, an annunciation 
which continued for some time ere she 
fairly reached the kitcheUi. j 

Morton hadj, therefore, time to .suri^ey 
the slender preparaetions for housekeepings 
which were now sufficient in the house of 
his ancestors. The fire, though coals are 
plenty in that neighbourhood, was hus- 
banded with the closest attention to eco* 
nomy of fuel, and the small pipkin^ in 
which was preparing the dinner of the old 
woman and her maid-of-all-work, a girl of 
twelve years old, intimated, by its thin 
and watery vapour, that Ailie had not 
mended her cheer with her improved fbr« 
tune.. 
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Wiien she entered, the head which nod<^ 
dei with self-importance— the features iu 
which an irritable pMvishness, acquired 
by habit and indulgence, strove with a 
lemper. naturally affectionate and good- 
natui:ed— the coif;^the apronr^the blue 
cheeked gown, were all those of old Ailie ; 
but Jaoed pinners, hastily put on to meet 
the stranger, with some other trifling arti« 
ch» of deooratiqn, marked the difference 
between Mrs Wilson.of Milnwood and the 
houaekeeper. of the late proprieton 
. *V What were ye pleased to want wi' 
Mrs Wilson, sir ?--^I am Mrs Wilson," wm 
her first address i for the fiVe minutes 
lime which she had gained for the business 
of the toilette, entitled her, she conceived, 
to assume the full merit of her illustrious 
name, and shine forth en her guest in un- 
chastened splendour. Morton's sensations, 
confounded between the past and present, 
fairly confused him so much, that he would 
have had difficulty in answering her, even 
if he had known well what to say. But as 
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he fasd liot 'detfenrihij^d what xharactef he 
va9 to adapt; witile :oanqealitig:tlaiat wbt^ 
was properly his own^ be bad an additicm- 
al reason far^ remaining silent; Mrs Wil- 
son^ in jwrplexity, aiid with some appre- 
hension^ -repeated bl^r question. 

** What were ye pleased to want wi'me^ 
sir? Ye said ye kenn'd Mr JHlarfy Mm- 
ton?'* " 

^* Pardon me, madam/' anawered Hdn« 
ry ; ^^ it was of one Silas Morten i spoked" 

The old woman^s countenance fell. 

*^ It was his father then ye kent o*, the 
brother o' the late Milnwood,-^ye caiitia 
jnind him abroad,^ I wad think^-^be was 
come hame afore ye were bor<n. I thougbt 
ye had brought me news of poor Maister 
JHarry/' 

** It was from my father I learned to 
Jcnow CotoAel Morton/' said Jienry ; ** of 
the son I kndw little or nothing ; rumour 
.says he died Abroad on his passage to. Hol- 
land/' \ 

^^ That's ower like to be true^ and mbny 
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a tear it's cost my auld e*en; His uocle. 

poor geDtlemsin/ just spughMawa' wPitia 

his .mputh. H^ h^d beea gi'^ing me pre- 

ceeze directions aneat the bread and the 

wine, ^nd the brandji at his buriali and 

how often it was to be handed round the 

Qpmpany; (fori dead or alive, he was a pru'* 

dent^ frpg^l) pajnB-^king man) and then 

he said, said' he, 'Ailie^' (he aye ca'd me- 

Aiiiey we* were auI4 acquaintaiice) ^ Ailie, 

take ye care and baud the gear weel the*- 

githj^r; fpr the name of Morton, of Miln- 

good's ga'en out like the last sou^h.of an 

aiild sapg/ And sae he fell out o* ae 

d,w£(ni into another, and ne'er spake a w:ord 

mair, unless it were something we C04i'dna 

mak out, about a dipped candle being gude 

an^u^h to s^e to die wi^— He cou'd ne'er 

bide to see a mou!ded;ane,:apd there was 

ape, by i41 luck, on the lat^e.^ 

Wl)ile Mjs Wilson w^^s tbus detailing 

th^ lapt mpcpent^ «f the 9I4 .iQiiier, Morton 

w?a iKir^ssipgly engaged in. diverting the 

assiduous <ariosil;y of the dog^ which, re* 

8 
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covered from his first surprise, and combi«> 
ning former recollections, had, after much 
snuffing and examination, begun a course 
of capisring and jumping upon the stranger 
'which threatened every instant to betray 
him. At length, in the urgency of his im- 
patience, Morton could not forbear ex* 
claiming, in a tone of hasty impatience, 
** Down, Elphin ! Down, sir !** 

^* Ye ken our dog's name/ said the old 
lady, struck with great and sudden sur* 
prise—" ye ken bur dog's name, iand ifs no 
a common ane. And the creature kens 
you too,^ she continued, in a more ^gita* 
ted and shriller tone — ^' Cod guide us! it^s 
my ain bairn !** 

' So saying, the poor old woman threw 
herself atound Mprton^s neck, clung to 
him, kissed him as if he had been actually 
her child, and wept for joy* There was no 
parrying the discovery, if he could have 
had the heart to attempt any further dis- 
guise. He returned the embrace with the 
most grateful warmth, and answeted-^ 



!^' I do indeed live, dear Ailie, to thank 
you for all your kindness, past and present, 
and to rejoice that there is at least one 
friend to welcovne me to my native coun« 
try/' 

« Friends r exclaimed Ailie, " ye'll hae ' 
mony friends— ye'll haemony friends; for 
je will hae gear, hmny— ye will hae gear.' 
Heaven mak ye a gude guide o*t ! But, 
eh, sirs !'* she continued, pushing him back 
from her with her trembling hand and 
shrivelled arm, and ga2ing1n his face as if 
to read, at more convenient distance, the 
ravages which sorrow rather than time had 
made on his face — ** Eh, sirs ! yeVe sair al- 
tered, hinny, your face is turned pale, and 
your e'en are sunken, aiid ypur bonny red- 
and*white cheeks is turned a' dark and sun* 
burned. O weary on the wars ! mony's the 
comely fkce they destroy.— And when cam 
ye here, hinny? And where hae ye been? 
— And what hae ye been doing ? — And 
what for did ye na write till us P-^And how 
C9m ye to pass yoursel for dead?— And 

11 ' 
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wb^t for did ye come x>reepiiig to your ain 
^QMse as if ye ha^ been an unco bodyy to 
gi'e.ppor auld Ailie sic a start?'' she.con** 
cliifled,. smiling through htr tears. 

It was some time ere Morton could 
overcome his o$rn. emotion so as to^^e 
t})e kind old woman the information .wliich 
^e shall co;mmiiDi€ate lo iO|sr readfiis Jn the 
i}9x.t Chapter. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Aumerie that was. 



Bat diat in gone for being Richard's friend^ 
Andy Madam, you must call him Rutland now. 



The scene of explanation was hastily 
removed from the little kitchen to Mrs 
Wilson's own matted room, the very same 
which she had occupied as housekeeper^ 
and which she continued to retain* ** It 
was/* she said, ** better secured against 
sifting winds than the hali, which she had 
found dangerous to her rheumatisms^ and 
more fitting for her use than the late 
Milnwood's apartment, honest man, which 
gave her sad thoughts V' and as for the 
great oak parlour, it was never opened 
but to be aired, washed, and dusted, ac* 

VQLt lY. L 
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cording to the invariable practice of the 
familyi unless upon their most solemn fes- 
tivals. In the matted room, therefore, 
they were settled, surrounded by pickle- 
pots and conserves of all kinds, which the 
ci-devant housekeeper continued to com- 
pound, out of mere habit, although neither 
she herself, nor any one else, ever j)artook 
of the comfits which she ^so «egfuiariy pre- 
pared. 

Morton^ adapting his narrative to the 
comprehension of his auditor, informed^her 
briefly of the wreck of the vessel and the 
loss of all hands, excepting two or thr^e 
common seamen, who had early secused 
the skifi^, and were just putting off from 
the vessel y^^^ ^^ leaped from, the tdieick 
( into thieir boat^ and unexpectedly, as well 

as contrary to their inclination, made iiim- 
self partner of their voyage and of tl^eir 
safety. Landed at Flushings he^ was fortu- 
nate enough ^to nieet with an old officer 
who had been in service with his father. 
By his advicei he shiinned going ipmvedi- 



'* 
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%t6\y to tbe Haguet but forwarded his let- 
,ters to the court of the Stadtholder, 

•* Our Prince/' sMd the veteran^ " must^ 
fs y^t| keep term$ with his father-in-law; 
and with, your King Charles ; and to ap- 
proach him in the character of a Scottish 
malcontent would render it imprudent for 
)iim %o distinguiah you by his £Bivoan 
Wait, therefore, his orders, without for- 
cing yourself on his notice; observe the 
^trjlotest prudence and fetirement ; assume 
for the present a different name ; ahun the 
company of the British exiles; and, de» 
pend upon it^ you will not repent your 
prudence." 

The old friend of Silas Morton argued 
justly. After a considerable ^me had elap- 
sed, the Prince of Orange, in a progress 
through the United States, came, to the 
town where Morton, impatient at his situ- 
ation and tbe incognito which he was 
obliged to observe, still continued, never- 
theless, to be a resident. He had an hour 
of private interview assigned^ in which 
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tbe Prince expressed himself highly plea^ 
sed with his intelligence^ his prudence^ 
and the. liberal view which he seemed to 
take of the factions of his native country^ 
theirniotives and their purposes. 

^* I would willingly," said William, ^^ at- 
tach you to my own person, but that can* 
not be without giving offence in England* 
But I will ^o as much for you, as well out 
of respect for the sentiments you have ex^ 
pressed, as for the recommendations yott 
have brought me«r Here is a commission 
in a Swiss regimental present in garrison 
in a distant province, where you will'meet 
few or none of your countrymen, Cont»» 
Bue to be Captain Melville, and let the 
name of Moi[^ton sleep till better da^s/' ' 
" Thus began my fortune," continued 
Morton ; ** and my services have, on vari- 
ous occasions, been distinguished by hit 
Royal Highness, until the moment that 
brought him to Britain. as ourpoIiticaT d6> 
liveren ' His commands must excuse liiy 
:^ilen€e to my few friends in Scotland; and 
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I: wonder not at the report of my deatb^ 
Considering the wreck of the vessel^ and 
l;hat I found no occasion to use the letter^ 
of exchange with which I was furnished 
by the liberality of some of thiemj a cirn 
cumstance which must have confirmed the 
belief that I had perished." 

: " But, dear hinny/' asked Mrs Wilson, 
^^ did ye find nae Scotch body at the 
Prince of Granger's court that kenn'd ye i 
I. wad hae thought Morton o' Milnwood 
was kenn'd a' through the country." 

'* 1 was purposely engaged in distant 
^rvice>" said Morton, ^^ until a period 
when fexvr, without as deep and kind a 
motive of. interest as yours, Ailie, would 
have known the stripling Morton in Major/- 
General Melville." 

" Malville was your mother's name," 
s^id Mrs Wilson ; ^' but Morton sounds 
far bonnier in my auld lugs. And when 
ye tak up the lairdship, ye maun tak the 
auld name and designation again.*' 

. '' I am like to be in no haste to do ei* 
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thef the one or the other, Ailie, for I have 
some reasons for the present to conceal 
my being alive fVom every one but you ;^ 
and^ as' for the lairdship of Milnwood, it]$ 
in as good hands." 

" As good hands^ hinny !" re-echoed 
Ailie; ** I'm hopefu' ye are no meaning 
mine? The rents and the lands are but a 
saii^ fash to me. And I'm ower failed to 
tak a help-mate, though Wylie Maetrickit 
^e writer was very pressing and spak 
very civilly ; but Tm ower auld a cat to 
draw that strae before me. He canna whil- 
ly Wha me as he's dune mony a ane. And 
then I tbo4>ght aye ye wad come back^ 
and I wad get my pickle meal and my 
soup milk, and keep a' things right about 
ye as I used to do in your puir uncles 
tinae^ and it wad be just pleasure aneugh 
fof me to see ye thrive and guide the gear 
oanny-^YeMl h^a learned that in Holland, 
J*se warrant, for they're thrifty folk there, . 
as I hear tell — But ye'U be for keeping ra- 
ther a mair house than puir auld Miln- 



OLD HORTALITr. 247 

wood that's gane ; aiid> indeed, I would 
approve o' your eating butcher-meat may* 
be as aften as three times a-week-^it 
keeps the wind out o' the stamack.^' 

*** We will talk of all this another time," 
said Morton, surprised at the generosity 
upon a large scale> which mingled in 
Ailre's thoughts and afctions with habitual 
^nd soMfd parsimony, and at the odd con* 
trast between her love of saving and indif« 
ference to self-acquisition. '' You must 
koow," he continued, ^ that I am in this 
country only for a few days on some spe» 
<!ml business of importance to the govern* 
ment, and therefore, Ailie, not a word of 
having seen me. At some other time I 
will acquaint you fully with my motives 
and intentions/' 

** E'en be it sae, my jo," replied Ailie, 
"* 1 can keep a secret like my neighbours ; 
and weel auld Milnwood kenn'd it, honest 
man, for he tauld me where he keepit his 
gear, and that's what maist folks like to 
bae as private as possiUy may be. — ^But 
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come awa' wi' me, hinny, till I show yc 
the oak-parlour how graudly it's keepit^ 
just as if ye had been expected harae 
every day — I loot naebody sort it but my 
ain bands. It was a lAnd o' divertise- 
mejQt to me, though whiles the tear wan 
into my e'e, and I said to mysel, wha^ 
needs I fash wi' grates, and carpets, and 
cushions, and the nmckle brass candle* 
sticks ony mair? for tliey'll ne^er come 
hame that aught it rightfully,'* 

With these words she hauled him away 
to this sanctum sanctorum^ the scrubbing 
and cleansing whereof was her daily em- 
ployment, as its high state of good order 
constituted the very pride of her heart. 
Morton, as he followed her into the room, 
underwent a rebuke for not '^ dighting hia 
shoon," which shewed that Ailie had not 
relinquished her habits of authority. On 
entering the oak-^parlour, he could not but 
recollect the feelings of solemn awe with 
which, when a boy, he had been affected 
at his occasional and rare admission to an 
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mpartment which he then supposed had 
not its equal save in the halls of princes. 
It may be readily supposed, that the 
worked worsted-chairs^ with their short 
ebony legs and long upright backs, had 
lost much of their influence over his mind, 
that the large brass andirons seemed dimi* 
nished in splendour, that the green worst- 
ed tapesitry appeared no masterpiece of the 
Arras loom, and that the room appeared, 
on the whole, dark, gloomy, and disconso* 
late. Yet there were two objects, " The 
counterfeit presentment of two brothers," 
which, dissimilar as those described by 
Hamlet, affected his mind with a variety 
of sensations. One full-length portrait re^ 
presented his father, in complete armour, 
with a countenance indicating his mascu- 
line and determined character; and the 
other set forth his uncle in velvet and 
Ijirocade^ looking as if he were ashamed of 
his own finery, though entirely indebted 
for it to the liberality of the painter. 

La 
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** It was an idle fattcy/* Ailie said^ " to 
dress the honest auld man in thae expe&w 
sive fal-lalls that be ne'er wore in hislife^ 
instead o^ his douce Raploch grey, and his 
band wi' the narrow edging," 

In private, Morton could not help being 
much of her opinion; for any thing ap* 
proaching to the dress of a gentleman 
sate as ill on the ungainly person of his 
relative as an open or generous expression 
would have done on his mean and money* 
making features. He now extricated him* 
self from Ailie to visit some of his haunts 
in the neighbouring wood, while her own 
hands made an addition to the dinner she 
was preparing ; an incident no otherwise 
remarkable than as it cost the life of a 
fowl, which, for any event of less import- 
ance than the arrival of Henry Morton^ 
might have cackled on to a good old age, 
ere Ailie could have been guilty of the 
extravagance of killing and dressing it; 
The meal was seasoned by talk of old 
times, and by the plans which Ailie laid 
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out for faturity, in which she assigned her 
jroung master all the prudential habits of 
her old one, and planned out the dexterity 
with which she was to exercise her duty 
as governante. Morton let the old womaa 
enjoy her day-dreams and castle-building 
during moments of such pleasure, and de^ 
ferred^ till some fitter occasion, the com^* 
ijDunication of his purpose again to return 
and spend bis life upon the continent. 

His next care was to lay aside his mi-* 
litary dress, which he considered likely 
to render more difficult his researches af-^ 
ter fiurley. He exchanged it for a grey 
doublet and cloak, formerly his usual 
attire at Milnwood, and which Mrs WiU 
son produced from a chest of walnut-tree, 
wherein she had laid them aside, without 
forgetting carefully to brush and air them 
from time to time. Morton retained his 
sword and fire-arms, without which few 
persons travelled in these unsettled times* 
When he appeared in his new attire, Mrs 
Wilson was first thankful *^ that they fitted 
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him sae decently, since, tbougli he was nae 
fatter/yethe looked mair manly than when 
he was ta*en frae Milnwood." 

Next she enlarged on the advantage of 
saving old clothes to be what she called 
heet-masters to the new, and was far ad« 
vahced in the history of a velvet cloak ht^ 
longing to the late Milnwood, which had 
first been converted to a velvet doublet^ 
and then into a pair of breeches, and ap« 
peared each time as good as new, when 
Morton interrupted her account of its 
transmigrations to bid her good-bye. 

He gave, indeed, a sufficient shock t6 
her feelings, by expressing the necessity^ 
he was under of proceeding on bis.jouraeyt 
that evening. 

" And where are ye gaun ? — And what 
wad ye do that for ? — And whar Wad y© 
sleep but iq your ain house, after ycihac. 
been sae mony years frae hame?'" i 

" I feel all the unkindness of it, Ailie^ 
but it must be so ; and that was tbe'reasoa 
that I attempted to conceal myself from 
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jotiy as I suspected you would not" let me 
part from you so easily/' 

** But whar are ye gaun, then?'* said 
Ailie, once more. ** Saw e*er mortal e'en 
the like o' you, just to come ae moment, 
and flee awa' like an arrow out of a bow 
tbeneistr 

'^I must go down/' replied Morton,. " to 
Niel^lane the Fijierr's HowfF; he can give 
me * bed, I suppose r" 

*^ A bed ? — I'se warrant can he,'* replied 
Ailie, ** and gar ye pay weel for*t into the 
bargain. Laddie,^ I dare s^y ye liae lost 
your wits in thae foreign paits, to gang 
andvgt'e silUr for a Supper and a bed, and 
might hae' baith for naetbing, and thanks 
t'ye for accepting them^*' 

*' I assure you, Ailie," said Morton, de- 
sirous to silence her remonstrances, " that 
this is a business of great importance, in 
which I may be a great gainer, and cannot 
possibly be a loser*'' 

" i dinna see how that can be, if ye be- 
gin by gi'eing rilaybe the feck o* twal shil- 
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lings Scots for your supper; but foxmg^ 
folks are aye venturesome and think to 
get silier that way* My putr auld maister 
took a surer gait, and never parted wf it 
when he had anes gotten't/' 

Perseveriog in his desperate resolution^ 
Morton took leave of Ailie, and mounted 
his horse to proceed to the little town, 
after exacting a solemn proniise that she 
would conceal his return until she again 
saw or heard from him* 

" I am not very extravagant,** was bis 
natural reflection, as he trotted slowly to« 
wards the town ; •^ but were Ailie and I. 
to set up house together, as she proposes, 
I think my profusion would break the 
good old creature's heart before a week 
were out." 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Where's the joUjboBt 



Y<m tuM me of? 'T has heeamy cuBtoni ever 
To parley with mine hoet. 

Loveri Progreti. 

Morton reached the borough town 
without meeting with any remarkable ad* 
venture^ and alighted at the little inn« It 
had occurred to him more than once, while 
upon his journey, that his resumption of the 
dress which he had worn while a youth, 
although favourable to his views in other 
respects, might render it more difficult for 
him to remam incognito. But a few years 
of campaigns and wandering had so chan* 
ged his appearance, that be had great con- 
fidence that in the grown man, whose 
brows exhibited the traces of resolution 
and considerate thought, none would r6> 
cognize the raw and bashful stripling who 
won the game of the popinjay* The only 






* 
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chance was, that here and there some 
whig, whom he had led to battle, might re- 
member the Captain of the Milnwood 
Marksmen ; but the risk) if there was any, 
could not be guarded against. 

The HowfF seemed full and frequented 
as if possessed of all its old celebrity. The 
person and demeanour of Niel Blane, more 
fat and less civil than of yore, intimated 
that he had increased as well in purse as 
in corpulence ; for in Scotland a landlord's 
complaisance for his guests decreases^ in 
exact proportion to his rise in the worlds 
His daughter had acquired the air of adex* 
terous bar-maid, undisturbed by the cir- 
cumstances of love and war, so apt terpef- 
plex her in the exercise of her vocation. 
Both shewed Morton the degree of atteo^ 
tion which could have been expected by 
k stranger travelling without attendants, 
at a time when they were particularly the 
badges of distinction. lie took upon hina- 
Self exactly the character his appearance 
pre$ented|-^went to the stable and mw 
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his horse aecommodated,Tr-tb0n returned 
to the faouBe, and/ seating himself in the 
pablic roonoj (for to request one to him* 
self would» in these days^ have, been 
thought an overy/eening degr-ee of ^con- 
ceitj) he found himself in the vejy apart* 
Boent in which he had some years befpfe 
celebrated his victqry at. the game of the 
popinjay^ a jocular preferment which led 
to ao many serious consequences* 

He felt himself as may well be suppo^ 
sedy a flauch changed man sinc§ th^t festi- 
vity ; and yet, to look around him, tl^ 
groups asseinbled in the Howff seenned 
not dissimilar tp those which the same 
sceoff had formerly presented. Two or 
three burghers husbanded their. V dribbl^a 
o* brandy ;" two or three dragoon^ lounged 
over their muddy al^f .^nd cursed the in- 
active times that allowed then) no better 
cheer« Their Corbet did not, indeedi pky 
at backgammon with the curate^in his 
<;assock, but he drank a little modicum of 
Afua mrcUfiik with the grey-cloi^ked pres- 
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byterian minister* The se^ents wits another, 
and yet the same, dijBfering only in per« 
sons, but corresponding in general' cha- 
racter. . 

^* Let the tide of the world wax of 
wane as it will/' he thought; as he k>ok« 
ed around hini| " enough will be found to 
fill the places which, chance renders va«- 
earit; and, in the u^ual occupations and 
aipusements of life, human beings will sue* 
ceed each other^ as leaves upon the same 
tree, with the same individual diffetence 
^nd the san»e general resemblance/^ 

After pausing a few minutes, Morton^ 
whose experience had taught him the 
readiest mode of securing attention^ (H'der-- 
ed a pint of claret, and, as the smiling 
landlord appeared with the pewter mea- 
sure foaming fresh from tilie tap, (for bot* 
tling wine was not then in fashion,) he ask* 
ed him to sit down and take a shaire of 
the good cheer. This invitation was pe- 
culiarly acceptable to Niel Blane, who, if 
he did not positively expect it from every 
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guest not provided with better company, 
yet received it from many, and was no 
whit abashed or surprised at the summons. 
He sat down, along with his guest, in a 
secluded nook near ih6 chimsey ; and, 
while he received encouragement to drink 
by far the greater share of the liquor be- 
fore th^m, as a part of bis expected func* 
tion, he entered at length upon the news 
of the country-^the births, deaths, and 
marriages— the change of property-^—the 
downfall of old fkmilies, and the rise of 
new. But politics, now the fertile source 
of eloquence^ mine host did not care to 
mingle in his theme, and it was only in 
answer to a qu^tion of Morton, that he 
replied, with an air of indifference, *' Um ! 
ay ! we aye bae sodgers amang us, mair 
or less. There's a wheen German horse 
doun at Glasgow yonder; they ca' their 
commander Wittybody, or some sic name, 
though he^s as grave and grewsome an auld 
Dutchman as e'er I saw/' 
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" Wittenbold, perhaps ?" said Morton ; 
V an old 'man, with grey hair , and short 
black moustaches — speaks seldom ? ' 

*' And smokes fox ever,", replied Niel 
])lane. ^* I see your honour Jkens the man. 
He may be a very gude man too* for. aught 
I see, that is, considering he is a.sodger 
and a Dutchman ^ but. if he. were ten ge^* 
neraljs, and as mony Witty bodies, he I>as! 
nae skill in the pipes ; he gar'd me^op in 
the middle o' Torpbichan's Rant, the best 
piece o' music that ever bag gae wind, to," 

*^ But these fe)lows,", said Morton, glaa* 
cing his eye towards the. soldiers that wtw 
in the apartment, *^are not of his corps?'* 

*^ Na, na, these are. Scots dragoons ; our 
ain auld. caterpillars ; these were Claver'se 
lads a while syne, and wad be again, may*- 
be, if lie had the lang ten in his hand^" 

^' Is tliere not a report of his death f 
said Morton. 

" Troth is there — your honour is right*— 
there is sic a fleeing rumour, but, in my 
puir opinion, it's lang or the de'il diet I 
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wad hae the folks h^re look to themsels* 
If ht makes an outbreak, he'll be doun or 
I could drink this glass— and wbar ate they 
then ? A' thae hell-rakers o' dragoons wad 
be at his whi^Ie in a moment; Nae doubt 
they're Willie's meia 6*en now, as they ware 
James's a while syne— and reason good— 
they fight for their pay ; what else hae 
they to fight for ? They hae neither lands 
Bor houses, I trow. There's ae gude thing 
o' the change, or the Revolution, as they 
ca' it, •folks may speak out afore thae bif- 
kies now, and nae fear o' being haul'd awa' 
to the guard-house, or having the thumi- 
kin^ screwed on your iinger*ends, just as I 
wad drive the screw through a cork." 

There was a little pause, when Morton; 
feeling confident in the progress he had 
made in mine host's familiarity, asked, 
though with the hesitation proper to one 
who puts a. question on the answer to 
which rests something of importance,—^ 
'^ Whether filane* knew a woman in that 
neighbourhood called Elizabeth Maclure?'* 
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** Whether I ken Bessy Maclure ?" ansiver- 
td the landlard, with a landloril^s laugh — 
" How cim I hut ken my ain wife's (haly 
ieher rest) — iny ain wife's "first gudeman's 
sister^ Bessie MaclureP an honest wife she 
is,, but sair she's been tiysted wi* misfor- 
. tunes, — the loss o' twa decent lads o' sons, 
in the time o' the persecution, as they ca' 
it now*a-dayi» ; and doucely and decently 
«he has bore her burthen, blaming nane, 
«nd condemning nwe. If there's an honest 
woiman in the wor Idi it's Bessie Maclure. 
Ai\d to lose <her tw:a so^s, as I was saying, 
and to bae dragoons clinked down on her 
for a month bypast — for, be whig or tory 
uppermost, they aye quarter tbae loons osi 
yictuaUers, — to lose,. as I was sayi|»g"-r 

" This woman keeps an inn, th^nr'* in- 
terrupted Morton. 

" A public, in a puir way," replied Blane, 
lookiqg round, at bis own superior accom- 
modations — ** a sour browst o' sma' ale 
that she sells to folk th^t are owjer droutby | 



" 
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wi* travel to ht nice, but naething to ca' a 
stirring trade or a thriving c^ooge-house." 

" Csixi you get mt a guide tibere ?" said 
Moxtoxu 

*^ Your honbur will rest here a' the night ? 
— ^ye'U hardiy ^ jacGooamodatiou at Bes»* 
sie'^" said Nipl, wbpse re^gard for lus de- 
ceased wife's rdajtiv^e by no means extend- 
ed to aesKUng compaoy from his own house 
tol;er/s. 

** There is a friend" answered Mortpn, 
^\ whom I ^m to TXkHfit with there, an4J 
<0Dly cdM^d here tp take a stir^rup cup and 
enquire the way/' 

" Your honour had better," answered 
the landlord^ with the perseverance pf bis 
•xaiUn^i-' send some ane to warn your 
friend to come^on here/' 

/« I. tell you, landlord/' answered Mor-^ 
ton impatiently^ ** that wi]l not serve my 
.purpose } I must go; straight to this wo- 
^man Maclure's house, and I desire you to 
find me a guide." : 

^VAw<eel;v$iri ye'U chuse for yourself to 
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be sure ; but de*il a guide ye*ll need, if yfc 
gae ddun the water for twa miles or sae/as 
gin ye were bound for Milfawood-faoiisey 
and then tak the first broken dtsjasked- 
looking road that makes for the hills-^yell 
kenH by a broken asb-tree that stands at 
the^ side o' a burn just where the roads 
tneet, and theii trfevel out the path — ^ye 
cahna miss Widow Maclure's public, for 
deMi another house or faauld is on the road 
for ten lang Scots miles, and that's worth 
twenty English. I atti sori^ your honour 
-would think of gaun but o' my house the 
night. But my wife's gude«sister is a de« 
cent woman, and it*s no lost that a friend 
gets. ' 

Morton accordingly paid his reckoning 
And departed* The Sunset of the summer 
day placed him ait the ash-tree, where the 
path led up toward the moors. ' 

- "Here,** he said to himself; ««iy xnls- 
fbrtunes commenced ; fol* just here, when 
Burley and I were about to separate oil 
the first night we ever meti be was alarm* 
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ied by the intelligence, that the passes were 
secured^ by soldiers laying in wait for him. 
Beneath that very ash sate the old woman 
who apprised him of his danger. How 
strange that my whole fortunes should 
have become inseparably interwoven with 
that man'S| without any thing more on my 
part, than the discharge of an ordinary 
duty of humanity ! Would to Heaven it 
were possible I could find my humble 
quiet and tranquillity of mind upon the 
spot where I lost themT 

Thus arranging his reflections betwixt 
speech and thought, he turned his horse's 
head up the path. 

£vening lowered around him as he ad« 
vaiiced up the narrow dell which had once 
been a wood, but was now divested of 
trees/ unless where a few, from their inac« 
cessible situation on the edge of precipi- 
tous banks, or clinging among rocks and 
huge stones, defied the invasion of men 
and of cattle, like the scattered tribes of a 

VOL. IV4 M 
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conquered coun^try, driven to take refuge 
in the barren strength of its mountains. 
These too» wastcid ahd decayed^ sfeemed 
rather to exist than to ficmrishi and only 
served to indicate what the landscape had 
once been« But th^ stream brawled down 
among them in all its freshness and. viva- 
city, giving the life and animation which a 
mountain rivulet alone can confer on the 
barest and most savage scen^s^ and which 
the inhabitants of such a country mis9 
when gazing even upon the tranquil wind- 
ing of a majesvtic stream through iplsiins 
pf fertility, and beside palaces of splen- 
dour. The track of the road followed the 
course of the brook, which was no^r visiblCi 
and now only to be distinguished by its 
brawling heard among the stones^ or in the 
clefts of the rock, that occasionally inter* 
rupted its course. 

** Murmurer that thon art/* said Mor- 
touy in the enthusiasm of his reverie,^^ 
" why chafe with the rocks that stop thy 
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^course for a momient ? There is a sea to re- 
ceive thee in it9 bosom, and nn eternity 
for inan when his fretful and haaty course 
tbjrough theyale of time shall be ceased 
and over.. What thy petty fuming is to 
the deep stud vast billow? of a shoreless 
oceaQ) are our cares, hopes, fears, joys, and 
sorrows, to the objects which must. occupy 
U3 through the awful and boundless suc- 
cession of ages!" 

^Thus moralizing, he passed on till the 
dell opened) and the banks, receding from 
the brqok^ left a little green vale, exhibit- 
ing a croft, or small field, on which some 
corn was growing, and a cottage, whose 
walls were not above five feet high, 4n4 
whose thatched roof, green with moisture, 
age, house-leek, and grass, had in some 
places suffered damage from the encroach- 
ment of two cows, whose appetite this ap- 
pearance of verdure had diverted from 
their moire legitimate pasture. An. ill-spell** 
ed, and worse written inacription, intima* 
ted to the traveller that he might here find 
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« * 

refreshment for man and horse :— *no unac* 
eeptable intimationi rude as the hut appear-^ 
ed to be» considering the wild path he had 
trode in approaching it, and the high and 
waste mountains which rose in desolate 
dignity behind this humble asylum. 

'^ It must indeed have been/' thought 
Morton^ ''in sonie such spot as this, that 
Burley was likely to find a congenial con* 
fidante." 

As he approached, he observed the good 
danoe of the house herself, seated by the 
door; she had hitherto been concealed 
from him by a huge alder-bush. 

** Good evening, mother/' said the tra- 
veller. "Your name is Mistress Mac* 
lure?" 

" Elizabeth Maclurei sir, a poor widow^** 
was the reply- 

'* Can you lodge a stranger for a nights 

^ I can, sir, if he will be pleased with the 
widow's cake and the widow's cruize." 

^ I have been .a soldier^ good dame," an- 
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swered Mortoo, ^* and nothing can* come 
amiss to me in the way of entertainment/* 

"A sodger, sir?** said the old woman 
with a sighy ** God send ye a better 
trade/' 

'Mt is believed to be an honourable pro- 
fession, my good dame* I hope you do 
not think the worse of me for having be- 
longed to it ?" 

" I judge no one, sir,* replied the wo-- 
nxan, '^and your voice sounds like that of 
a civil gentleman ; but I hae seen sae 
muckle iU wi' sodgering in this poor land, 
that I am e*en content that I can see nae 
mair o't wi' these sightless orgaiM»." 

As she spoke thus^ Morton observed 
that she was blind. 

•' Shall I not be troublesome to you, my 
good dame ?'* said he, compassionately ; 
'* your infirmity seems ill calculated for 
your profession." 

" Na, sir," answered the old woman ; 
!' I can gang about the house readily 
aneugh ; and I hae a bit lassie to help 
me, and the dragoon lads will look after 
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your horse wheir they come hame frae 
their patrole> for a sma' matter; they are 
eivillernow than lang'syne.*' 

Upon these assurances, Morton altghted; 

** Peggy, my bonny bird/* continued the 

« 

hostess^ addressing a little girl of twelve 
years old, who had by this time appearedi 
^' tak the gentleman's horse to the stable, 
and slack his girths, and tak aiFthe bridle, 
and shike dt^wn a lock o' hay before hitn, 
till the dragoons come back.^^Conie this 
way, sir," she continued; ^*ye*ll find my 
house clean, though it's a ptiir ane."" 

Morton followed her into the cottage 
accordingly. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

■ . . . . . ■' 

Then oat and spak the auld ubther. 
And fast'her tears.did fk'->- 
. . ^ Ye.wadna be warn'd, my son Johnle, . 

Frae the hunting to bide awa P' 

• Old Ballad. 

, - r . #, I • . - . • • . - # 

? 

' When he entered the cottage, Mortoit 
perceived that the old hostess had spoken 
truth. The inside of the hut belied iu 
outward appearance, and was neat, and 
even comfortable, especially the inner 
apartment, in which the hostess informed 
h^r guest that he was to sap and sleep. 
Refreshments were placed before ^tn^^ 
such as tiie little inn afforded, and, though 
he had small occasion for them, he a'ccept- 
ed the offer, as the means of maintaining 
s^me discourse ^ith the landlady. Not* 
withstanding her blindness, she was assidu- 
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ouft in ber attendance, and seemed^ by a 
sort of instinct^ to find her way to what 

* * * 

she wanted. 

'^ Have you no one but this pretty little 
girl to assist, you in waiting^ on your 
guests V^ was the natural question. 

'* Nonii, sir ; I dwell alone» like the wi« 
dow of Zarephthah* Few guests come to 
this puir place ; and I haena custom 
eneugh to hire servants. I had anes twa 
fine sons that lookit after a' thing — But 
God gives and takes away-^His name be 
praised T she continued, turning her cloud- 
ed eyes towards Heaven—" I was anes 
better off, that isj worldly speaking, even 
since I lost them ; but that was before this.^ 
last change/' 

" Indeed,! But you are a presbyterian, 
good mother ?" 
; " I am, sir ; praised be the light that 
shewed me the right way/' replied the: 
landlady. 

'* Then^ I should have thought the Re- 



OLD HORTALITT. 273 

• 

irotution tvould have brought you nothitig 
Imtgood.** 

" If/* said the old woman, " it has 
brought the land gude, and freedom of 
worship to tender consciences, it's little 
matter what it has brought to a puir blind 
worm like me." *• 

- " Still/* replied Morton, " I cannot see 
how it could possibly injure you/' 

*^ It's a lang story^ sir. But ae night, 
sax weeks or thereby, afore Bothwell 
Brigg, a youing gentleman stopped at this^ 
puir cottage, stiff and bloody with wounds, 
pale and dune out with riding, and his 
horse sae weary he couldna drag ae foot 
after the other, and his foes were close 
ahinthim, and he was ane o' our enemies 
—What could I do, sir?— You that's a 
soldier will think me but a silly auld wife 
-r-'but I fed him, and relieved him, and 
keepit him hidden till the pursuit was 



ower/* 



" And who," said Morton, " dares disap*- 
prove of your having done soT 

M 2 
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** J kenna— I gat ill-will about it aitiat^' 
some o'^our ain folk.^ They said J should 
hae been to him what Jael was> to Sisera 
— But weel I wot I had nae divine com- 
mand to shed bloody and to say^e it was 
haith like a woman and a Christian.— Andf 
then they said I wanted natural affectioo 
to relieve .an^ that belanged to the band- 
that murdered my twa sons.** 
. ^^ That murdered your two sons ?*' 
' *' Ay, sir J; though maybe ye'U jgi'e their 
deaths another name — ^The tane feir wi'' 
sword in hand, fighting, for a broken na« 
tional Cavehant ; the tother — O, th^ 
took him and shot him dead on the green 
before his mother's fkce!-~My auld e^en 
dazzled whin the shots were looten o£^ 
and, to my thought, they waxed weaker 
and weaker ever since that weary day~* 
and sorrow, and heart»break, and tears, 
might help on the disorder. But, alas ! 
betraying Lord Evandale'a young blood to. 
his enemies' sword wad ne'er hae brought 
my Ninian and Johnie alive again. 



If 
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' <^ !Lord Evabdale ?'* said Morton m sur- 
prise ; ** Was it Lord Evandate whose life 
you saVedr^* 

** In troth, even his. And kind he was 
to me after, and g^e me a cow and calf, 
fbalt, meal, and sitler, and nane durst steer 
me when he was in powen fiat we live 
on an outside bit of Tillietudlem land, and 
the estate was sair plea'd between Leddy 
Margaret Betlenden and the present laird, 
Basil Olifant, and Lord Evandale backed 
the auld leddy for love o her daughter 
Miss Edith, as the country said, ane O' the 
be^t and bonniest lassies in Scotland. But 
they behuved to gi'e way, and Basil gat 
the Castle and land, and on the back o^ 
that came the Eevolutm, and wha to 
turn coat faster than the laird ? for he said 
be had been a true whig a* the time, and 
turtted papist only for fashion's sake. And 
then he got favour^ and Lord Evandale V 
bead^waa under water; for he was ower 
proud and manfu! to bend to every blaist 
o' windy though mony a ane may ken as^ 
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weel as^ me^ that, be bis ain principk^ as 
they will) he was nae ill friend to our folk 
when he could protect us, and far kinder 
than Basil Olifant that aye keepit the co« 
ble head doun the stream. But he was seti 
by and ill looked on^ and his word ne'er: 
asked ; and then BasiU wha's a revengefu' 
man, set hlrosel to vex him in a' shapes, 
and specially by oppressing ^nd despoiling^ 
the auld wido)^, Bessie Maclure, that saved 
Lord Evandale's lifei and that he was saet 
kind to. But he's mistaken, if that's his 
end ; for it will be lang or Lord Evandale 
hears a word frae me about the selling my 
kye for rent or e'er it was due, pr the putp. 
ting the dragooqs on me when the coun-^ 
try's quiet, or ony thing else that will yes 
him— I can bear my ain burden patiently, 
and war Id's loss is the least part pV : s 

Astonished and interested at this pi^-*. 
tpre of patieQtf grateful, and disinterested 
resignation, Morton could no^ help be- 
stowing an execration, upon the po^^-spi-^ 
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rited rStCal who had taken such a dastard- 
ly course of vengeance. 

*' Dinna curse him, sir,"' said tlie old 
woman ; ** I have heard a good man say^. 
that a curse was like a stone flung up to 
the heavenSf and maist like to return on 
his hea,d that sent it But if ye ken Lord 
Evan dale; bid htm look to himsel, for I 
bear strange words pass atween the sol- 
diers that are lying here, and his name is 
often mentioned ; and the tane o' them 
has been twice up at Tiilietudlem. He'3 
a kind of favourite wi* the Laird, though 
he was in fbrmer times ane o' the maist 
cruel oppressors ever rade through a coun- 
try; (out-taken Serjeant Bothwell)— they 

ft 

ca* him Inglis.** 

'^ I have the deepest interest in Lord 
£.vandale'8 safety,** said Morton, '* and 
you may depend on my finding some mode 
to apprize him of these suspi<;ious circum* 
stances : And, in return, my good friend, 
will you indulge me with another ques* 



tibii ^ £>a yotf kno^ aay thiBg bf QUinttrf 
Mackell of Irongray rT 

** Do I know whom f' echoed the blind 
woman, in a tone of great surprtee and 
alarm. 

^' Quintin Mackell of Itoxkgnyi*' te^esi^ 
ed Morton ; *^ is there any thing so alarm*^ 
ibg in the sound of that name f 

> <* Na, na/' answered the woman with 
hesitation, ^^ Imt to heai^ him asked after 
by a stranger and a^oidier^-^ude protect 
US; what mischief is t^ come next !*' 
^ " None by my meansi I assute you,'^ 
said Morfon ;. ^^ the subject of my enqntiy* 
has nothing to fear from me, if> us I sup- 
pose, this Quintin MackeU is the aaiiie 
with John Bal '' 

"Do not mention his name,- said the 
wkk)w, pressing his lips <with her fio^it. 
'^ I see you have his secret and his^ pad^ 
word; and Til be free wi' you. But,. for 
God's sake, speak iound and* low^ • In the 
niniQ of Heaven, L trust yese^k hint fidt 
to his hurt,— Ye said ye were a soldier r*^ 
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^^ I said triily ; bufc one be has nothing 
to fear 'from. t I commanded a party at 
B«>thweU ^Bridge;' 

. " Indeed ?* said the woman. " And ve- 
rily there k sometbingdn your voice I can 
trust^-H* Ye speak f^rompt and readily » and 
like an honest nil an;'' 

*^I trust I am so/^ said Morton« 

^ But na^ displeasui'e to you, sir^ in thae 
waefu' times,? continued Mrs Maclure, 
'^ the hand^ of brother iii against brother, 
and he fears as mickle almaist frae this 
government ' as le'er he did fTae>the auld 
persecutors*" 

^ Indeed f^ said Morton, in a tone of 
enquiry ;'^* I was nob aiware of that. But 
I am only just now returned from abroad.-^ 
' *^ Vil tell ye/* said the blind woman, first 
assuming an attitude of listening that shew* 
ed how effiectuaily her powers of collecting 
inteiligence had been transferred from the 
eyeto the* ear; for, instead of> casting a 
glanceof eircttnwpection around, she stoop- 
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ed her faccy and turned her head slowljr 
around, in such a manner as to ensure that 
there was not the slightest sound stirring 
in the neighbourhood, and then continued. 
"TU tell ye. Ye ken how he has laboured 
to raise tip again the Covenant, burned, 
broken, and buried in the hard hearts and 
selfish devices of this stubborn people. 
Now when he went to Holland, far from 
the countenance and thanks of the great* 
and the comfortable fellowship of the god^ 
ly, both whilk he was in right to expect,, 
the Prince of Orange wad shew him no 
favour^ and the ministers no 'godly com^ 
munion. This was hard to bide for afte 
that had suffered and done mickle — ^ower^ 
mickle it may be — but why suld I be a 
judge ? — ^He came back to 'me and to the 
auld place o* refuge that had aflen recei*^ 
ved him in bU distresses/ mair especially 
befpre the great day of victory at Drum* 
clog, for I sail ne'er forget how he . was 
bending hither of a' nights in the year on. 
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that. e*eniiig after ttie play when young. 
Milnwood wan the popinjay ; b>it I war&« 
ed hiin off for that time." 

** What/' exclaimed Morton, ^ " it was. 
you that sate in your red cloak by the 
high-roadi and told him there was a lion 
in the path ?" 

'^ In the name of heaven 1 wha are 
ye y* said the old woman, breaking oif his 
narrative, in astonishment* '^ But be wha 
ye n^ay/- she. continued, resuming it with 
tranquillity, ^* ye can ken naetbipg waur 
o* me than that I hae been willing to save; 
the life o friend and foe^** . 

** I know no ill of you, Mrs Maclure, 
and. I mean no ill by you — I only wished 
ta show you that I know so much of thii 
person'^ aifairs, that I might be safely en- 
trusted with the rest. Proceed, if you. 
please, )n your narrative." 

'//There is a strange command in your 
voipe,'^ said the blind woman, ^^ though 
it^ ton^is 2U;e sweet. I liave little mair to. 
say. The Stuarts hae been dethroned, 
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and WilHam and Mary Veigoln their steatd^.* 
but na&mair word o* the Cav^iiant th»n if 
it were a dead letter^ They hae taeti the 
indulged clergy^ ^nd an Erastian General 
Assembly of the ance pure and triumphantr 
Kirk of Scotiaud even into their very arms' 
and bosoms. Our faithfa cHamp^ns o' 
the testimony agree e'en, waur:wi'. this 
than wi^ the open tyranny and apostacy of 
the persecuting tioaes/ for souts are hard^^ 
ened ;and deadened, and the inouths of 
feMi6g multitudes are craiOMed wi' ^zen* 
les# bran, instead of the «w^et word ia^ 
season; and mdky an hungry^ starviag 
creature, When h(p isits ddwn on a Sunday 
forenoon to get something that might 
warm him to the great work, has a dry 
clatter o' morality driven about his lugs,. 

*^ In short,'' said Morton, desirous to 
stop a discussion which the good old wo* 
man, as enthusiastically attached to hef 
religious profession as to th^ duties of hu«^ 
manity, might probably have indulged 



longcr^-i-** la ehart, yoii afe'not disjioied 
to acquiesce in this new goveriimeiity and 
Burley is of the same opinion ?'* 

- ** Ma»jr of ouir brethren, sir, are of be» 
lief We fought fbp the Covenant, and fast- 
ed, and prayed, and suffered for that grand 
natioi^^l league^ and now we are like net- 
th!&r to sfeel ntit heir tell of that whkh we 

• 

fil^ffc^ed, a)Hl fought, and fasted, and. prayr^ 
ed for.— -And anes it was* thought some* 
thing might be maide by {bringing back 
the auld family on a new bargain and a 
i^w bottom, as, a:fter 4',: When King James 
went awa', I understand the great quarrel- 
of the £Dglisb against him was in behalf 
of flfeVen Unh^illowed prelates ; and sae, 
though ae part of Our people wete free to 
joia wi' the present model,- and levied an 
armed reginf^ent under the Yearl of Angus, 
yet our honest fi*ieiid> and others of purity 
of doiitrine and freedom of conscience, 
weris determined to hear the breath o* the 
Jacohitfis foefbre they took part again them; 



||84 TAL£3 OF HT LA:Ni>LbRI>. 

fearmg to fa' to the ground like a wall 
built with unslacked mqrtar/ or from sit- 
ting between twa stools.'' 

'^ They chose an odd quarter/' said Mor- 
ton, ^' from which to expect freedom of 
conscience and purity of doctrine." 

** O, dear sir ! the natural day-spring 
rises in the east, but the spiritual day* 
spring may rise in the norths for what we 
blinded mortals ken/* 

** And Burley went to the north to seek 

itr 

*^ Truly ay, sir ; and he saw Claircr'se 
himsel, that they ca' Dundee now.'' 

" The devil he did !" exclaimed^Morton,: 
" I would have sworn that meeting would> 
have been the last of one of their lives." 
, ^' Na, na, sir ; in troubled times^ as i un- 
derstand, there's sudden changes — Mont-, 
gomery, and Ferguson, -and mony ane mair 
that were King James's greatest faeSy are 
on his side noW'^^CIayer'se spake our 
friend lairi and sent him to consult with 
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Lord Kvandale. But then there was a 
break off, for Lord Evandale wadna look 
at, hear, or speak -wi' him, and now he's 
anes wud and aye. waur, and roars for re- 
venge again Lord Evandale, and will hear 
nought of ony thing but burn and slay—* 
and O tbae starts o' passion ! they unset- 
tle his mind, and gi'e the enemy sair ad- 
vantages/' 

•'The enemy ?•• said Morton, "What 
enemy T' 

" What enemy? Are ye acquainted fa- 
miliarly wi* John Balfour o' Burley, and 
dinna ken that he has had sair and fre«^ 
quent combats to sustain against the Evil 
One ? Did ye ever see him alone but the 
Bible was in his hand, and the drawn sword 
on his knee ? did ye never sleep in the 
same room wi- him, and hear him strive in 
his dreams with the delusions of Satan ? 
O, ye ken little o' him, if ye have seen him 
only in fair day*light, for nae man can put 
the fa^e.upon his doleful visits end strifes 
that he can do. 1 hae seen him after sic a 
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^trife of agopy tremble that ^n infant might 
Me held him» while the hair on hi3 brow 
ivas drapping as fastas ever my puir thatch- 
jed roof did in a heavy raiq/ 
; As slie spokej Mortop began to recolkct 
ihe appearance of Burley during his sleep 
in the hayJpft at Milnwood, the report of 
Cuddle that his senses had become ipopair- 
ed» and some whispers current among the 
CameronianSy who boasted frequently- of 
fiurley's souUexercises^ and his strifes with 
the foul fiend; which severamrx^umstances 
led. him to co|icl4ide that this man t^imself 
was a victim to jthose .deksions^ though 
his mind, naturally af:,ute apd forcible, not 
op (y disguised his superstition from those 
in whoSiO opinion it might have discredited 
hi3 judgmient) but by exerting^^uch ar force 
as is said to be proper to. those jifl^icted 
with ^ilepsyj cpuld postpone the fits 
which it occasioned until he was either 
lree4li^omwpei;in tendance, oi: surrounded 
by such as held him more highly on ac« 

10 



count of tfaesfB viskati0fi3. It was nzUiiral 
%o suppp#ei and could (^asily- ^e iBf6rre4 
from' the inftnratiye of Mrs Madure; that 
<}i$appQiiit«d ambition^ wrecked hopea, and 
the' downfall of the party which he bad 
seryed with such desperate fidelity^ were 
Hkely to aggravate enthusiasm into tempo* 
rary infl^nity« It was^ tpdeedi^ no ui^com- 
mon circurpstance in these singular times^ 
that men like Sir, Harry Vane, Harrison^ 
Overton, and others; themselves slaves t^ 
the wi]4^t ^nd piqst enthusiastic dream«i 
^ouldrwh^n^mingliug with the world, cpn-r 
A}^t themselves not only with good sensi^ 
in difScuUieSf.and cours^e in dangers, bu( 
with the most^cute pa^gacity and deteirmis 
a^d valoun , The subsequ^tfpartpf Mrni 
Maclure's ipfprn^s^tirOQ confi.rincd Morton in 
these impressions. , 

*^ In the grey of the morning/' she sa^dr 
** my little Peggy sail shew ye the gate to 

^ • * 

him. before the sod|[ers arorup^ But' ye 
maun iQp bi^ hour of danger^ as he ca's itf 
fa$ oi(rer» afore ye yeiiture on^im in his 
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placie of refuge. Peggy will tell /e when 
to venture in. She kens his. ways \v^eel| 
for whiles she carHes him some little helps 
that he canna do without to sustain life^*' 

'* And in what retreat then," said Mor- 
ton, '^ has this unfortunate person found 
refuge ?" 

" An awsome place," answered the Wind 
woman, ** as ever hving creature took re- 
fuge in. They ca' it the Black Linn of 
Linklater — it's a doleful place ; but he 
loves it abune a' others, because he has sae 
often been in safe hiding there, and it's 
my belief he prefers it to a tapestried 
chamber and a down bed. But ye'll see't. 
I hae seen it mysel moiiy a day syne. I 
was a daft hem pie lassie then, and little 
thought what was to come o*t Wad ye 
chuse ony thing, sir, ere ye betake your- 

* 

sel to your rest, for ye maun stir wi' the 
first dawn o' tbe'grey light?'* 

" Nothing more, my good mother," said 
Morton, and they parted for the evening. 

Morton recommended himself to Hea- 

5 
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ven, threw himself on the bed| heard, be- 
tween sleeping and waking, the trampling 
of the dragoon horses at the riders' return 
from their patrole> and then slept soundly 
after such painful agitatipn> 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

■ The darksome cave they enter» where they foond 
The accaned man, low sitting on the ground^ . 
Musing full sadly in his sullen inind. 

Spensxiu 

As the morning began to appear on the 
mountains, a gentle knock was heard at 
the door of the humble apartment in which 
Morton slept, and a girlish treble voice 
asked him from without^^* If be wad please 
gang to the Linn or the folk raise r" 

He arose upon the invitation, and, dressy 
ing himself hastily, went forth and joined 
his little guide. The mountain maid tript 
lightly before him, through the grey haze^ 
over hill and moor. It was a wild and va- 
ried walk, unmarked by any regular or dis- 
tinguishable tracks and keeping, upon the 
whole* the direction of the ascent of the 
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brooky though without tracing its wind- 
ingS4 The landscape, as they advanced, 
turned waster and more wild, until no- 
thing but heath and rock enmmbered the 
side of the .valley. 

'' Is the place still distant ?'' said Mor- 
tonl. 

** Nearly a mile off/* answered the girU 
« We'll be there beliv.e." 

'' And do you often go this wild jour- 
ney, my little maid ?'* 

** When grannie sends me wi* milk and 
meal to the Linn,'' answered the child. 

^^ And are you not afraid to travel so 
wild a road alone ?" 

" Hout na, sir," replied the guide j " nae 
living creature wad touch sic a bit thing 
as I am, aiid grannie says we need never 

4 

fear ony thing else when we are doing a 
gude torn." 

'^ Strong in innocence as in triple mail!" 
said Morton to himself^ and f61Io\red her 
steps in silence. * 



ft9$ TALEB OV.MT XANDiORD. 

. They isoon came to a' decayed thicket^ 
trber« .brambles and thotns supplied the 

4 

roQm. of the oaks and birches of which it 
bad once consisted;, Herei the guide turn^ 
ed short off the open heath', and^ by a 
shieepr track,, conducted Morton to the 
brook. A hoarse and sullen roar had in 
I^art prepjEired.biinifor the scene which pre- 
sented itself, yet' it was. not to be vieWed 
without surprise and even terror. l¥fien 
he emerged from. the devious piith which 
fcondttcted him: through the thicket/ he 
found himself placed oh. a Jedge of flat 
rack, . projectiQg over one side of a chasm 
not less than a hundred feet deep, where 
the dark mountaik stream made a decided 
and rapid. shoot. over the precipice, and 
was swallowed up by a deep, black, yaivn-^ 
ing gulph. The eye in vain strove to sed 
the bottom of the fall ; it could catch but 
One sheet of foaming uproar and sheer de« 
icent^ . until the view^ viras obstructed by 
the projecting crags^ which inclosed |^e 
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bottom of ti)e waterfall, and hid from aight 
the dark pool which rciieived- its' twtui 
ted waters i far beneath, at the distance 
0^ perhaps, i a quarter of a miiei Uie eye 
caught die winding of the stream as it 
Emerged > injbo a : more open oonrse. But^ 
for that distance, they were lost to sight 
as much as if a cavern had been arched 
^Ver them; and indeed the steep and 
priQ^ebting ledges of toick through which 
t^y wound their. wisiy in darkness, were! 
very nearly olosiDg and ovieri^foefing their 
course. s 

.WhileMoirtob gaaed at thiS'Stiene of &u« 
«iult»^^ which aeemed, by the surrounding 
thickets and the cteftajnto which the wa« 
tera descended^ to seek to hade itself front 
every eye, his little attendant^ as she stood 
beside him on the platform of rock which 
commanded the best view of >the fall, pull«» 
ed him byithe sieeve, and said, iaatone 
which he'coufldnot hear withoutatOoping 
fail ear near thespeaker, *^ Hear^till him 1 
£h ! hear till him r 
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Morton lisletied more attentively,' and 
out of ike very abyss into which the brook 
felli and amidst the tumultuary sounds of- 
the cataract, thought he could distinguish 
shoutSi screams, and>even articulate words, 
as if the toFtured demon of the stream had 
been mingling his complaints with the roar 
of his broken wgterfr. > 

''This is the way," said the little girl; 
follow me, gin ye please, sir, but tak' tent 
to your feet f and, with the daring agility 
which custom had rendered . ea^, she yi,^ 
nished from the platform on which she 
stood, and» by notches and slight project 
tioas in the rock, scrambled down its. face 
into the chasm which it overhung. Stea* 
dy^ bold, and active, Morton liesitated 
not to follow her ; but the necessary at*^ 
tention to secure his hold and footing io 
a descent where both foot and hand werei 
needful for security^ prevented *faim from 
looking around him, till, having descended 
nigh . twenty feet, and being sixty or ae-* 
venty above the pool which received. tb^ 
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fgi&^hh guide made a pause, and he agaia 
found himself by her side in a situation 
that appeared equally romantic and preca« 
rious. Tl>ey. were nearly opposite to the 
water-fall, and in point of level situated at 
about one*quarter's depth from the point 
of the cliff over which it thundered, and 
three-fourths of the height above the 
dark, deep, and restless pool which re*^ 
ceived its fall. Both these tremendous 
points, the first shoot, namely, of the yet 
unbroken stream, and the deep and sombre 
abyss into which it was emptied, were full 
before him, as well as the whole contibu- 
ous stream of billowy froth, which, dash- 
ing from the one, was eddying and boiling. 
ivt the otlier. They were so near this grand 
phenomenon that they were covered with 
its spray, and well nigh deafened by the 
incessant roar. But crossing in the very 
front of the fall, and at scarce three yards 
distance from the cataract, an old oak*tree, 
flung across the chasm in' a manner th^t 
seemed accidental, formed a bridge of fear« 
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fuUy narrow dimensions and uiiciertain li^it- 
ingt The upper end of the tree rested on 
the platform on which they stood-^the 
lower or uprooted extremity extended be- 
hind a projection on the opposite side^ and 
ii^as secufedy Morton's eye could not disco- 
ver where. Froto behind the same projec- 
tion glimmered a strong ^red light, whrcb, 
glancing in the waves of the fallfug water, 
and tinging them partially with cribison, 
had a strange pretertiattiral and sinister 
effect when contrasted with the beams of 
the rising sun, which glamiied on the first 
biokCA waves of the' fall^ though even its 
meridian splendour could not gain the third 
<:^ its full depth. When he had looked 
around him for a moment, the^girl again 
puHed' his sleeve, and pointing to the oak 
and the projecting point beyond it, (fet 
hearing speech was now out of the qxMh 
tion,) indicated that there lay his farther 
passage. 

Morton gazed at Her with surprise ; for, 
although he well knew that the ptrsecu-^ 
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ikA ptihyttiiiuia had in the prepeding 
reigtis ^atrght refuge among dells and 
thicket^, caVes and cataracts^ — in spots 

thertiost extradrdinary and secluded — ak 

' ' • /I 

thongh he had' heard bf th^'ch^lmpibns of 
ihe Covenant/ Who had tonjg abidden be- 
side Dobs-itnn on the wild heights of Pol- 
moodie; and 'others who h&d been -eonc6al- 
ed in the yet ixiore terrific cavern called 
Greefao{)e*linn» in the parish of Closeburo^ 
yet his imagination had never exactly 
figured out the horrors of such a resi- 
dence, and he was sutprised ' how the 
strange and romantic scene which he now 
saw had remained concealed froni him 
while a curious investigator of such natu* 
: ral phenomena. But he readily conceived, 
that, lying in a remote and wrid district^ 
and being destined as a place of conceal- 
ment to the persecuted preachers and pro- 
fessors of non-conforality, the secret of 
its existence was carefully preserved by 
the tew shepherds to whom it might be 
known. 

k2 
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Asi breaking from these meditations, he 
began to consider how he should traverse 
the doubtful and terrific bridgei which, 
skirted by the cascadei and rendered wet 
and slippery by its constant driz^^Ie, tra- 
versed the chasm above sixty feet from 
the bottom of tlje fall, his guide, as if to 
give him courage, tript over and back 
without the least hesitation. Envying for 
a moment the little bare feet which caught 
a safer hold of the rugged side of the oak 
than he could pretend to with his heavy, 
boots, Morton nevertheless resolvi^d to s^t- 
tempt the passage, and, fixing his eye firm, 
on a stationary object on the Qther side» 
without allowing his head to b^com^ giddy,^, 
or his attention to be distracted by the fiash^ 
the foam, and the roar of the waters around 
him, he strode steadily and safely along 
the uncertain bridge^ srnd reacb^4 the 
mouth of a small cavern on the farther 
side of the torrent Her^e he paused ; for a , 
light, proceeding from a fire of red-hot 
charcoal, permitted him to see the inte« 
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lior af the: cavei add enabled him to con* 
template the appearance of its inhabitant^ 
by whom he himself could notbe so readily 
distinguished^ being concealisd by the sha* 
dow of the rock* What he observed would 
by no means have j&ticouraged a less dfeter-r 
mined man to proceed With the task which 
he had undertaken. 

Barley,, oply altered froiri what he had 
becfix formerly by this, addition of a grizly 
beard) stood in the midst of his cave, 
with his clasped Bible in one hand and his 
drawn sword in the other. ; His; figure, 
dimly rqddied by the. light pf the red char, 
coal, seemed that of a fiend in the lurid 
atmosphere of Pandemonium, and hia ges^^ 
tures and words, as far as they could b« 
heard, seemed equally violent and irregu- 
lar. All alone, aqd ip a place of almost 
unapproachable seclusion, his demeanour 
was that of a man who strives for life and 
death with a mortal enemy. . 

" Ha ! ha tr- there— there 1" he exclaim- 
ed, accompanying each word with a thrust. 
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urged with- Kis whole force agninst (^ Im- 
^asifibteand empty air-^*M)id I not tell 
thf e so ? — I have lesisted, and thoii fieeat 
from me !^-Coward as thoii art— come in 
all thy terrors-^come with milie 6wd evil 
deeds, which render thee most terrible of 
aUr-^tbere is enotigh betwixt the boards of 
this book to rescue me I— What mutterest 
thou of grey hairs ?-— It was well done to 
slay him— the more ripe the com the rea- 
dier for the sici^e.-~Art gone ?<— *art gone ? 
'-*I have ever known thee but a coward*-* 
ha! ha! Iter 

With these wild exclamations he sunk 
the point of his sword, and remained 
standing still in the same posture like i 
maniac whose fit is over. 

*■ The dangerous time Js by now," siud 
the little girl who had followed ; '' it sel« 
dom lasts beyond the time that the sun's 
ower the hill ; ye may gang in and speak 
wi' him now^ 111 wait for you at the other 
side of the linn ; he canna bide to see twa 
folk at anes, ' 




'^ tw'i .^ 
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Slotfly iiticl dautiDudf , mnd keeping con- 
^tai&tly u|>on his guard, Morton presented 
Ifim^elfab the view of his old associate in 
confi'tti^fid*. 

^' What ! comest thou again when thine 
hour is prer ?" was his first es^olamation, and 
fburiahing his s Word aloft^ his countenance 
assumed an expression in which ghastly ter* 
roT sreemed mingled with the rageof ade« 
moniae. 

:^^I am come, Mr Balfour/' said Morton^ 
in a steady and composed^tone^ *' to renew 
a,n acquaintance which has been broken 
off since the fight of Bothwell Bridge*" 

Aa soon as Burley became iware that 
Morton was before him in person, — kn idea 
which he caujght with marvellous celerity, 
-^he at once exerted that mastership over 
hia heated and enthusiastic imagmation, 
the power of enforcing which was a most 
atriking part of bis extraordinary charao-^ 
ter. He sunk his swbrd point at once, and 
as he stole it compotedly into the scab-^ 
bard| he mjlttered something of thb-ikmp 
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and chill which sent an old soldier to Ws 
fencing exercise, to prevent his Wood from. 
chilling. This done, he proceeded in the po W 
determined manner which was peculiar to 
his ordinary discourse. 

« Thou hast tarried long, Henty Mor- 
ton, and hast not come to the vintage be> 
fore the twelfth hour has struck^ Art- 
thou yet willing to take the right hand of 
fellowship, and be one with those who look 
not to thrones or dynasties, but to the rule 
of Scripture for their directions?' 

" I am surprised,*' said Morton, evading 
the direct answer to his question, " that 
you should have known me after so mapy 
years.*^ - 

" The features of those who ought ta 
act with me are engraved on royheart,*'^ 
answered Burley ; ^^ and few but Silaa 
Morton^s son durst have followed me into 
this my castle of retreat. Seest thou that 
drawbridge of Nature^s own construction ?*' 
he added, pointing to the. prostrate oakn 
tree-o9»*' ohe^pum of my foot| and it it 
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ov€f wheliQed in the abyas below, bidding; 
foeoien on the farther side stand at defi-i 
ance, and leaving, enemies on this at the 
niercy of oqe who never yet met his equal 
in single fight/* 

^* Of such defences/^ said Morton, " I 
should have thought you would npw have 
had little need/' 

'^ Little need ?" said Burley impatiently, 
^' What little need, when incarnate fienda 
are combined against me on earth, and 
Sathan himself— rbut it matters not,'' add* 
ed he, checking himselfi-r" Enough that I 
like my place of refuge — my cave of Adul- 

4 

lam, and would not change its ri^de ribs of 
limestone rock for the fair chambers of 
the castl^ of the Earls of Torwood, with 
their broad bounds and barony. Tbou„ 
unless the foolish fever-fit be overi mayst 
think differently." 

" Jt was of these very possessions I 
came to speak," said Morton, ^^ and I doubt 
not to fiQd Mt Balfoi^r the s^me ratioqal 
9pd reflecting person which I knew him 

S 
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to be ih tiitiesf ^lieii seal dUiitiitedf l)lreb 

^* Ay/' said Burley ; '*^ Itid^ed ? ~ Is 
guch truly your hdpc?-*-wilt ththx islfftess 
it more plainly ?*' 

** In a word then,*^ stfi^ iAdrUat, ** you 
have exercised, by means at >irhicb I caa 
guess, a secret, but most pr^udidal itifla* 
ehce over the fortunes of Lady Margaret 
Bellenden and her grand-dkughter, and in 
favours of that base, oppressive apostate^ 
Basil Olifant, Whom the" law, deceivfed 
by thy cj^erations,^has placed in pos$e$sion 
of their lawful property.'* 

*• Sayest thou ?'* said Balfour. 

** I do say so,'* replied Morton ; ** and 
fiice to face you will not deny what you 
hiave vouched by your hand-writing^*' 

** Afid suppose I deny it not P" said Bal« 

four,' " and suppose that thy eloquence 

were found equal to persuade me to re« 

trace the steps I have taken on matured 

^ resolvci what will be thy meed? Dbest 
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thou still fabpe to possess the fair-haired 
girl with her wide and rich inheritance ?'* 

^^ I have no such hope/' answered Moiw 
ton calmljr. 

V And for whom then hast thou ventu^ 
red to do this great thing, to seek to rend 
the prey from the valiant, to' bring forth 
food from the 'den of the lion, and to ex« 
tract sweetness from the inaw; of the de-* 
ttiurer r*-rFor it^hose sake hastlliou under^^ 
taken to read this riddle, inore bard than 
Sampson's ?** 

'^ For Lord Evandale's and that of his 
bfcide," ;repHj«d Morton firmly. .'' Think 
better of mankind, Mr Balfour, aiid believe 
there are sbme who are willing to sacrifice 
their happiness to that of others.'' 

^^ Tlien, as m^ soul liveth,'' replied BaU 
four, ^^ thou art, to wear beard, and back a 
horse, and draw a sword, the tamest and 
most galless puppet that ever sustained 
injurjr unavenged. What! thou wouldst 
help that accursed Evandale to the arms of 
the woman that thoulovest ?~thou wouldst 
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endow tbem with wealth aqd with heri^ 
tages, and thoii thinkst that there liyes aii» 
ether inan offended even more deeply than 
thou, yet equally cold-livered and mean- 
spirited, crawling upon the face of tiie 
earthj and liast dared to suppose that one 
other to be John Balfour r'' 

'^For my own feelings/' said Morton 
composedly, *' I am answerable to none 
but Heaven-^To you, Mr Balfour, I should 
suppose it of little consequence whethei) 
Basil Olifant or Lord Evandale possess 
thesis estates.** . . ' 

^^Thou art deceived,*' said Burley ; ^*. both 
are indeed in outer darkness, and strangers 
to the light, as he whose eyes have never 
been opened to the day. But this Banl 
Olifant is a Nabal-r~a D^nas-f«-a base 
churli whose wealth and power are at the 
disposal of him. who can threaten to de* 
prive him of them. He became a profess- 
or because he was deprived of these lands 
of Tillietudlem — he turned a papist to pb-^ 
tain possession of themr--he called himself 
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an iErastian that he inight: not again lose 
th^nii ai^ he will become wbati list wbiie 
I have in my. power the document that 
mayvdeprive him of them.-r-These land^ 
are .a bitt between hiftjaws and a hook in his 
noptrilsi and: the. rein and the line are iik 
my bands to guide them as I think meet; 
and bis;. they .shall therefore be> unless I 
had assurance of bestowing them on a 
suffi jand sincere friend. But Lord £^dn« 
da]«% )8 a maUgnant of heart like. flint, 
and brow like adamant ; the goods of the 
world fall qti him like leaves on tlie frost- 
boond eartb, and unmoved 'he will se« 
them whirled off by the first wind. The 
heathen virtues of such as he are more 
dangerous. :to us than the sordid cupidity 
of tbose, whpi governed by their interest» 
m^t follow where it leads, aiid who, 
therefore, themselves the slaves of ava^ 
ricei,.|n|ky be compelled to work in the 
vineyard, were it but to earn the wagea 
of sin/* : . ^ : \ : 

*^:Xhw might have, been all well spme 
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years since/' replic4 Mortoo ; ^^ and I 
could understand your argument, alth6ugfa 
I could never acquiesce in its justice. But 
at this crisis it seems useless to you to |^r- 
severe in keeping up an infltlenctf wbieb 
can no longer be directed to anuifeful 
purpose. The land has^ieace, Kber^, Mid 
freedom of conscience-^^nd what would 
you more?" : 

^\ More r exclaimed Bur ley, ugtAm ^m- 
sheathing his snirord nHtb a vivacity %llieh 
nearly made Morton start; ^'look at the 
notches iipoiip that weapon; they aw ^tbree 
inniimber^ are they^nat^ 

''It seeins so," answered Morton ; ^< but 
what of that ?'' 

'' The fragment of afteel that f>arted 
from this first gapi rested on the idctill of 
the p^eijured tfaitor uMio first' intrbduted 
EpisQopacy into Scotland ;-7-<hisse€fond 
notch was madd in the rib-bone of an^ iro-i 
; pious vilfain» the botdeat and best saldier 
that upheld the prelatic cause at' Drum* 
clog ;-~this thif d was broken on the steel 
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Jie^pi^ce of the- captain who defended 
thct Chapel of Holy rood when the peopte 
rp8^ at ttie lUfVolntijOii. I cleft him to the 
teeth through steel and .bone«. It ^as. done 
great' deeda . this little weapOn» and each 
of thfse . blows was a , dei:iyieranGe to the 
churph. This sword/' he^aid^ again^nheath- 
ng it, '' has yet morp to dpr-to weed joiit 
this base and pesjtilentia) heresy of £rasti« 
zwmr^to vindi^te the true liberty of the 
Kirl^ 4n he? pufity— to restore the Cove- 
nant in Hs glory,~*thefi let it mptilder and 
ras.t beside the bones of its maater^'* 

** You have neither trien nor n^an$> Mr 
Batfbur, to diftlufbthegovernjEnent; as now 
settled/' argued Morton ; '* the people 
are m^general satisfied, exce||>ting onl;^ the 
gentlefiieft of the Jacobitie interest; and 
auiely you Mrouki Qot join with those, who 
would foniy u^e you for their own purpor 

« It is they/' answered Burley^ *^ that 
alwMAld serve oun* I vi^t to the camp cf 
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the ihaligrtatit Clavei*$e, a& the iktAre 
King of Israel sought the laiMl of th* Phi- 
iistiDes ; I arranged with him a rishi^, tod, 
but for the villain Evandale, the Erastians 
ere now had been driven from the west— 
I could sky him^"' he added, With a vindic- 
tive £teowly ^^ were he grasping the horns of 
the altar !" He then proceeded in a'ealm- 
er tonei' ^' If thouy son of mine ancient 
comrade, Wert suitor for thyself to this 
Edith Belltnden, and wert willing to put 
thy hand to the great work wij:h zeal equal 
to thy courage, think not I would prefer 
the friendship ^f Basil OKfant m thine; 
thou shouldst then have the means that 
this (ioct»tient;(he'produeed a parchment) 
affords, to place her in possession df the 
lands of her fathers. This have lionged to 
say to thee ever since I s»w the« fight the 
good fight so strongly at . the 'faj^ai ^Br idge« 
The maiden loved thee, and thou her,*^* 

Morton replied firmlyj ''^I will ndt dis* 
temble with yoU| Mr Balfour, even to gain 
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firgood end* I came in hopes to persuade 
you to do a deed of justice to others, not 
to gain any selfish end of my own.; I have 
failed — I grieve for your sake, more than 
for the' loss which others will sustain hy 
your injustice*'* 

. . " You refuse my proffer then ?* said 
Burley, with kiiudling eyes. 

"Ido,'* said Mortoni **wduld ybu be 
really, as you are desirous to be thought, a 
man of honour and conscience, you woiild, 
regardless of all other considerations, re- 
store that parchment to Lord Evandale, to 
be used for the advantage of the lawful 
Jbeir.'' 

*' Sooner shall, it perish/' said Balfdut ; 
rand, casting the deed into the heap of red 
cluircoal beside him, pressed it down with 
•the heel of his boot. 

. While it smoked^ shrivelled, aiid crack- 
led in the flames, Morton sprung forward 
to snatch it, and Burley catching hold of 
him, a struggle ensued. Both were strong 
men^ but although Morton was much the 
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Wire active and younger <tf the ti^o; ytt 
iBalfdui^yas the most powerful^ and effeo 
tually pre vented, him .frotti rescuing the 
deed until it was fair l^y reduced !to k dia^ 
den They then quitted hold of eiich bther^ 
and the enthusiast, rendered fielrocfr by the 
Contest,, glared on Morton with an eye^ez« 
ptessive of frantic revenge**/ ' 

< ** Thdu hatst tny aecret ; ' thoii must be 
mine, or die!" . : .. . : 

; '^ I contemn your threate,^ said Morton ; 
*^ I pity you, and leavie yoii^*^! 

Bcirt^ as bt turned: to retire, Buri^y stept 
before hiod, pushed. the oak tfank^f torn 
its resting place, and as it fell thundleriirg 
and crashing tnt6 the abyss -bieiieatb, drew 
liis swords and exclaimed, with a vi>ice 
that rivatied; the roar of !th6 cataract utid 
the thunder of the felling dat,-r-*« If6w 
thou art at bay Mfight-^yieldi or ilJe P 
and standing it the. mouth of: .the cavern, 
be.ftburishcdhistiakedswora.'^' 

^' i will not fight with th* mstnihatpre- 
serv.edmy fiitber's life,'' saidl^^toir-^^I 
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have Qot yet learned to say the Wdrds, I 
yield ; and my life I will rescue as I best 
can.* 

So speaking> and ere BalfoUr was aware 
of his purpose, he sprung past him, and 
exerting that youthful agility of which he 
possessed an uncommon share, leaped clear 
across the fearful chasm which divided the 
mouth of the cave from the projecting 
rock on the opposite side, and stood there 
sufe and free from his incensed enemy* 
He immediately ascended the ravine, and^ 
as he turned, saw Hurley stand fpr an in* 
stant aghast with astonishment, and then, 
with the frenzy of disappointed rage^ rush 
into the interior of his cavern. 

It was not difficult for him to perceive 
that this unhappy man's mind had been so 
loftg agitated by desperate schemes and 
sudden disappointments, that it had lost 
its equipoise, and that there was now sa 
his conduct a shade of lunaey, not the less 
striking from the vigour and craft with 
which he pursued bis wild designs. Mor« 

VOL. IV. o 
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^01^611^ joined his gmie, who bad he^st 
tfiiixmi 4>y tlie fall of the oak. ThU he 
i^epresented as accidental; and she assured 
him in returB, th^t th6 inhabitant ef the 
Cave would experience no inconveniepee 
from it| being always provided with mate-^ 
rials to construct aaother bridge. 

The adventures of the morniiig weise net 
yet ended. As they a|>proached* the hul^ 
the little girt made an exclamation of sur* 
prise at seeing her graiulliiQiltdr gfOfHag 
her way towards them^ at 'a greater dis« 
tance from her home than sh0 could beye 
been-supposed capable of tfavelting* 

" Oi sir, sirT said the old woman^ 
when she heard them ipprm^h, ** gin e'er 
ye loved Lord £vandaW> help now w ne- 
ver !^~God be praised that left my heariog 
Atrhen he took my poor eye-$jf»ht— ^Cooae 
this Way— this way— And O ! tread; lightly* 
Peggy, hinny, gang saddljs the gentteaiaa's 
horse, and lead htm caiinily ahiQit the 
thoray doom, and . bide him ther«.'' 

She conducted him io a small window. 
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tiuougb which, himself uuobserve^^i^he 
could see two - dragoons seated at their 
morning draught of ale, and conversing 
darncstly together* 

** The more I think of it," said the dne^ 
^^ the less I like it, loglis ; Evandale was 
a; good officer, and the soldier's friend; 
and though we were punished for the mu* 

tiny at Tillietudleni^ yet, by •, Frank, 

you must own we deserved it." 

^< D ■ ■ n seize m^ if I forgive him for 
itt though,*' replied the other; '^ and I 
think I caa ait in his skirts now/' 

*^ Why, man^ you should forget and for- 
give — iBetter take the start with him along 
with the resl^ and join the' mating High- 
landers.. We have all eat King James's 
bread/' 

. *^ Thoa art an ass ; the start, as you call 
it, will never happen ; the day's, put oiF» 
Halliday's seen a ghost, or Miss Bellen- 
den's fallen sick of the pip^ or some blast- 
ed nonsense or another j the thiujg will 
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sever keep two days longer, and the fitst:^ 
that sings oui will get the reward/' 

" Tilsit's true, too,'* answered bis com* 
rarle'i *^ and will this fellow — this Basil 
Olifanty pay handsomely ?*' , 

''Like a prince, man; Evandale is the 
man on earth whom he hates worst, and 
he fears him beside about some law busi* 
jiess, and were he once rubbed out of the- 
way, all, he thinks, will be his own," 

*^ But shall we have warrants and force 
enough I Few people hdre will stir against. 
my Lord, and we' may find him with some 
of our owtt felfows at his back.** 

" Thou'rt a cowardly fool, Dick/' re- 
turned Inglis ; '^ he is liriiig quietly dowii 
at Fairy-knowe to avoid suspicion. OH- 
fant is a magistrate, and will have some of . 
hiis own people' that he can trust along, 
with him* There are us two, and the laird 
says he can get a diesperate fi|;hting whig* 
fellow, called Quintin Macfkell, that has 
an old grudge at Evandale." 

4 
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• ■ 

" Well, well, you are my officer, you 
ksTow, and if any thing is wrong" — ; — 

<' I*ll take the blame,'' said Inglis. 
** Come, anotheir pot of ale, and let us to 
Tillietudlem.— Here, blind Bess ! where the 
devil has the old hag crept to ?** 

*^ Delay them as long as you can/' whis-^ 
jpered Morton, as he thrust his purse into 
the hostesses hand^ *^ all depends on gaia*^ 
ing time." 

Then, walking-swiftly to the place where 
the girl held his horse ready, ^* To Fatry- 
knowe? — no; alone I couJd AOt protecjt 
tbem.— *I must instantly to Glasgow*, Wit- 
tefibold, the commandant there, will r^ i^ 
dily give me the suf^port of ^ troop, and 
procure me the countenance of the civil 
ppwer« I must drop a cautk>n as I pass^. 
Gome^ .Moorkopf," he said, addressing his 
borse as he mounted lum, — ^* this day mustl 
try your breath and speed," , 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Tet coaM he not his dosing eyes withdmir. 
Though lets and less of Sniify be taiir ; 
' 8c^ speechless for s iittle space he lay. 
Then gtaspV the head be bekl» apd sigb'd Jiis soul awaj. 

Pahmon and Ardti* 

The iiKditpositioii of Edith ^nfined her 
to bed during the eventful day on which 
she had received such an unexpected shock 
from the sudden apparition of Morton. 
Next morning, bowereri she was reported 
to be so much fcetteri that I^ord Evandalo 
resumed his purpose of leaving Fairy-* 
knowe» At a late hour in the forenoon, 
Lady Emily entered the apartment of 
Edith with a peculiar gravity of manner«< 
Haying received and paid the compliments 
of the day^ she observed it would be a sad 
one for her, though it would relieve Miss 
Bellenden of an incumbrance—" My bro- . 
ther leaves us to-day, Miss Bellenden/' 



" Leaves trs i* cxdaitned Edith m sur-^ 
prise ; *^ for his own house, 1 tmst in Hea- 
ven r ^ 

" I hare reason to think he meditates a 
more distant jonmey ; he has little to de- 
tain him in this country.* 

** Good Hearen T exclaimed Edith, 
"* why was I bom to become the wreck of 
all that is manly and noble ? Wliat can be 
done to stop him from running headlong 
on ruin ? I will come down instantly — Say 
that I implore he will not depart until I 
speak with him." 

"It Will be in vain, Miss Bellenden; 
but I will execute your commission ;" and 
she left the room as formally as she had 
entered U, and informed her brother, Miss 
Bellenden was so much recovered as to 
propose coming down stairs ere he wenjt 
away. 

** I suppose, '^ she added pettishly, *' the 
jprospect of being speedily released from 
our company has wrought a cure on her 
shatteriid nerves." - 
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** SrstiBr,'* said Lord £vandalei **you are 
unjust, if not envious.** ,, 

" Unjust I may be, Evandale, but 1 
should not have dreamt,'' glancing her 
eye at a mirror, " of being thought envi- 
ous without better cause-^But let us go^ 
to the old lady; she is making ^ feast in 
the other room, which might have dined 
all your troop when you had one.** 

Lord £vandale accompanied her in si^ 
lence to the parlour, for he knew it w^s in 
Tain to contend with her jprepossessions 
and offended pride. They found the tabl^e 
covered with refreshments arranged under 
the careful inspection of Lady Margaret. 

*' Ye could hardly weel be said to break- 
fast this morning, my Lord Evand^le, and 
ye maun e'en partake of a small collation 
before ye ride, such as this poor house^ 
whose inmates are so much indebted to 
you, can provide in their present circum- 
stances^ . For my ain part, I like to sec 

young folks take some refection before 

■ • " « ■ » • • * , i' ' f'.s' 

they ride out upon their sports or their 
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affairs, and I said as much to his mo^t Sa- 
cfed Majesty when he breakfasted at Til- 
lietudlcm in the year of grace sixteen hun- 
dred and fifty-one, and his most Sacred 
Majesty viras pleased to reply, drinking to 
my health at the same time in a flagon of 
Rhenish wine, ^ Lady Margaret, yc. speak 
like a Highland oracle/ Thpse were his 
Majesty's very words ; so that your Lord* 
ship may judge whether I have not good 
authority to press young folk to partake 
of their vivers." 

It may be well supposed that much of 
the good lady's speech failed Lord Evan* 
dalle's ears, which were then employed in 
Ui^tening for the lijght step of Edith. His 
absence of mind on this occasion, however 
natural, cost him very dear. While Lady 
Margaret was playing the kind hostess^ a 
part she delighted and excelled in, she was 
iaterrupted by John Gudyill, who, in* the 
usual phrase for announcing an inferior to 
the mistress of a family, said ^' There was 
ane wanting to speak to her Leddyship/*: 
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*^ Ane ! what ane P Has he aae name ? 
Ye speak as if I kept a shop, and was to 
come at every body's whistle." 

*^ Yes, he has a name,'' answered Johni 
iHit yotir Leddyship likes ill to bearV 

•^ What is it, you fool?" _ 

« It?s. Calf-Gibbie, my Leddy,** said 
John, in a tone rather above the pitch of 
decoroiift respect, on which he occasionally 
trespaased, confiding in his merit as an 
ancient servant of the family, and a faith- 
ful follower of their humble fortunes— ■ 
** It's Calf-Gibbie, an* your Leddyship will 
hae'ty that keeps Edie Henshaw's kyfe 
down yonder at the Brigg*end— that's him 
<that was Guse^Gibbie at Tillietudlem, and 
gaed to the wappinshaw, and that " 

" Hold your peace, John ; you are very 
insolent io think I wad speak wi' a person 
iike that. Let htm tell his businesa to you 
OT Mrs Headrigg." 

** He'll no hear o' that> my Leddy ; he 
Bays, them that sent him bade him gi e the 
thing to your Leddyship'^ ain hand direct, 
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or to Lord Evandale's* he wots na whilk. 
But, to say the truth, he's f^t fxae fresh, 
and he's but an idiot an' he were*'* 

^^ Then turn him Out/' said Lady Mar- 
garet, '^ aud tell him to come back to-nioi^ 
row when he is sober. I suppose he comes 
to crave some benevolence, as an ancient 
follower o' the house." 

^* Like eneugh, my Leddy, for he's a' in 
rags, poor creature." 

Gudyill m^e another attempt to get ait 
Oibbiejs commission, which was indeed of 
the last importance, being a few lines from 
Morton to Lord Evandsle, acquainting him 
with the danger in which he stood from 
the practices of Oli&nt, and exhorting him 
either to instant flighty or else to come to 
Glasgow and surrender himself, where he 
could assure him of protection* This bil<- 
let, hastily written, he entrusted to Gibbie, 
whom he saw feeding his herd be$ide the 
bridge^ and backed with a couple of dollars 
bis desire that it might instantly be deliver* 
6d lAto the liand to which it was addressed.^ 
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But it was decreed that Goese^rQibfaiels 

intermediation! whether as an emisaary^acyr 
as a man*at-atm$, should be unfortunate to. 
the family of TilUetudlem. He unlackiLy . 
tarried so long at the alerhouae^ to pvov^e 
if his employer's coin was good^ tbat>jwbc«i 
he appeared at Fairy»kno(we/ the little sense 
which nature had given him was eff^ottir 
ally drowned in ale. and brandy^ andiofttead 
of asking for Lord Evandale^ he d^noanded 
to »peak with Lady Margaret^ whosf^oatne. 
was more familiar to his ear. iBei^g^refu^ 
sed admittance .to heri preseiaeei h^ ^stagf 
gered away,iwi4:h' the lettef/UodeUvcred^w. 
perversely faithfuUaMorto9'sitistiitiiaiit>qi. 
in the only point in which it wmild^hayc 
been M^elhludihe^^dispaited.frOni them* .' . 

A few minutes^ after he was gone. E^ich . 
entered the apartment. Lord Evanrhle . 
and she met* with mutual embarra^aiji^j^! 
"which Lady Margaret, who only knew. ;wi . 
general >tbat theU^umon. had'be/an pQst««. 
poned hy^hiw grandndwgjbter's jnd^isp<)Mrt 
tioD; set down to the bashfulness of a bride 
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and bridegroom, and, to plaee them at eaaej 
began to talk to Lady Emily on iDdiflferetit 
topics. At this moment £dith> with a coun- 
tenance as pale as death, muttered, rather 
than whispered, to Lord Evandale a reques^t - 
to speak with him. He oifered his arm^ 
and supported her into*the small anti-room, 
vhteh) as we have noticed before^ opened 
frcHUthe parlour. He placed her in a chair, 
and, taking one himself^ awaited the open* 
ing'of the conversation* 

** I am distressed, my Lord," were the 
first words she was abl& ta articulate^ and 
thojie with difficulty ; *^ I Scarce know 
whatl would sayi nor bow to speak it/' 

*^ If I have any share in occasioning 
your untosiness/' said Lord Evandnle mild- 
ly* '^ you will fiboD, £dith| be reJ^sed 
from it." ' . 

^^¥<>«f>are determined then, my Lord, to 
run ^his 'desperate' course with desperate 
men, in spite of your own better reasohr— 
in spite of your irkiids' entreaties^n 



Spite of the almost inevitable ruin whic6 
yawns before you r* 

** Forgive me, Miss Bellenden ; even 
your solicitude on my account must not 
(Jetain me when my honour calls. My 
horses stand ready saddled, my servants 
are prepared, the signal for rising will be 
given so soon as I reach Kilsythe—^-ff it is 
toy fate that calls me, I wilt not shun meet- 
ing it. It will be something,*^ he said, ta- 
king her hand, ^* to die deserving your 
compassion^ since I cannot gain your love.** 

'* O, my lord, remain,** said Edith, in a 
tone which went to his Heart ; " time may 
explain the strange circumstance which 
has shocked me so much; my agitated 
nerves may recover their tranquillity, O 
do not rush on death and ruin ! remain to 
be our prop and stay, and hope every thing 
JFrom time !*^ 

" It is too late> Edith ; and I were most 
ungenerous could I practise on the warmth 
and kindliness of your feeiinfps towards 



me — I know jrou cannot love me ; nervoits 
distress, so strong as to conjure up the ap^ 
pearance of the dead or absent, indicates 
« predilection too powerful to give way to 
friendship and gratitude alone. But were 
it otherwise, the dye is now cast.'* 

As he spoke thus, Cuddte burst into the 
room, terror and haste in liis countenance. 
^' O, my Lord, hide yoursel ! tliey hae be- 
set the outlets o' the house/' was his first 
exclamation. 

*' They ? Who ?•' said Lord Evandale. 

** A party of horse, headed by Basil Oli- 
fant,^' answered Cuddie, 

*' O, hide yourself, my Lord !** echoed 
Edith» in an agony of terror. 

** I will not, by Heaven !'* answered 
Lord Evandale. " What right has the vil« 
]aia to assail me or stop my passage P I 
will make my way were he backed by a 
t^iment ; tell Halliday and Hunter to get 
out the horses«-^And now farewell, Edith." 
tie clasped her in his arms, and kissed her 
tenderly; then, bursting from his sister, 
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who, with Lady Margate tifndc^vQured to 

detain him, rushed put and mounted; bis 

- ■ • * • 

horse» - 

All was in confusion*^ the women shjif kr 
ed and rushed in consternation to the front 
windows of tiie .house» from, which thej 
con Id see a small party of horsemen^ of 
whom two only seemed soldiers. . They 
were on the open ground before Cuddie's 
cottage, at. the bottom of ithe descent from 
the house, and shewed caution in approach^ 
ing it, as if uncertain of the strength with- 
in. 

'* tie may escape, he may. escape,** said 
Edith ; '\ Or would he but taHe the bye- 
road f 

But Lord Evandftlci de):ermined to fsice 
a danger which hi^ high spirit uaderval^ 
ed> commanded his. $er van t3 to follow bimj 
and rode .composedly down the avenue* 
Old.Gudyill ran to arm UimsieU, and Cud* 
die sriatched^dawn a gun wb«cb Wfs kept 
d^r tlie.pro.t^ctipn of , the .b(^^4«, andt^aU 
thoMgU oaio(^.t| ibUpwed^Wd ^yand^Le. 
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It was in vain his wife, who had hurried up 
on the alarm, hung by his skirts^ threaten- 
ing him with death by the sword or halter 
for meddling wi^ other folk's matters. 

•* Haud your peace, yc b /' said Cud- 

die, ** and that's braid Scotch, or I wot na 
what is : is it other folk's matters to see 
Lord Evandale murdered before my face ?'' 
and^ down the avenue he marched. But 
considering on the way that he composed 
the whole infantry, as John Gudylll had 
not appeared, \it took his vantage ground 
|[)ehind the hedge^ hammered his flint, 
cocked his 'piece, and, taking a long aim 
at Laird Basil, as he was called, stood 
promp. for action. . 

As soon as Lord Evatldsile appeared, 
Olifant's party spread themselves a little, 
as if preparing to enclose htm. Their lead- 
er stood fast, siipporied by three men, two 
of whom were dragoons, the third in dress 
and appearance a countryman, all well 
arnied. But the strong figure, stern fea* 
tares/ and resolved tnanner of the third 
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attendant, made him seem the tnottt forrai- 
dable of the party ; and whoever had be- 
fore seen him could have no difficulty in 
recognijsing Balfour of Burley* 

'* Follow me,^ said Lord Evandale to his 
servants, ** and if we are forcibly opposed, 
do as I do." He advanced at a hand gat- 
lop towards Oliiant, and was m the act of 
demanding why he had thus beset the 
road, when Olifant called out, "Shoot th* 
traitor T and the whole four fired their ca- 
rabines upon the unfortunate nobleman. 
He reeled in the saddle, advanced his hand 
to the holster, and drew a pisiol, but, un- 
able to discharge it, fell from his horse 
mortally wounded. His servants had pre* 
sented their carabines. Hunter fired at 
random, but Halliday, who was an intre- 
pid fellow, took aim at Inglis, and shot 
him dead on the spot. At the same in- 
stant a shot, from behind thfe hedge, stilt 
more effectually avenged Lord Evandale, 
for the balls took isilace in the very midst 
of Basrl Olifant'f forehead, and stretched 
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hTin Ufekfis On the ground. His {Qllowtrs, 
astonished at the execution done in so 
short a titnt, seemed- rattier dispfosed to 
BtaiMl inactive, when Burley, whose blood 
was up with the contest, exclaimed^ 
'' Down with the Midianites f and attack* 
ed Haltiday sword in hand. A( this in* 
stant theelatter of horses^ hoofs was heardj 
and a party of horse, rapidly advancing on 
the road from Glasgow, appeared on the 
fatal field. They were foreign dragoons^ 
led by the Dutch commandant, Wit ten- 
bold, accompanied by Morton and a civil 
magistrate. 

A hasty call to surrender, in the nam6 
of God and King William^ was obeyed by 
all except Burley, who turned his horse 
and attempted to escape. Several soldiers 
putBued him by command of their offi«- 
c$r, but being well mounted, only the two 
headmost seemed likely to gain 6n hrm* 
He turned deliberately ,twicc> and dis*- 
oharging first one of his pistols, and then 
the other, rid himself of the one pursuer 
by mortally wounding him, and of the 
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oth^r by shootidg his hprse, aod then eim^ 
tinued bis flight to Botbw^U Bridge, -wb^re, 
for his misfortune, be found tbe gates stmt 
apd gu^rd^d. Turning from tbence^ he 
n^ade for a place where , the riret seemed 
passable, and plunged into the stream, the 
bullets from the pistols and carabines of his 
pursuers whizziug around him* Tvi^o balis 
took place when he was past the middle of 
the streaip, and be felt bioi^elf danger- 
ously wounded* : He- reined: his horse 
round, in the niid&t of the river, and re* 
turo^d towards the bank he bad left, wa^ 
ving his hand, as if with the purpo^eof in* 
tin)atipg.that:he surrendered; Tile troop* 
ers cf^^d jSring at him accjoi^difiglyv and 
awaited ^ h?s j^etyrn,, two of them riding 
a little way into the river to seise > dnd 
disarm him. But it presently appeared 
that his purpose was revenge, not safety. 
As he approached the two soldiers^. he cpl- 
Ie9^te4 his rern^ining strengtjb, and dischar* 
ged.a biaw PQ the bead of one, which turn*' 
bled bkn from his horse; The other dra* 
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gOQiii a fttrong muscular man, had in the 
meauiwhii^ laid bands oh him^ Burley/iii. 
r<()iiiit«U grasped his throat, as a dying ti- 
ge# setHes his* prey^ atid both losing the 
saddle in the struggle, came headlong into 
the river, -and were sw^ptdown the sftream. 
Their course might be traced by the blood 
which bubbled up to the surface. They' 
were twice seen* to rise^ the Dutchman' 
striving to swinn and Burley clinging to 
him in a.mannet* that showed his desire 
that bath should perish. Their corpses 
were taken out about a quarter of a mile ' 
down. the. riveCi As Balfour's grasp could 
not ha^'e been unclenched without cutting 
off. his handa, both were thrown into a has- 
ty grave, still marked by a rude stone, and : 
a ruder epitaph.* - 



->-•> 



* Gentle reader, I did request of mine honest fKendl^ 
Peter Proiidfoot,' travelling merchant, knovrn to oulDy 
of this land for bis foithflil and jiist dealingSi as w^tl ia 
muslins and camiDrics as in soiall virares, to procure fA% 
en his next -peregprinations f^ that yiciiisgei a copj of 
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While the soul of this stera enthu^iuf 
flitted to its account, that of the brave and 
generous Lord Evandale was also released. 
Morton had flung himself from his horse 
upon perceiving his situation, to, render 
his dying friend all the aid in his power. 
He knew him, for he pressed his hand, and, 
being unable to speak, intimated by signs 
his wish to be conveyed to the house. 
This was done with all the care possible^ 
and he was soon surrounded by his la- 
menting friends. Bui the, clamorous grief 
of Lady Emily was far exceeded in inten^ 
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the Epitaphion alluded to. And^ according to his re- 
port, which I see no groond to discredit^ it runneth 
thus:- 

Here lyes ane saint to prelates surly, 
• Being John Balfour, sometiaie of Barley^ 
Who stirred up to vengeance take. 
For Solemn League and Covenant's sake, 
Upon the Magus-Moor, in Fife, 
Did tak James Sharpe the aposUte's life ; 
By Dutchman's hands was hacked and shot. 
Then drowned in Clyde near this saam sp«t» 






sity by the silent agony of Edith. Uncon-^ 
scious even of the prebence of Morton, she- 
hung over the dying man ; nor was she 
aware that fate, who was removing one 
faithful lover, had restored another as if 
from the grave, until Lord Evandale, ta- 
king their bands in his, pressed them both 
affectionately, united them together, rai- 
sed his face^ as if to pray for a blessing on 
them, and sunk back and expired in the 
next moment 
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CONCLUSION. 



I HAD determined to waive the task of 
a Concluding chapter, leaving to the jead- 
cr^s imagination the arrangements which 
must necessarily take place after Lord 
Evandale's death. But as I was aware 
that precedents are wanting for a practice 
which might be found convenient, both to 
readers and compilers, I confess myself to 
have been in a considerable dilemma, when 
fortunately I was honoured with an invita- 
tion to drink tea with Miss Martha Busk- 
body, a young lady who has carried ou the 
profession of man tua- making at Gander- 
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<deugb> and iii the neighbourhood, with 
great success/ for about forty year8*-~ 
Knowing her taste for narratives of this 
description^ I requested her to look orer 
the loose sheets the morning before! wait*- 
ed on her, and enlighten me by the ex- 
perience which she must have acquired, in 
reading through the whole stock of three> 
circulating libraries in Gandercleugh and 
the two next. market- towns. When, with 
a palpitating heart, I appeared before her 
in the evening, I found her much disposed 
to be complimentary. ' : i ' ^ 

'^ I have not been more; affected/ said 
she, wiping the glasses of her spectacles, 
V by any hovel, 'excepting the Tale of Jem- 
my aadJenilyTjeffsamy, which is* rudieed 
pathos itoetf; but your plan of omitting a 
formal conclusion will never dow You 
may be as harrowing to ourinerves ^syou 
will in'tfcecdu.rse'of yohr^tttiy,' but, unless 
you had the gchiiis of the Author of Julia 
de Roiibfgn^, never let. the end be aUoge*-. 

VOL. IV. ':" " * " '"• ' '" ' 
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dierovcfdouded. Lst us aee a gKmpBeef 
sunshine in the last chapter ; it is ifuite «i^ 
sentiaL'' 

*^ Ncthii^ would be more easy Ibr n^ 
tnadani/ than to comply with your injuoo* 
tieiis ; for> in trnth» the parties isi whom 
ybii have had the goodnes$ to be interest** 
ed, did Ibire long and happily^ and begot 
abns and danghters.'' 

^^ It 18 unnecessary, sir,'' she said, with a 
slight nod of reprimand, '^ to be partionlar 
eonoeraing their matrimonial omnforts.-** 
But what is your objection to let ua have, 
ih a general way, a glimpM of their future 
felicity?'* 

^* Heally, msidam, you must be awase, 
that every volume of a narrative 'tunm len 
sud \tm interesting as the author drasra to 
a opncbi^ion, just like your tea, whsefa, 
though excellent hyson, is necessarify 
weaker and moK insipid' in the iasi cup; 
Noiiti as I thisdi: the one is by no means km* 
proved by the Itteeioiis lump of hAlf^diasQl* 
ved sugar usually found at the bottonnfof 
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tt> i0'l tbink a history^ growiog already va* 
fkii), ia butdillly crutcbed up by a detail of 
circuitistaiices which tytry reader must 
have anticipated^ even, though the author 
tnhdtmt on them every flowery epithet in 
tbe language." 

'^ This will not do^ Mr PattieBon/' conti- 
nued tbe lady ; *! you bave» aa I may say^ 
basted up your first story y^ry hastily and 
dumsiiiy at the conclusion; «nd» in my 
trade, I would have cuffed the youngest 
apprentice who had put such a l^orrid and 
bungled spot of work out of her band.r^ 
And if you do not redeem this giross error by 
telling us all about the marriage of Morton 
and Edith, and what became of the other 
pe rMtniilgeis of the story^ from Lady Marga- 
ret d^wa to Groose-^ibbie, I apprize you, 
that you. will not be held to have accom^ 
plidafid your task handsomely/' 

" We^i m^dam/* I replied, ** my mate 
rials Me so^amplcj that I think I can satieh 
fy yo^r curioMtyi uoless it descend to y&ty 
nwat^ wcasifttviiem ind^edf" 
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; "First, then,** said she, "for that is 
most essential,— *Did Lady Margaret get 
back her fortune and her castle ?'* 
' " She did, madam, and in the easiest 
way imagiaable, as heir, namely, to her 
worthy cousin, Basil Olifant, who died 
without a will ; and thus, by his death, not 
only restored, but even augniented, the 
fortune of her, whom, during his life, he 
had pursued with the most inveterate ma- 
lice* John Gudyill, reinstated in his dig- 
nity, was more important than ever; and 
Cuddie, with rapturous delight, entered up- 
on the cultivation of the mains of Tillietu* 
diem, and the occupation of his original 
cottage. But, with the shrewd caution of 
his character, he was never heard ta boast of 
having fired the lucky shot which repos* 
sessed his lady and himself in their original 
habitations. * After aV he said to Jenny, 
who was his only confidante, ^ he was 'my 
Leddy's cousin, and a grand geatleman; 
H^nd though he was acting again the law» 
as I understand, for he ne'er shewed ony 
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waitant^ w required Lord Evandale to sur- 
rgnder, and though I mind killing him uae 
fnair thasL I wad do a muir^ocl^ yet it is 
a$ weel to kwp a calm ftough about it/ He 
not only did sq, but ingeniously enough 
coMntenanced a report that old Gudyill 
had done the deed, which was worth many 
a gill of brandy to him from the old but- 
ler, who, far different in dispo9ition fron^ 
Cuddie, wasmuch more inclined to exagge- 
rate than suppress his exploits of manhoodf 
The blind widow was provided for in the 
most comfortable manner, an well as the 
little guide to the Linn ; and*" ■ 

** But what ia all this to the marriage — 
the marriage of the principal personages ?** 
interrupted Miss Buskbody^ impatiently 
tapping her snuff-box* 

*^ The marriage of Morton and Miss Bel- 
lenden was delayed for several months, as 
both went into deep mourning on account 
of Lord Evandale's death. They were then 
wedded." 

^Vlhope^ not without Lady Margaret's 
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consent, sir ? I love books which teach A 
proper deference in young persons to their 
parents. In a novel they may fall in love 
without their countenance, because it is 
essential to the necessary intricacy of the 
story, but they must always have the be-' 
nefit of their countenance at last. Even 
old Delville received Cecilia, though the 
daughter of a man of low birth.*' 

^^ And even so,' madam. Lady Margaret 
was prevailed on to countenance Morton, al-> 
though the old Covenanter, his father, stuck 
sorely with her for some time. Edith was 
her only hope, and she wished to see her 
happy ; Morton, or Melville Morton, ' as 
he was more generally called, stood so 
high in the reputation of the world, and 
was in every other respect such an eligi- 
ble match, that she put her prejudice, 
aside, and consoled herself with the recol- 
lection, that marriage went by destiny, as 
was observed to her, she said, by his most 
Sacred Majesty, Charles the Second of 
happy memory, when she shewed him the 
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portrait of her grandfather Fergus, third 
Earl of Tor wood, the handsomest man of 
his time, and that of Countess Jane, his 
second lady, who had a hump-back and 
only one eye. This was his Majesty's ob- 
servation, she saidj on one remarkable 
morning when he deigned to take his dis^ 
June 

'< Nay,'' said Miss Buskbodyt again in* 
terrupting me, ^^ if she bring such autho- 
rity to countenance her acquiescing in a 
misalliance, there was no more to be said.— 
And what became of old Mrs What's her 
same, the housekeeper ?'' 

'^ Mrs Wilson,^ madam," answered I; 
^'* she was perhaps the happiest of the 
party ; for once a year, and not oftener, 
Mr and' Mrs Melville Morton dined in the 
great wainscotted-chamber in solemn state, 
the hangings being all displayed, th.e car- 
pet laid down, and the huge brass-ca,ndle- 
sticks set on the table^ stuck round with 
leaves of laurel. The preparing the rooiji 
'for this yearly festival employed her mind 
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fbr six moAths before it caiiie about^ tud 
ti» pattiBg matters V> rights ocMjH^dH 
kef tl^ic other aixi so that « single day 4}t 
ntjoicitig found her business for ail th^. 
year round/* 

""AndNielBlaBe?'' 
' ^* Lived to a good old age^ drank ak^ 
and brandy with guests of all persuasioMj^ 
played whig ot jacobite tunes a$ best 
pleas^ hia cuafeomers, and died wcMrth aa 
much money as married Jenny ta a cooitr 
laird, i hope, ma'am, you have ni> otlter 
enquiries to make, for reaHy''-?-'-^ 

'« Goose-Gibbie, sir-— Goose* Gibbiet 
whcM^ ministry was fraught wiMi such eon- 
sequencea to the ' peraomigea of the narra- 
tive?' ' • ' .-.•:--, 

<"' Consider, my dear Miss Biskbodj^^^ 
(I beg pardon^ for the familiarity ,)<-^' iMi4; 
pray consider even the memory of tho re- 
nowned SchefaerasEade, that Empress of 
Tale-tellers, could not preserve every eii- 
cumstance. I am not quite positive as to 
the fate of GoQsa-Gibfaiei but am indined 



OLP MORTALITY. 



9^ 



to think him the same 'with one Gilbert 
Dudden^ alias Calf-Gibbie, who was whip- 
ped through Hamilton for stealing poul* 
try." 

Miss Buskbody now placed her left 
foot on the fender, crossed her right leg 
over her knee^ lay back on the chair, and 
looked towards the ceiling. When I ob- 
served her assume this contemplative mood» 
I concluded she was studying some far- 
ther cross-examinaliouy and therefore took 
my hat and wished her a hasty good* 
night, ere the Demon of Criticism had sup- 
plied her with any more queries^ In like 
manner, gentle Reader, returning you my 
thanks for the patience which, has conduct* 
ed you thus far, I take the liberty to with* 
draw myself from you for the present. 
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It was tamt «arn#ai wish, most coiicte<Mit 
Readcff, that the " T«les of my laodlMd" 
Should bftve reached tbime hafids ia on^ 
entire raceessioa of tomes, or voiunie«» 
But aft I ftent lome few more manuacript 
quitesy coatainiDg the contiouatioa of 
these most .pleasant narratives, I was ap« 
pfisedi soiaewbat uaceremooioiisly, by my 
pttblisber, that he did not approve of no. 
vels (as be ii^uiiottsly called these real his* 
tories) extending beyond four volumes, 
and, if I did not agree to the first four being 
published separately, he threatened to de- 
cline the article (O^ ignorance ! as if the 
vernacular article of our mother English 
were capable of declension 1) Whereupcwi 
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somewhat moved by his remonstrances, and 
more by heavy charges for print and pa- 
per, which he stated to have been already 
incurred, I have resolved that these four 
volumes shall be the heralds or avant- 
couriers of the Tales which are yet in my 
possession, nothing doubting that they 
will be eagerly devoured, and the remain- 
der anxiously demanded, by the unani- 
mous voice of a discerning public. I rest, 
esteemed Reader, thine as thou shalt con- 
strue me, 

Jedepiah Cleishbotham. 

Gandercleughf Nov. 15, \S\6. 
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